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IN THIS ISSUE OF TPS. 








- + » seventeen messages of John XXIII and two 
messages of Pius XII . . . highlights from other 
papal letters and addresses. . . . 


e The First Encyclical 

The many subjects treated in Pope 
John’s first encyclical, Ad Petri Cathe- 
dram, are all related to three themes: 
truth, unity, peace. Nuclear warfare, 
Christian reunion, class conflict, the lay 


apostolate, are some of the subjects. 
Page 359. 


e Athletics and Virtue 
In Spiritual Lessons from Athletics the 
Holy Father poimts out that sports can 


develop certain Christian virtues. Page 
394. 


® The Church Today 


The forthcoming Ecumenical Council is 
a reason for hope despite the sufferings 
of the Church in China, Hungary, and 
elsewhere, says Pope John in Sorrows 


and Joys of the Church. Page 403. 


® Tranquilizers 

Pope Pius XII im Tranquilizers and 
Christian Morals points out moral prob- 
lems connected with the use of certain 
drugs in psychiatric therapy. Page 431. 


e A Council and a Synod 

Pope John’s history-making decision to 
convene an Ecumenical Council is made 
public im the talk Announcement of 


Ecumenical Council and Roman Synod. 
Page 398. 


@ The Christian Worker 
Labor organizations are reminded by 
Pope John not to lose sight of man’s 
ultimate end in the message The Chris- 
tian Way for Labor Movements. Cath- 
olics must convince co-workers that 
charity, not hatred, will bring true 
progress. Page 415. 


e@ Advice from Pius XI 

A previously unpublished talk written 
by Pope Pius XI just before his death 
is the subject of Pope John’s letter, On 
the Last Words of Pope Pius XI. Page 
407. 


®@ also in this issue... 

are letters and addresses on classical 
studies, a remarkable saint, higher edu- 
cation, boy scouts, world peace, and 
other topics of interest. 








In this and every issue THE POPE SPEAKS brings the words of the Holy 
Father to the English-speaking world. THE POPE SPEAKS publishes more 
papal pronouncements and more accurate and readable translations 
than can be had in any other American publication. 


























NEWS 


and NOTES 


THREE ENCYCLICALS have now 
been issued by Pope John XXIII. The 
first and longest of these, Ad Petri 
Cathedram, dated June 29, 1959, has 
for its basic subject matter truth, unity, 
and peace. An English translation of 
the encyclical appears in this issue of 
TPS, beginning on page 359. 


THE PRIESTHOOD is the general 
subject of the second encyclical, Sacer- 
dotii Nostri Primordia. This 9,000 word 
document, dated August 1, 1959, com- 
memorates the centenary of the death 
of St. John Vianney, Cure of Ars and 
patron saint of parish priests. It urges 
all priests to emulate this great saint in 
the practice of the evangelical counsels, 
a life of prayer, and an abundance of 
pastoral zeal. This message is now in 
the hands of a special translator and 
will be published in full in our next 
issue. For the convenience of our read- 
ers, we have printed some highlights 
from this important document on page 
391 of this issue. 


RECITATION OF THE ROSARY for 
world leaders is called for in Pope 
John’s third and shortest encyclical, 
Grata Recordatio, dated September 26, 
1959. In this message the Holy Father 
says that he is praying that the rulers of 
the world may put an end to the causes 
of strife and avert armed conflict. Need- 
less to say, we will publish a translation 


of this encyclical in a future issue of 
TPS. 


* 


THE ECUMENICAL COUNCIL of 
course continues to be major news. The 
Holy Father first announced his plans 
for the council (see page 398) to a 
group of seventeen Cardinals on January 
25 in the cloister of the Benedictine 
Monastery adjoining the Basilica of St. 
Paul-Outside-the-Walls. After pointing 
out his double role as Bishop of Rome 
and head of the Universal Church, he 
said that he planned a Synod for Rome 
and an Ecumenical Council for the 
world. In connection with these, he 
added, there would be a modernization 


NO TRANSITION POPE! 


In the year since Pope John 
XXIII succeeded to the See of 
Peter, there has been no dearth of 
activity. His discourses and letters 
have actually been coming at a 
faster rate than those of his great 
predecessor. And with the Ecu- 
menical Council drawing closer 
day by day, the importance of The 
Pope Speaks magazine to men of 
good will everywhere is once again 
underscored. Get your friends to 
subscribe. Or send them a gift 
subscription this Christmas. 
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of the Code of Canon Law. It was the 
“disheartening” sight of the world today 
that prompted him to call the council, 
he said, and asked for suggestions for 
the council from the bishops of the 
world and others who would be involved 
in it. 


THE FIRST STEP toward the council 
was the formation of a “pre-preparatory 
commission,” announced on May 16 and 
mentioned by Pope John in his Pentecost 
Sunday talk the following day (see page 
403). He remarked that this was only 
the first in a series of many steps, and 
that preparation for the council would 
take many months. 

The pre-preparatory commission, 
headed by His Eminence Domenico Car- 
dinal Tardini, Vatican Secretary of 
State, was assigned three tasks: 

1) To seek advice and suggestions from 
the bishops of the world, the offices of 
the Roman curia, and theologians and 
canonists of Catholic universities. 

2) To make a general outline of the 
matters to be discussed by the council. 
3) To suggest the structure and staffing 
of the committees, secretariates, and 
other organizations that will be charged 
with final preparations for the council. 


THE PRE-PREPARATORY COMMIS- 
SION met in full session with Pope John 
in his private library, it was reported on 
July 3. At the meeting Cardinal Tardini 
informed the Holy Father of the progress 
of the commission’s work up to that 
point. Since that time the Cardinal has 
sent a circular letter to more than 2,700 
of the world’s Catholic bishops, abbots, 
and religious superiors who will take 
part in the council, asking for their 
opinions on an agenda. To date, most of 
the answers have suggested as topics 


matters of Church administration, dis- 
cipline, and jurisdiction, a source close 
to the pre-preparatory commission has 
said. 

Another letter has been sent to the 
theological faculties of Catholic universi- 
ties, asking experts to prepare studies on 
the various theological, moral, liturgical, 
ascetical, and pastoral questions that 
might be of interest to the council. 

A third letter has been sent to the gov- 
erning congregations of the Holy See, 
asking them to set up study commissions 
within their own offices to draw up mate- 
rial they think worthy of the ecumenical 
council’s consideration. 


WHEN THE COUNCIL will convene 
has not yet been determined, but it is 
generally believed that it will not meet 
until 1961 or 1962. Another point of 
interest—the name of the council—has 
not been announced officially but in 
Vatican circles it is held to be almost 
certain that the upcoming council will 
be called the Second Vatican Council. 
This means that it will not be considered 
part of the original Vatican Council— 
which was disrupted in 1870 when the 
Papal States were seized by Italy, but 
was never formally closed. 

In a conversation with an American 
Bishop, the Holy Father remarked that 
the council would use language facilities 
similar to those in use at the United 
Nations. 


REACTION TO THE COUNCIL on the 
part of Anglican and Orthodox com- 
munions has reportedly pleased Pope 
John and he is said to feel that they are 
showing benevolent attention to it. He 
may well have had in mind such remarks 
as those of Orthodox Archbishop An- 
thony Bashir of New York, who said 
that he believes Pope John “was sent 
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from God to accomplish a sacred mission 
and bring unity to Christendom.” The 
Orthodox leader added that the ecumeni- 
cal council announced by Pope John is 
“the first hope in almost two thousand 
years for reuniting all of Christendom.” 


THE PERSONAL INTEREST of the 
Holy Father in the ecumenical council 
is manifested by frequent references to 
it in his public addresses on other sub- 
jects and his habit of asking his audi- 
ences to pray for its success. 

In his first encyclical (see page 359) 
the section on unity contains a direct 
appeal to Protestants and the dissident 
Churches of the East in which he asks 
their prayer for the success of the coun- 
cil. In the same talk he comments on 
what will be the chief work of the 
council. His third encyclical contains an 
appeal for prayers for the success of the 

Catholic scholars of the world were 
council. 
asked by the Holy Father to place their 
great learning at the service of the coun- 
cil, in a talk delivered on April 1st to 
delegates of the International Federation 
of Catholic Universities. (See page 388.) 

A novena he had requested for Chris- 
tian reunion and the success of the coun- 
cil concluded with his Pentecost talk 
(see page 403), in which he named the 
council as the chief cause for joy in a 
world darkened by sorrows. 


* 


OTHER MESSAGES of Pope John 
XXIII in this issue of TPS range over a 
variety of topics: labor movements, the 
study of the classics, the missions, chil- 
dren, athletics, and others. 

Parts of a message written by Pope 
Pius XI just before his death are quoted 
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by the present Pope in his talk On the 
Last Words of Pope Pius XI (page 407), 
the first time they have been made 
public. 


* 


POPE PIUS XII is represented in this 
issue by two messages. Margaret of 
Hungary: Challenge to Our Times (page 
440), written in 1943 but not made pub- 
lic for fourteen years, has an interesting 
history, which is explained in a preface. 
The body of the talk extols the Saint’s 
heroic virtues and points out their mean- 
ing for this century. 

In Tranquilizers and Christian Morals 
(page 431), Pope Pius discusses the 
modern drugs used in psychiatric ther- 
apy, especially as this use affects the 
rights of the patient. 


* 


THE ROMAN SYNOD will probably 
meet in the first months of next year. 
Pope John created a synodal commission 
in February, which has already outlined 
a general plan for the synod and has 
created eight subcommittees to study the 
topics for discussion. About eight hun- 
dred articles have been tentatively ap- 
proved for submission to the synod and 
eventual inclusion in a code of diocesan 
regulations. 

The agenda for the synod will be 
printed in Latin as well as Italian so 
that the hierarchy and clergy of other 
dioceses of the world will be able to 
understand what has been decided with- 
in the Diocese of Rome. It has been 
stated authoritatively that the Roman 
synod would serve as a model for other 
dioceses of the world. 


TRANSLATORS of the lengthier mes- 
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sages appearing in this issue are identi- 
fied in the footnotes on the second page 
of each message. 

Those who translated the briefer mes- 
sages are: Sister Mary Pauline, G.N.S.H. 
(p. 420); Catherine Baroch (pp. 387, 
406, 413). 


* 


THE TWO PHOTOS in this issue show 
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Pope John XXIII in different roles. The 
photo on page 358, facing the transla- 
tion of his first encyclical, pictures him 
seated in solemn state, head of the Uni- 
versal Church. The other photo, on 
page 402, reveals the warm simplicity 
of the Holy Father that has attracted 
world-wide admiration. He is visiting 
hospitalized children during one of his 
“surprise” trips outside the Vatican 
during the early days of his pontificate. 


Tue Pops Speaks is a quarterly publication presenting, in English, letters and addresses 
of the Roman pontiffs. Recent documents are given priority, but when space is available 
those of prior years and prior pontificates are published. Translations are based prin- 
cipally on texts published in L’Osservatore Romano, Vatican City daily which prints papal 
messages in the languages in which they were given. A TPS Gume is included in each 
issue and contains bibliographic data on all papal documents that come to our attention 
during a three-month period; this period closes some months prior to publication of the 
magazine, in order that the Gume may be as complete as possible. Thus, this issue, Vol. 5, 
No. 4, brings you translations of several of the more interesting and important messages 
of Pope John XXIII and the late Pope Pius XII which have appeared in recent months, 


along with bibliographic coverage in the TPS Gume for the months of Octob 
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The Encyclical Letter, 
Ad Petri Cathedram 


To the Venerable Brethren, the Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, 
Bishops, and other Local Ordinaries in peace and communion 
with the Apostolic See, and fo all the priests and faithful 
of the Catholic world: On the advance of truth, unity 
and peace in a spirit of charity 


JOHN XxXill 
VENERABLE BRETHREN 
AND BELOVED SONS 
GREETINGS AND APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION 


E WHO have been elevated 
despite Our unworthiness to 

the Chair of Peter have of- 

ten reflected on the things We saw 
and heard when Our. predecessor 
passed from this life. Virtually the 
entire world, regardless of race or 
creed, mourned his passing. And 
then when We were summoned to 
the dignity of Sovereign Pontiff, 
great numbers of people, although 
occupied with other things or 
weighed down with troubles and 
difficulties, turned their thoughts 
and affections to Us, and placed 
their hopes and expectations in Us. 
From these reflections of Ours, 
We have drawn comfort and in- 
struction. For this experience cer- 
tainly is clear indication that the 


Catholic Church is forever young 
and is indeed a standard raised 
before the nations.’ From her come 
a pervading light and a gentle love 
which reach all men. 

Then We revealed Our plans to 
summon an Ecumenical Council 
and a Roman Synod, as well as to 
revise the Code of Canon Law in 
accordance with present needs and 
to issue a new Code of Canon Law 
for the Church of the Oriental Rite. 
This announcement received wide- 
spread approval and bolstered the 
universal hope that the hearts of 
men would be stirred to a fuller 
and deeper recognition of truth, a 
renewal of Christian morals, and 
a restoration of unity, harmony, 
and peace. 
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Truth, unity, peace 


Today as We address Our first 
Encyclical Letter to the entire 
Catholic world, Our apostolic office 
clearly demands that We discuss 
three objectives—truth, unity, and 
peace—and indicate how they may 
be achieved and advanced in a 
spirit of charity. 

May the light of the Holy Spirit 
come upon Us from on high as We 
write this letter. and upon you as 
you read it. May the grace of God 
move all men to attain these ob- 
jectives, which all desire, even 
though prejudices, great difficul- 
ties, and many obstacles stand in 
the way of their achievement. 


I 


All the evils which poison men 
and nations and trouble so many 
hearts have a single cause and a 
single source: ignorance of the 
truth —and at times even more 
than ignorance, a contempt for 
truth and a reckless rejection of it. 
Thus arise all manner of errors, 
which enter the recesses of men’s 
hearts and the bloodstream of hu- 
man society as would a plague. 
These errors turn everything up- 
side down; they menace individu- 
als and society itself. 

And yet, God gave each of us an 


intellect capable of attaining natu- 
ral truth. If we adhere to this 
truth, we adhere to God Himself, 
the author of truth, the lawgiver 
and ruler of our lives. But if we 
reject this truth, whether out of 
foolishness, neglect, or malice, we 
turn our backs on the highest good 
itself and on the very norm for 
right living. 

Revealed truth 


As We have said, it is possible 
for us to attain natural truth by 
virtue of our intellects. But all 
cannot do this easily; often their 
efforts will result in a mixture of 
truth and error. This is particu- 
larly the case in matters of religion 
and sound morals. Moreover, we 
cannot possibly attain those truths 
which exceed the capacity of na- 
ture and the grasp of reason, un- 
less God enlightens and inspires 
us. This is why the Word of God, 
“who dwells in light inaccessible,” 2 
in His great love took pity on 
man’s plight, “became flesh and 
dwelt among us,” * that He might 
“enlighten every man who cometh 
into the world” * and lead him not 
only to full and perfect truth, but 
to virtue and eternal happiness. 
Ail men, therefore, are bound to 
accept the teaching of the gospel. 
For if this is rejected, the very 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, July 3, 1959. Latin text. Translation prepared 
for The Pope Speaks by Martin F. Connor. 

This is the first Encyclical of His Holiness Pope John XXIII. It is entitled “Ad Petri 
Cathedram” from its opening words, which mean in English “to the Chair of Peter.” 

In this letter, Pope John pleads for a return to truth, unity, and peace on many 
planes of our lives. He touches in broad terms upon many of the problems which 
beset the Church and mankind today. 
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foundations of truth, goodness, 
and civilization are endangered. 


Truth and error 


It is clear that We are discussing 
a serious matter, with which our 
eternal salvation is very intimately 
connected. Some men, as the Apos- 
tle of the Gentiles warns us, are 
“ever learning yet never attaining 
knowledge of the truth.”* They 
contend that the human mind can 
discover no truth that is certain or 
sure; they reject the truths re- 
vealed by God and necessary for 
our eternal salvation. 

Such men have strayed patheti- 
cally far from the teaching of 
Christ and the views expressed by 
the Apostle when he said, “Let us 
all attain to the unity of the faith 
and of the deep knowledge of the 
son of God . . . that we may no 
longer be children, tossed to and 
fro and carried about by every 
wind of doctrine devised in the 
wickedness of men, in craftiness, 
according to the wiles of error. 
Rather are we to practice the truth 
in love, and so grow up in ail 
things in him who is the head, 
Christ. For from him the whole 
body (being closely joined and knit 
together through every joint of the 
system according to the function- 
ing in due measure of each single 
part) derives its increase to the 
building up of itself in love.” ® 

Anyone who consciously and 


1 Cf. Isa. 11, 12. 
* 1 Tim. 6, 16. 

* John 1, 14. 

* John 1, 9. 

5 2 Tim. 8, 7. 

* Eph. 4, 13-16. 


ENCYCLICAL 


"Letter Saepenumero considerantes: Acta Leonis 8 (1883) 262. 
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wantonly attacks known truth, 
who arms himself with falsehood 
in his speech, his writings, or his 
conduct in order to attract and win 
over less learned men and to shape 
the inexperienced and impression- 
able minds of the young to his own 
way of thinking, takes advantage 
of the inexperience and innocence 
of others and engages in an alto- 
gether despicable business. 


The duties of the press 


In this connection We must urge 
to careful, exact, and prudent pres- 
entation of the truth those especial- 
ly who, through the books, maga- 
zines, and daily newspapers which 
are so abundant today, have such a 
great effect on the instruction and 
development of the minds of men, 
and especially of the young, and 
play such a large part in forming 
their opinions and shaping their 
characters. These people have a 
serious duty to disseminate, not 
lies, error, and obscenity, but only 
the truth; they are particularly 
bound to publicize what is con- 
ducive to good and virtuous con- 
duct, not to vice. 

For We see with deep sorrow 
what Our predecessor of immortal 
memory, Leo XIII, lamented: 
“Lies are boldly insinuated .. . 
into weighty tomes and slender 
volumes, into the transient pages 
of periodicals and the extravagant 
advertisements of the theater.” 7 
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We see “books and magazines writ- 
ten to mock virtue and exalt de- 
pravity.” ® 


Modern media of communication 


And in this day of ours, as you 
well know, Venerable Brethren and 
beloved sons, we also have radio 
broadcasts, motion pictures, and 
television (which can enter easily 
into the home). All of these can 
provide inspiration and incentive 
for morality and goodness, even 
Christian virtue. Unfortunately, 
however, they can also entice men, 
especially the young, to loose mo- 
rality and ignoble behavior, to 
treacherous error and perilous vice. 

The weapons of truth, then, must 
be used in defense against these 
weapons of evil. We must strive 
zealously and relentlessly to ward 
off the impact of this great evil 
which every day insinuates itself 
more deeply. 

We must fight immoral and false 
literature with literature that is 
wholesome and sincere. Radio 
broadcasts, motion pictures, and 
television shows which make error 
and vice attractive must be opposed 
by shows which defend truth and 
strive to preserve the integrity 
and safety of morals. Thus these 
new arts, which can work much 
evil, will be turned to the well- 
being and benefit of men, and at 
the same time will supply worth- 
while recreation. Health will come 
from a source which has often pro- 
duced only devastating sickness. 


Indifference to truth 
Some men, indeed, do not attack 


the truth wilfully, but work in 
heedless disregard of it. They act 
as though God had given us intel- 
lects for some purpose other than 
the pursuit and attainment of 
truth. This mistaken sort of action 
leads directly to that absurd propo- 
sition: one religion is just as good 
as another, for there is no distinc- 
tion here between truth and false- 
hood. “This attitude,” to quote 
Pope Leo again, “is directed to 
the destruction of all religions, but 
particularly the Catholic faith, 
which cannot be placed on a level 
with other religions without seri- 
ous injustice, since it alone is 
true.” ® Moreover, to contend that 
there is nothing to choose between 
contradictories and among contra- 
ries can lead only to this fatal con- 
clusion: a reluctance to accept any 
religion either in theory or prac- 
tice. 

How can God, who is truth, ap- 
prove or tolerate the indifference, 
neglect, and sloth of those who at- 
tach no importance to matters on 
which our eternal salvation de- 
pends; who attach no importance 
to the pursuit and attainment of 
necessary truths, or to the offering 
of that proper worship which is 
owed to God alone? 

So much toil and effort is ex- 
pended today in mastering and ad- 
vancing human knowledge that our 
age glories—and rightly—in the 
amazing progress it has made in 
the field of scientific research. But 
why do we not devote as much en- 
ergy, ingenuity, and enthusiasm to 
the sure and safe attainment of 
that learning which concerns not 


* Letter Exeunte iam anno: Acta Leonis 8 (1888) 396. 
* Encyclical Humanum genus: Acta Leonis 4 (1884) 53. 
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this earthly, mortal life but the life 
which lies ahead of us in heaven? 
Our spirit will rest in peace and 
joy only when we have reached 
that truth which is taught in the 
gospels and which should be re- 
duced to action in our lives. This 
is a joy which surpasses by far any 
pleasure which can come from the 
study of things human or from 
those marvelous inventions which 
we use today and are constantly 
praising to the skies. 


li 


Once we have attained the truth 
in its fullness, integrity, and pur- 
ity, unity should pervade our 
minds, hearts, and actions. For 
there is only one cause of discord, 
disagreement, and dissension: ig- 
norance of the truth, or what is 
worse, rejection of the truth once 
it has been sought and found. It 
may be that the truth is rejected 
because of the practical advantages 
which are expected to result from 
false views; it may be that it is re- 

_ jected as a result of that perverted 
blindness which seeks easy and in- 
dulgent excuses for vice and im- 
moral behavior. 


Truth, peace, prosperity 

All men, therefore, private citi- 
zens as well as government officials, 
must love the truth sincerely if they 
are to attain that peace and har- 
mony on which depends ail real 
prosperity, public and private. 

We especially urge to peace and 
unity those who hold the reins of 
government. We who are placed 
above international controversy 
have the same affection for the peo- 
ple of all nations. We are led by 
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no earthly advantages, no motives 
of political dominance, no desires 
for the things of this life. When 
We speak of this serious matter 
Our thoughts can be given a fair 
hearing and judged impartially by 
the citizens of every nation. 


The brotherhood of man 


God created men as brothers, not 
foes. He gave them the earth to be 
cultivated by their toil and labor. 
Each and every man is to enjoy 
the fruits of the earth and receive 
from it his sustenance and the nec- 
essities of life. The various nations 
are simply communities of men, 
that is, of brothers. They are to 
work in brotherly cooperation for 
the common prosperity of human 
society, not simply for their own 
particular goals. 


A journey to immortal life 


Besides this, our journey through 
this mortal life should not be re- 
garded as an end in itself, entered 
upon merely for pleasure. This 
journey leads beyond the burial of 
our human flesh to immortal life, 
to a fatherland which will endure 
forever. 

If this teaching, this consoling 
hope, were taken away from men, 
there would be no reason for living. 
Lusts, dissensions, and disputes 
would erupt from within us. There 
would be no reasonable check to 
restrain them. The olive branch of: 
peace would not shine in our 
thoughts; the firebrands of war 
would blaze there. Our lot would 
be cast with beasts, who do not 
have the use of reason. Ours would 
be an even worse lot, for we do 
have the use of reason and by abus- 
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ing it (which, unfortunately, often 
happens) we can sink into a state 
lower than that of beasts. Like 
Cain, we would commit a terrible 
crime and stain the earth with our 
brother’s blood. 

Before all else, then, we must 
turn our thoughts to sound prin- 
ciples if we wish, as we should, to 
guide our actions along the path of 
justice. 

We are called brothers. We ac- 
tually are brothers. We share a 
common destiny in this life and the 
next. Why, then, do we act as 
though we are foes and enemies? 
Why do we envy one another? Why 
do we stir up hatred? Why do we 
ready lethal weapons for use 
against our brothers? 

There has already been enough 
warfare among men! Too many 
youths in the flower of life have 
shed their blood already! Legions 
of the dead, all fallen in battle, 
dwell within this earth of ours. 
Their stern voices urge us all to 
return at once to harmony, unity, 
and a just peace. 

All men, then, should turn their 
attention away from those things 
that divide and separate us, and 
should consider how they may be 
joined in mutual and just regard 
for one another’s opinions and pos- 
sessions. 


Unity among nations 

Only if we desire peace, as we 
should, instead of war, and only if 
we all aspire sincerely to fraternal 
harmony among nations, shall it 
come to pass that public affairs and 
public questions are correctly un- 
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derstood and settled to the satisfac- 
tion of all. Then shall international 
conferences seek and reach deci- 
sions conducive to the longed-for 
unity of the whole human family. 
In the enjoyment of that unity, in- 
dividual nations will see that their 
right to liberty is not subject to an- 
other’s whims but is fully secure. 

Those who oppress others and 
strip them of their due liberty can 
contribute nothing to the attain- 
ment of this unity. 

The mind of Our predecessor, 
Leo XIII, squares perfectly with 
this view: “Nothing is better suited 
than Christian virtue, and espe- 
cially justice, to check ambition, 
covetousness, and envy, which are 
the chief causes of war.” 1° 

But if men do not pursue this 
fraternal unity, based on the pre- 
cepts of justice and nurtured by 
charity, then human affairs will 
remain in serious peril. This is 
why wise men grieve and lament; 
they are uncertain whether we are 
heading for sincere, true, and firm 
peace, or are rushing in complete 
blindness into the fires of a new 
and terrible war. 

We say “in complete blindness,” 
for if—God forbid!—another war 
should break out, nothing but dev- 
astating destruction and total ruin 
await both victor and vanquished. 
The monstrous weapons our age 
has devised will see to that! 

We ask all men, but particularly 
rulers of nations, to weigh these 
considerations prudently and seri- 
ously in the presence of God our 
protector. May they enter with a 
will upon those paths which will 


* Letter Praeclara gratulationis: Acta Leonis 14 (1894) 210. 

















lead to the unity that is so badly 
needed. This harmonious unity 
will be restored when hearts are at 
peace, when the rights of all are 
guaranteed, and when there has 
dawned that liberty due every- 
where to individual citizens, to the 
state, and to the Church. 


Unity in society 

The harmonious unity which 
must be sought among peoples and 
nations also needs ever greater im- 
provement among the various 
classes of individuals. Otherwise 
mutual antagonism and conflict 
can result, as we have already seen. 
And the next step brings rioting 
mobs, wanton destruction of prop- 
erty, and sometimes even blood- 
shed. Meanwhile public and pri- 
vate resources diminish and are 
stretched to the danger point. 

On this point Pope Leo XIII 
made apt and appropriate com- 
ment: “God has commanded that 
_ there be differences of classes in 

the human community and that 
these classes, by friendly coopera- 
tion, work out a fair and mutual 
adjustment of their interests.” 
For it is quite clear that “as the 
symmetry of the human frame re- 
sults from suitable arrangement of 
the various parts of the body, so in 
a body politic it is ordained by na- 
ture that . .. the classes should 
dwell in harmony and agreement, 
so as to maintain the balance of the 
body politic. Each needs the other: 
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capital cannot do without labor, 
nor labor without capital. Their 
mutual agreement will result in the 
splendor of right order.” 12 

Anyone, therefore, who ventures 
to deny that there are differences 
among social classes contradicts 
the very laws of nature. Indeed, 
whoever opposes peaceful and nec- 
essary cooperation among the so- 
cial classes is attempting, beyond 
doubt, to disrupt and divide human 
society ; he menaces and does seri- 
ous injury to private interests and 
the public welfare. 

As Our predecessor, Pius XII, 
wisely said, “In a nation that is 
worthy of the name, inequalities 
among the social classes present 
few or no obstacles to their union 
in common brotherhood. We refer, 
of course, to those inequalities 
which result not from human ca- 
price but from the nature of things 
—inequalities having to do with in- 
tellectual and spiritual growth, 
with economic facts, with differ- 
ences in individual circumstances, 
within, of course, the-limits pre- 
scribed by justice and mutual char- 
ity.” 18 

The various classes of society, as 
well as groups of individuals, may 
certainly protect their rights, pro- 
vided this is done by legal means, 
not violence, and provided that 
they do no injustice to the inviola- 
ble rights of others. All men are 
brothers. Their differences, there- 
fore, must be settled by friendly 
agreement, with brotherly love for 
one another. 


™ Letter Permoti Nos: Acta Leonis 15 (1895) 259. 
% Encyclical Rerum novarum: Acta Leonis 11 (1891) 109. 


* Christmas Message, 1944: Discorsi e radiomessaggi di S.S, Pio XII, y, 6, 239, 
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Improved relations among 
the classes 


On this point it should be noted, 
and this gives rise to hope for a 
better future, that in some places 
in recent days relations among the 
classes have been less bitter and 
difficult. As Our predecessor, ad- 
dressing the Catholics of Germany, 
expressed it: “The terrible dis- 
asters of the recent war plunged 
you inte hardship, but produced at 
least one blessing among the many 
classes of your population: preju- 
dices and exaggerated ambitions 
for personal advantage have sub- 
sided; the conflicting interests of 
the classes are nearer to reconcili- 
ation. Closer association with one 
another since the war has done 
this. Hard times borne together 
have taught you all a helpful, 
though bitter, lesson.” 1¢ 

As a matter of fact, the distances 
which separate the classes of soci- 
ety are shrinking. Since it is no 
longer a matter merely of “capital” 
and “labor,” the number of classes 
has multiplied, and all of them are 
readily accessible to all men. Any- 
one who is diligent and capable has 
the opportunity to rise to higher 
levels of society. As for the condi- 
tion of those who live by their daily 
toil; it is consoling to note that re- 
cently undertaken improvements in 
working conditions in factories and 
other places of employment have 


done more than give these workers . 


a greater economic value; they 
have made their lives’nobler and 
more dignified. 


“% Radio address to the 73rd Congress 
messaggi di S.S. Pio XII, v. 11, 189. 


- AAS 28 (19381) 393-94. 
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A leng way to go 

But there is still a long way to 
go. For there is still too much dis- 
parity in the possession of material 
goods, too much reason for hostility 
among various groups, because of 
opinions on the right to property 
(opinions sometimes unsound, 
sometimes not entirely just) held 
by those who desire unfair advan- 
tages and benefits for themselves. 

There is also the threat of un- 
employment, a source of anxiety 
and unhappiness for many men. 
And this problem can entail even 
greater difficulties today, when 
men are being replaced by all sorts 
of advanced machines. Of this 
kind of unemployment, Our prede- 
cessor of happy memory, Pius XI, 
uttered this complaint: ‘There 
are,” he said, “honest workingmen 
almost beyond number who want 
only an opportunity to earn by hon- 
est means that daily bread for 
which, by divine command, we en- 
treat our Father in heaven. But, 
instead, they are reduced to idle- 
ness and, along with their families, 
reach the very depths of privation. 
Their unhappiness touches Our 
heart; We are constrained to take 
pity and to repeat the merciful 
words that came from the heart of 
our Divine Master when He saw 
the multitude languishing in hun- 
ger: ‘I have compassion on the 
crowd’ (Mark 8, 2).” 

Indeed, if wé long hopefully— 
as we should— for the realization 
of this mutual ‘union among the 
classes of society, then we must do 
all that we can to bring it about by 


of German Catholics: Discorsi e radio- 








: Aby Seine? 





ENCYCLICAL 367 


public and private endeavor and 
cooperation in courageous under- 
takings, that all men, even those of 
the lowest classes, can obtain life’s 
necessities by their toil and by the 
sweat of their brow, and that they 
can provide, in an honorable man- 
ner and with some degree of sure- 
ness, for their future and that of 
their families. In addition, con- 
temporary progress has made 
many conveniences an integral part 
of everyday life; even the poorest 
citizens may not be excluded from 
the enjoyment of these advantages. 

Moreover, We earnestly exhort 
all those who have responsible po- 
sitions in the various areas of hu- 
man endeavor and on whom the lot 
of the workers and sometimes their 
very lives depend, not only that 
they pay the just wages due to the 
labors of their workers or simply 
safeguard their rights so far as 
wages are concerned, but also that 
they really consider them as men, 
or rather, as brothers. And so they 
should see to it that in some suit- 
able way their employees are able 


* to share more and more in the 


fruits of their labor and come to 
regard themselves as partners in 
the entire enterprise. 

We give, this counsel in a 
that the rights and duties of em- 
ployers may more and more be har- 
monized and reconciled with the 
rights and duties of employees, and 
that the associations representing 
the interests of each “will not seem 
like armies ready to make or repel 
attacks in such wise as to make the 
enemy more resolute or to incite 


counterattack, or like a _ river 
which engulfs every obstacle in its 
course; but like a bridge which 
joins opposite shores.” 26 

It is very important, however, 
that moral progress should not lag 
behind economic progress. Any- 
thing else would be unworthy of 
men, not to say of Christians. If 
the working classes have an abun- 
dance of material goods and enjoy 
all the benefits of civilization while 
losing or neglecting those higher 
goods which pertain to the im- 
mortal soul, what does it profit 
them? 


Christian charity 


But all will come out well if the 
social teaching of the Catholic 
Church is applied as it should be to 
the problem. Everyone then must 
“strive to preserve in himself and 
to arouse in others, be they of high 
or low degree, the queen: and mis- 
tress of all the virtues, charity. 
The salvation we hope for is to' be 
expected primarily from a great 
outpouring of charity. We refer 
to that Christian charity which is 
a principle synthesizing ‘the entire 
gospel. That charity is always 
ready to spend itself in the interest 
of others and is the surest remedy 
against worldly pride and immod- 
erate self-esteem. St. Paul the 
Apostle described the. character- 
isties of this virtue when he said: 
‘Charity is patient, is kind; is not 
self-seeking ; bears with all things, 
endures all things’ (1-Cor. 18, 
4-7) 7 11 


6 “Per un solido ordine sociale.” Discorsi e radiomessaggi di S.S. Pio XII vy. 1, 350. 
Letter Inter graves: Acta Leonis 11 (1891) 143-44. 
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Unity within the family 


We have called nations, their 
rulers, and all classes of society to 
harmonious unity. Now We sin- 
cerely urge families to achieve and 
strengthen this unity within them- 
selves. 

For unless peace, unity, and con- 
cord are present in domestic soci- 
ety, how can they exist in civil so- 
ciety? 

This harmonious unity which 
should exist within the family cir- 
cle rises from the holiness and in- 
dissolubility of Christian marriage. 
It is the basis of much of the order, 
progress, and prosperity of civil 
society. 

Within the family, the father 
stands in God’s place. He must 
lead and guide the rest by his au- 
thority and the example of his good 
life. 

The mother, on the other hand, 
should form her children firmly 
and graciously by the mildness of 
her manner and by her virtue. 

Together the parents should 
carefully rear their children, God’s 
most precious gift, to an upright 
and religious life. 

Children must honor, obey, and 
love their parents. They must give 
their parents not only solace but 
also concrete assistance if it is 
needed. 

The charity which burned in the 
household at Nazareth should be an 
inspiration for every family. All 
the Christian virtues should flour- 
ish in the family, unity should 
thrive, and the example of its vir- 


%* Matt. 28, 20. 
® John 17, 21. 
” Cf. Heb. 5, 7. 
= John 10, 16. 
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tuous living should shine brightly. 

We earnestly pray God to pre- 
vent any damage to this valuable, 
beneficial, and necessary union. 
The Christian family is a sacred in- 
stitution. If it totters, if the norms 
which the Divine Redeemer laid 
down for it are rejected or ignored, 
then the very foundations of the 
state tremble; civil society stands 
betrayed and in peril. Everyone 
suffers. 


Ill 


Now We shall discuss a unity 
which is of particular concern to 
Us and is closely connected to the 
pastoral mission which God has en- 
trusted to Us: the unity of the 
Church. 


One fold and one shepherd 


Everyone realizes, of course, 
that God our Redeemer founded 
this society which was to endure to 
the end of time, for as Christ said, 
“Behold, I am with you all days, 
even unto the consummation of the 
world.” 78 For this intention He 
addressed ardent prayers to His 
Father : “That all may be one, even 
as thou, Father, in me and I in 
thee; that they also may be one in 
us.” 1® Surely this prayer was 
heard and granted because of His 
reverent submission.2° This is a 
comforting hope; it assures us that 
someday all the sheep who are not 
of this fold will want to return to 
it. Then, in the words of God our 
Savior, “there shall be one fold and 
one shepherd.” 24 
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An Ecumenical Council 


This fond hope compelled Us to 
make public Our intention to hold 
an Ecumenical Council. Bishops 
from every part of the world will 
gather there to discuss serious re- 
ligious topics. They will consider, 
in particular, the growth of the 
Catholic faith, the restoration of 
sound morals among the Christian 
flock, and appropriate adaptation 
of Church discipline to the needs 
and conditions of our times. 

This event will be a wonderful 
spectacle of truth, unity, and char- 
ity. For those who behold it but 
are not one with this Apostolic See, 
We hope that it will be a gentle in- 
vitation to seek and find that unity 
for which Jesus Christ prayed so 
ardently to His Father in heaven. 


Movements toward union 


We are already aware, to Our 
great joy, that many of the com- 
munities that are separated from 
the See of Blessed Peter have re- 
cently shown some inclination to- 
ward the Catholic faith and its 
teachings. They have manifested 


a high regard for this Apostolic 


See and an esteem which grows 
greater from day to day as devotion 
to truth overcomes earlier miscon- 
ceptions. 

We have taken note that almost 
all those who are adorned with the 
name of Christian even though sep- 
arated from Us and from one an- 
other have sought to forge bonds of 
unity by means of many congresses 


* John 14, 6. 
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and by establishing councils. This 
is evidence that they are moved by 
an intense desire for unity of some 
kind. 


A mark of Christ’s Church 


When the Divine Redeemer 
founded His Church, there is no 
doubt that He made firm unity its 
cornerstone and one of its essential 
attributes. Had He not done this— 
and it is absurd even to make such 
a suggestion—He would have 
founded a transient thing, which 
in time, at least, would destroy it- 
self. For in just this way have 
nearly all philosophies risen from 
among the vagaries of human opin- 
ion: one after another, they come 
into being, they evolve, they are 
forgotten. But this clearly cannot 
be the history of a divine teaching 
authority founded by Jesus Christ, 
“the way, the truth, and the life.” 2? 

But this unity, Venerable Breth- 
ren and beloved sons, must be solid, 
firm, and sure, not transient, un- 
certain, or unstable.?* Though there 
is no such unity in other Christian 
communities, all who look carefully 
can see that it is present in the 
Catholic Church. 


Three unities 


Indeed, the Catholic Church is set 
apart and distinguished by these 
three characteristics: unity of doc- 
trine, unity of organization, unity 
of worship. This unity is so con- | 
spicuous that by it all men can find 
and recognize the Catholic Church. 

It is the will of God, the Church’s 
founder, that all the sheep should 


™ Cf. the Encyclical of Pope Pius XI fostering true religious unity, Mortalium ani- 


mos: AAS 20 (1928) 5 ff. 
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eventually gather into this one fold, 
under the guidance of one shep- 
herd. All God’s children are sum- 
moned to their father’s only home, 
and its cornerstone is Peter. All 
men should work together like 
brothers to become part of this 
single kingdom of God; for the citi- 
zens of that kingdom are united in 
peace and harmony on earth that 
they might enjoy eternal happiness 
some day in heaven. 


Unity of doctrine 


The Catholic Church teaches the 
necessity of believing firmly and 
faithfully all that God has revealed. 
This revelation is contained in sa- 
cred scripture and in the oral and 
written tradition that has come 
down through the centuries from 
the apostolic age and finds expres- 
sion in the ordinances and defini- 
tions of the popes and legitimate 
Ecumenical Councils. 

Whenever a man has wandered 
from this path, the Church has 
never failed to use her maternal 
authority to call him again and 
again to the right road. She knows 
well that there is no other truth 
than the one truth she treasures; 
that there can be no “truths” in 
contradiction of it. Thus she re- 
peats and bears witness to the 
words of the Apostle: “For we can 
do nothing against the truth, but 
only for the truth.” 


™ 2 Cor. 18, 8. 
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Religious controversy 

The Catholic Church, of course, 
leaves many questions open to the 
discussion of theologians. She does 
this to the extent that matters are 
not absolutely certain. Far from 
jeopardizing the Church’s unity, 
controversies, as a noted English 
author, John Henry Cardinal New- 
man, has remarked, can actually 
pave the way for its attainment. 
For discussion can lead to fuller 
and deeper understanding of re- 
ligious truths; when one idea 
strikes against another, there may 
be a spark.”5 

But that common saying, ex- 
pressed in various ways and at- 
tributed to various authors, must 
be recalled with approval: in es- 
sentials, unity; in doubtful mat- 
ters, liberty; in all things, charity. 


Unity in organization 

That there is unity in the ad- 
ministration of the Catholic 
Church is evident. For as the faith- 
ful are subject to their priests, so 
are priests to their bishops, whom 
“the Holy Spirit has placed ... 
to rule the Church of God.” 2° So, 
too, every bishop is subject to the 
Roman pontiff, the successor of 
Saint Peter, whom Christ called a 
rock and made the foundation of 
His Church.2* It was to Peter that 
Christ gave in a special way the 
power to bind and loose on earth,”* 
to strengthen his brethren,”® to 
feed the entire flock.®° 


* Cf. J. H. Newman, Difficulties of Anglicans, v. 1, 261 ff. 


* Acts 20, 28. 

* Cf, Matt. 16, 18. 

* Cf. ibid. 16, 19. 

* Cf. Luke 22, 32. 

© Cf. John 21, 15-17. 
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Unity of worship 


As for unity of worship, the 
Catholic Church has had seven sac- 
raments, neither more nor less, 
from her beginning right down to 
the present day. Jesus Christ left 
her these sacraments as a sacred 
legacy, and she has never ceased to 
administer them throughout the 
Catholic world and thus to feed and 
foster the supernatural life of the 
faithful. 

All this is common knowledge, 
and it is also common knowledge 
that only one sacrifice is offered in 
the Church. In this Eucharistic 
sacrifice Christ Himself, our Sal- 
vation and our Redeemer, immo- 
lates Himself each day for all of 
us and mercifully pours out on us 
the countless riches of His grace. 
No blood is shed, but the sacrifice 
is real, just as real as when Christ 
hung from a cross on Calvary. 

And so Saint Cyprian had good 
reason to remark: “It would be im- 
possible to set up another altar or 
to create a new priesthood over and 
above this one altar and this one 
priesthood.” * 

Obviously, of course, this fact 
does not prevent the presence in 
the-Catholic Church of a variety of 
approved rites, which simply en- 
hance her beauty. Like a king’s 
daughter, the Church wears robes 
of rich embroidery.*” 

All men are to have part in this 
true unity ; and so, when a Catholic 
priest offers the Eucharistic Sacri- 
fice, he presents our merciful God 
with a spotless Victim and prays to 
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Him especially “for Thy holy Cath- 
olic Church, that it may please 
Thee to grant her peace, to protect, 
unite, and govern her throughout 
the world, together with Thy serv- 
ant our Pope, and all who truly be- 
lieve and profess the Catholic and 
Apostolic faith.” * 


An invitation to union 


We address Ourselves now to all 
of you who are separated from this 
Apostolic See. May this wonder- 
ful spectacle of unity, by which the 
Catholic Church is set apart and 
distinguished, as well as the pray- 
ers and entreaties with which she 
begs God for unity, stir your hearts 
and awaken you to what is really 
in your best interest. 

May We, in fond anticipation, 
address you as sons and brethren? 
May We hope with a father’s love 
for your return? 

Once when a terrible schism was 
rending the seamless garment of 
the Church, Bishop Theophilus of 
Alexandria addressed his sons and 
brethren with words of pastoral 
zeal. We take pleasure in address- 
ing these same words to you: 
“Dearly beloved, we have all been 
invited to heaven. Let each, then, 
according to his abilities imitate 
Jesus, our model and the author of 
our salvation. 

“Let us embrace that humility 
of soul which elevates us to great 
heights, that charity which unites. 
us with God; let us have a genuine 
faith in revealed mysteries. 

“Avoid division, shun discord, 
... encourage charity toward one 


" Letter 43, 5: Corp. Vind. III, 2, 594; cf. letter 40: Migne, P.L. 4, 345. 


@ Cf. Ps. 44, 15. 
* Canon of the Mass. 
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another. Heed the words of Christ: 
‘By this will all men know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another.’ ” % 

When We fondly call you to the 
unity of the Church, please observe 
that We are not inviting you to a 
strange home, but to your own, to 
the abode of your forefathers. Per- 
mit Us, then, to long for you all 
“in the heart of Christ Jesus,” * 
and to exhort you all to be mindful 
of your forefathers who “preached 
God’s word to you; contemplate the 
happy issue of the life they lived, 
and imitate their faith.” * 

There is in paradise a glorious 
legion of Saints who have passed 
to heaven from your people. By 
the example of their lives they 
seem to summon you to union with 
this Apostolic See with which your 
Christian community was benefi- 
cially united for so many centuries. 
You are summoned especially by 
those Saints who in their writings 
perpetuated and explained with 
admirable accuracy the teachings 
of Jesus Christ. 

We address, then, as brethren all 
who are separated from Us, using 
the words of Saint Augustine: 
“Whether they wish it or not, they 
are our brethren. They cease to be 
our brethren only when they stop 
saying ‘Our Father.’ ” *7 

“Let us love God our Lord; let 
us love His Church. Let us love 
Him as our father and her as our 
mother, Him as our master and her 
as His handmaid. For we are the 
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children of His handmaid. This 
marriage is based on a deep love. 
No one can offend one of them and 
be a friend of the other. . . . What 
difference does it make that you 
have not offended your father, if 
he punishes offenses against your 
mother? ... Therefore, dearly be- 
loved, be all of one mind and re- 
main true to God your father and 
your mother the Church.” * 


A crusade of prayer 


We address suppliant prayers to 
our gracious God, the giver of 
heavenly light and of all good 
things, that He safeguard the 
unity of the Church and extend 
the fold and kingdom of Christ. 
We urge all Our brethren in Christ 
and Our beloved sons to pray fer- 
vently for the same intentions. 
The outcome of the approaching 
Ecumenical Council will depend 
more on a crusade of fervent pray- 
er than on human effort and dili- 
gent application. And so with lov- 
ing heart We also invite to this 
crusade all who are not of this fold 
but reverence and worship God 
and strive in good faith to obey 
His commands. 

May the divine plea of Christ 
further and fulfill this hope and 
these prayers of Ours: “Holy 
Father, keep in thy name those 
whom thou hast given me, that they 
may be one even as we are... . 
Sanctify them in the truth. Thy 
word is truth. . . . Yet not for these 


“ Cf. Hom. in mysticam caenam: P.G. 77, 1027. 
* Phil, 1, 8. 
* Heb, 18, 7. 
™ Saint Augustine In Ps. 82, Enarr. II, 29: Migne, P.L. 36, 299. 
* Saint Augustine, In Ps. 82, Enarr. II, 14: Migne, P.L. 37, 1140. 
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only do I pray, but for those also 
who through their word are to be- 
lieve in me... that they may be 
perfected in unity... .” 

We repeat this prayer, as does 
the whole Catholic world in union 
with Us. We are spurred by a burn- 
ing love for all men, but also by 
that interior humility which the 
gospel teaches. For We know the 
lowliness of him whom God raised 
to the dignity of the Sovereign 
Pontificate, not because of Our 
merits, but according to His mys- 
terious designs. Wherefore, to all 
Our brethren and sons who are 
separated from the Chair of Bless- 
ed Peter, We say again: “Iam... 
Joseph, your brother.” *° Come, 
“make room for us.” ** We want 
nothing else, desire nothing else, 
pray God for nothing else but your 
salvation, your eternal happiness. 


The peace of Christ 


Come! This long-desired unity, 
fostered and fed by brotherly love, 
will beget a great peace. This is 


. the peace “which surpasses all un- 


derstanding,” #2 since its birth- 
place is in heaven. It is the same 
peace which Christ promised to 
men of good will through the song 
of the angels who hovered over His 
crib; * it is the peace He imparted 
after instituting the. Eucharistic 
Sacrament and Sacrifice: “Peace I 
leave with you, my peace I give to 
you; not as the world gives do I 
give to you.” “ 


® John 17: 11, 17, 20, 21, 28. 
Gen. 45, 4. 

“* 2 Cor. 7, 2. 

® Phil. 4, 7. 

© Cf. Luke 2, 14. 

“ John 14, 27. 


Peace and joy! Yes, joy—be- 
cause those who are really and 
effectively joined to the Mystical 
Body of Christ, which is the Cath- 
olic Church, share in that life 
which flows from the divine Head 
into each part of the Body. 
Through that life, those who faith- 
fully obey all the precepts and 
commands of our Redeemer can en- 
joy even in this mortal life that 
happiness which is a foretaste and 
pledge of heaven’s eternal happi- 
ness. 

And yet, as long as we are jour- 
neying in exile over this earth, our 
peace and happiness will be imper- 
fect. For such peace is not com- 
pletely untroubled and serene; it 
is active, not calm and motionless. 
In short, this is a peace that is ever 
at war. It wars with every sort of 
error, including that which falsely 
wears the face of truth; it strug- 
gles against the enticements of 
vice, against those enemies of the 
soul, of whatever description, who 
can weaken, blemish, or destroy 
our innocence or Catholic faith. 
This peace combats hatred, fraud, 
and discord, which can impair and 
cripple our faith. 

This is why our Divine Redeem- 
er left His peace with us, gave 
His peace to us. 

The peace, then, which we must 
seek, which we must strive to 
achieve with all the means at our 
disposal, must—as We have said— 
make no concessions to error, must 
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compromise in no way with pro- 
ponents of falsehood; it must make 
no concessions to vice; it must dis- 
courage all discord. Those who ad- 
here to this peace must be ready 
to renounce their own interests and 
advantages for the sake of truth 
and justice, according to the 
words: “Seek first the kingdom of 
God and his justice.” * 

We pray earnestly to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, to whose Immaculate 
Heart Our predecessor, Pius XII, 
consecrated the entire human race. 
May she seek and obtain from God 
this harmonious unity, this true, 
active, and militant peace, on be- 
half of Our children in Christ and 
all those who, though separated 
from Us, cannot help loving truth, 
unity, and peace. 


IV 


Now We wish to address a few 
fatherly words specifically to each 
of the ranks within the Catholic 
Church. 


Bishops 


First of all, “our heart is wide 
open to you,” “® Venerable Breth- 
ren in the episcopacy of both the 
Eastern and Western Church. As 
guides with Us of the Christian 
people, you have borne the burden 
of the day’s heat.47 We know your 
diligence. We know the apostolic 
zeal with which, in your respective 
dioceses, you strive to advance, 


* Matt. 6, 88. 

“2 Cor. 6, 11. 

* Cf. Matt. 20, 12. 
“® James 1, 17. 

® John 15, 5. 

© Phil. 4, 18. 

* Ibid. 4, 19. 


strengthen, and spread the king- 
dom of God. 

And We also know your hard- 
ships, your sorrows. You grieve 
that so many of your children are 
lost, pathetically duped by false- 
hood; you are confronted by a lack 
of material means, which some- 
times makes impossible a wider 
spread of Catholicism in your dio- 
ceses; and the number of priests at 
your disposal is in many places in- 
adequate to the mounting demands 
for their services. 

But trust in Him from whom 
comes “every good gift and every 
perfect gift.” “* Have confidence in 
Jesus Christ; pray without ceasing 
to Him, without whom “you can 
do nothing.” * By His grace you 
may each repeat the words of the 
Apostle, “I can do all things in Him 
who strengthens me.” 5° 

“But may . . . God supply your 
every need according to his riches 
in glory in Christ Jesus,” ™ that 
you may reap rich harvests and 
gather rich crops from the fields 
you have cultivated by your toil 
and your sweat. 


The clergy 


We also address Ourselves with a 
father’s love to the members of the 
diocesan and religious clergy : those 
who are your close assistants in 
your Curia, Venerable Brethren; 
those who toil in seminaries at a 
very important work, the forma- 
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tion and education of youths called 
to the Lord’s service ; those, finally, 
who are parish priests in crowded 
cities, in towns, or in distant and 
lonely outposts and whose mission 
today is very difficult, very de- 
manding, and of the utmost im- 
portance. 

We are sure it is unnecessary 
for us to mention it, but priests 
should be careful to be always 
obedient and submissive to their 
bishop. As Saint Ignatius of An- 
tioch said: “Since you are subject 
to your bishop as to Jesus Christ, 
... Whatever you do must be done 
in union with your bishop.” ®*? “All 
who belong to God and Jesus Christ 
are in union with their bishop.” ™ 

Priests should also be mindful 
that they are more than public dig- 
nitaries; they are sacred ministers. 
And so, as they work to bring God’s 
light to the minds of men, to re- 
direct the wills of sinners with 
heaven’s help and with brotherly 
love, as they work to advance and 
spread the peace-bringing king- 

“dom of Jesus Christ, they must 
never think that there is a fixed 
limit to their labors, or to the 
outlay of their time and be- 
longings, their expenditures, or of 
their personal inconvenience. They 
must seek God’s grace in humble 
and ceaseless prayer, and they 
must rely on this grace far more 
than on their own toil and labor. 


Religious men 


We also extend Our paternal best 
wishes to Our sons in religious or- 
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ders and congregations. These men 
have embraced the various states 
of evangelical perfection and live 
according to the particular rules 
of their Institutes in obedience to 
their superiors. We urge them to 
strive tirelessly and with all their 
strength for the achievement of 
the goals their founders have set 
forth in those rules. They should, 
in particular, be fervent in prayer 
and assiduous in works of penance; 
they should undertake the sound 
formation and education of the 
young and assist, so far as they 
can, those who are beset in any 
way by want or distress. 

We know, of course, that due to 
various conditions many of these 
beloved sons of Ours are frequently 
called upon to undertake the pas- 
toral care of the faithful; and this 
has redounded to the benefit of the 
Christian name and Christian vir- 
tue. Although We are sure they 
need no such admonition, We again 
exhort these religious to meet the 
present-day needs of the people 
spontaneously and enthusiastical- 
ly, cooperating zealously and ener- 
getically with the efforts of the 
other clergy. 


Missionaries 

And now Our thoughts turn to 
those religious who have left the 
homes of their ancestors and their 
beloved countries and have gone to 
foreign lands where they experi- 
ence serious inconveniences and 
overcome all sorts of difficulties. 
Today, in distant fields, they toil 


= Funk, Patres Apostolici, I, 248-245; cf. Migne, P.G. 5, 675. 


" Ibid. I, 267; cf. Migne, P.G. 5, 699. 
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to impart the truth of the gospel 
and Christian virtue to the people 
who dwell there, that “the word of 
the Lord may run and be glorified” 
among them. "* 

A tremendous task is entrusted 
to these missionaries. To fulfill it 
and expand its scope, all Christians 
must cooperate by prayer and such 
contributions as their means per- 
mit. There is, perhaps, no under- 
taking that pleases God more than 
this one; it is an integral part of 
the duty all men have to spread 
the Kingdom of God. 


Ambassadors of Christ 


These heralds of the gospel dedi- 
cate and consecrate their lives to 
God in order that the light of Jesus 
Christ may enlighten every man 
who comes into the world,™ that 
the grace of God may enter and 
support every soul, and that all 
men may be aroused to a life that 
is good, honorable, and Christian. 
These men seek not their own in- 
terests, but those of Jesus Christ.5* 
They have answered with generos- 
ity the call of their Divine Redeem- 
er and can apply to themselves the 
words of the Apostle of the Gen- 
tiles: “On behalf of Christ... we 
are acting as ambassadors,” ** and 
“though we walk in the flesh, we 
do not make war according to the 
flesh.” ** They regard as a second 
fatherland and love with an active 


% 2 Thess. 3,1. 
* Cf. John 1, 9. 
* Cf. Phil. 2, 21. 
* 2 Cor. 5, 20. 
2 Cor. 10, 3. 
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charity the land to which they 
have come to bring the light of the 
Gospel’s truth. Although they will 
always have deep affection for 
their native land and their diocese 
or religious institute, they regard 
it as clear and certain that the 
good of the universal Church must 
be preferred and they must give 
it their first and wholehearted 
service. 

We wish, therefore, to say that 
there is a special place in Our heart 
for these beloved sons, and for all 
who generously assist them in 
their fields of labor by teaching 
catechism or in other ways. Every 
day We offer humble prayers to 
God for them and their endeavors. 
We wish to confirm with Our au- 
thority, and with like affection, all 
that Our predecessors—especially 
Pius XI5* and Pius XII ®—have 
seen fit to set down on this subject 
in their Encyclical Letters. 


Religious women 


We must also write of those holy 
virgins who by their vows have 
consecrated themselves to God that 
they might serve Him alone and 
unite themselves closely with their 
Divine Spouse in mystic nuptials. 

They may lead hidden lives in 
cloistered convents or dedicate 
themselves to the works of the 
apostolate. In either case, they can 


* Encyclical Rerum Ecclesiae: AAS 18 (1926) 65 ff. 


® Encyclical Evangelii 


AAS 48 (1951) 497; Encyclical Fidei donum AAS 
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pursue their salvation the more 
easily and happily and also be of 
preeminent assistance in Christian 
countries and in those lands where 
the light of the gospel has not yet 
shone. 

How much these holy virgins 
accomplish! They render extensive 
and distinguished service which 
no one else could perform with the 
same blend of virginal and mater- 
nal concern! They do this not in 
one, but in many fields of endeavor. 
They attend to the sound forma- 
tion and education of the young. 
They teach religion to boys and 
girls in parochial schools. They 
tend the sick in hospitals and lead 
their thoughts to heavenly things. 
They care for patients in homes for 
the aged with cheerful and merci- 
ful charity and move them in a 
wonderful and gentle way to a de- 
sire for eternal life. In homes for 
orphans, and for children born out 
of wedlock they stand in the place 
of a mother and cherish with a 
mother’s love children who have 
lost their parents or been aban- 
doned. They care for them, nurse 
them, and hold them dear. 

These holy virgins have rendered 
outstanding services not only to 
the Catholic Church, to Christian 
education, to what are called the 
works of mercy, but to civil society 
as well. At the same time, they are 
winning for themselves that im- 
perishable reward which lies ahead 
in heaven. 


Catholic Action 


But as you well know, Venerable 
Brethren and beloved sons, the 
problems that beset men today— 
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and affect Christianity also—are so 
vast and varied that priests, reli- 
gious men, and holy virgins seem 
now unequal to the task of provid- 
ing the complete remedy. Priests, 
religious men, and virgins conse- 
crated to God cannot make contact 
with every class of person. All 
paths are not open to them. Many 
men ignore or avoid them; some, 
alas, even despise and abhor them. 

This is a serious matter that has 
occasioned much sorrow and un- 
happiness and induced Our prede- 
cessors to summon the laity to 
the ranks of a peaceful militia, 
Catholic Action. It was their wise 
intention that the laity should co- 
operate in the apostolate of the 
hierarchy. In this way, what the 
hierarchy could not do under pres- 
ent circumstances, these Catholic 
men and women would accomplish 
in a spirit of generosity. They 
would work, of course, in union 
with their bishops and in constant 
obedience to them. 

Over the years the bishops and 
priests of lands that are still mis- 
sion territories have been assisted 
by laymen of every rank and con- 
dition. It gives Us great comfort 
to recall the projects they have 
undertaken and carried forward 
with swift and energetic resolution 
in order that all men might recog- 
nize the truth of Christianity and 
feel the force and attraction of 
Christian virtue. 

The needs of our age 


But vast areas still await their 
efforts. Great numbers of men 
have not had the benefit of their 
shining example and apostolic la- 
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bor. We think this matter is so 
serious and important that We in- 
tend at some other time to discuss 
it at greater length. 

Meanwhile, We are confident 
that all who serve in the ranks of 
Catholic Action, or in the many 
pious associations which flourish 
in the Church, will pursue this 
apostolate with very great dili- 
gence. The more overwhelming the 
needs of our age, the greater 
should be their efforts, concern, in- 
dustry, and zeal. 

Let all be of one mind, since—as 
all know well—in unity there is 
greater strength. When it is a mat- 
ter of the cause of the Catholic 
Church they must be ready to sacri- 
fice personal whims, for nothing is 
of more value and importance. This 
should be their attitude, not only in 
doctrinal matters but also in mat- 
ters of ecclesiastical and Christian 
discipline, to which all must sub- 
mit. 

The members of Catholic Action 
must marshal their ranks; they 
must align themselves beside their 
bishops and be ready to obey every 
command. They must advance to 
ever greater achievements. They 
must shirk no hardship, shun no 
inconvenience, that the cause of the 
Church may be triumphant. 

But they will accomplish all this 
as they should only if each of them 
pays particular attention to his 
personal formation in Christian 
wisdom and virtue. They are cer- 
tainly aware of this fact. For it is 
obvious that they can impart to 


“ Cf. Heb. 18, 14. 


others only what, with the help of 
God’s grace, they have won for 
themselves. 

These last remarks are meant 
particularly for the young. They 
are easily aroused to eager enthusi- 
asm for the highest ideals, but it 
is most important that they learn 
prudence, self-restraint, and obe- 
dience to authority. We wish to 
express Our deep gratitude and 
love for these beloved children of 
Ours. In them the Church places 
her hope for the future. We have 
complete confidence in their indus- 
trious and effective service. 

The sick and suffering 

And now We hear voices that fill 
Us with sorrow. We hear those 
who are sick in mind or body, af- 
flicted by terrible suffering. We 
hear those who are so beset by 
economic hardship that they have 
no home fit for human habitation 
and cannot by any effort of their 
own obtain the necessities of life 
for themselves or their families. 
Their cries touch Our heart and 
move Us to the depths of Our 
being. 

We wish first to give the sick, 
the infirm, and the aged that com- 
fort which comes from heaven. 
They should remember that we 
have here no permanent city, but 
must seek for the city that is to 
come.*! They should recall that the 
sufferings of this life serve to pur- 
ify the soul; they elevate and en- 
noble us and can win us eternal joy 
in heaven. Our Divine Redeemer 
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bore the yoke of the cross to wash 
away the stains of our sins; to this 
end He endured abuse, torture, and 
agonizing pain, all by His free 
choice. Like Christ, we are all 
called to light, by way of the cross, 
for He has told us: “If anyone 
wishes to come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross 
daily, and follow me,” ® and he 
shall have a treasure unfailing in 
heaven. 

We have another recommenda- 
tion also, and We are sure that 
it will be warmly received. We 
wish these sufferings of mind and 
body not only to be steps in the suf- 
ferer’s ascent to his eternal father- 
land, but also to contribute greatly 
to the expiation of others, to the 
return to the Church of those who 
unfortunately are separated from 
her, and to the long-desired tri- 
umph of Christianity. 


Social justice 


Those citizens of straitened for- 
tune who are dissatisfied with their 
very difficult lot in life may be sure 
that We deeply regret their condi- 
tion. With respect to social mat- 
ters: it is Our paternal desire that 
relations among the various classes 
come under the guidance, control, 
and direction of the Christian vir- 
tue of justice. We are especially 
concerned here because’ the 
Church’s enemies can easily take 
advantage of any unjust treatment 
of the lower classes to draw them 
to their side by false promises and 
deceptive lies. 

We ask these dear children of 

@ Luke 9, 23. 


* Cf. Luke 12, 33. 
“ Cf. the Encyclical Quadragesimo anno 
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Ours to realize that the Church is 
not hostile to them or their rights. 
On the contrary, she cares for them 
as would a loving mother. She 
preaches and inculcates a social 
doctrine and social norms which 
would eliminate every sort of 
injustice and produce a_ better 
and more equitable distribution 
of goods, if they were put into prac- 
tice as they should be.* At the same 
time, she encourages friendly co- 
operation and mutual assistance 
among the various classes, so that 
all men may become in name and 
in fact not only free citizens of the 
same society but also brothers 
within the same family. 

Anyone who considers without 
bias the opportunities and advan- 
tages which have recently come to 
the working classes must admit 
that they are in great part the re- 
sult of persistent and effective so- 
cial measures taken by Catholics 
in accord with the wise directives 
and repeated exhortations of Our 
predecessors. The social teachings 
of Christianity, then, contain sure 
and sound principles which will 
make very adequate provision for 
the rights of the lower classes if 
those who endeavor to defend these 
rights only put those principles in- 
to practice. 


False teachings 

There is never any need, there- 
fore, to turn to proponents of doc- 
trines condemned by the Church; 
for they only draw men on with 
false promises and when they ob- 
tain control of the state, try boldly 


: AAS 23 (1931) 196-98. 
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and unscrupulously to deprive men 
of their supreme spiritual goods— 
the Christian commandments, 
Christian hope, and Christian faith. 
Those who adhere to the doctrines 
these men propose, minimize or 
eliminate all that our present age 
and our modern civilization hold 
dearest: true liberty and the au- 
thentic dignity of the human per- 
son. Thus they attempt to destroy 
the bases of Christianity and civil- 
ization. 

All, therefore, who wish to re- 
main Christians must be aware of 
their serious obligation to avoid 
those false principles, which Our 
predecessors — especially Popes 
Pius XI and Pius XII—have con- 
demned in the past, and which We 
condemn once again. 

We know that many of Our chil- 
dren who live in want or great mis- 
fortune often protest that the so- 
cial teachings of Christianity have 
not yet been fully put into practice. 
Private citizens, and more particu- 
larly public officials, must take 
steps to see that the Christian so- 
cial doctrine which Our predeces- 
sors have often clearly and wisely 
taught and decreed, and which We 
have confirmed, is really given full 
effect. Although this will have to 
be done gradually, no time should 
be wasted. 


Emigrants and exiles 


We are also and equally con- 
cerned for the lot of those who are 
forced to leave their native lands 
because they cannot earn a living 
there or because of intolerable con- 
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ditions and religious persecution. 
They must undergo many incon- 
veniences and hardships when they 
go from their native land into for- 
eign’ countries. " Oftentimes, in 
crowded cities and amid the noise 
of factories, they must lead a life 
very different from the one they 
once knew. 

At times, and this is more seri- 
ous, they find themselves in an en- 
vironment that is hostile and hurt- 
ful to Christian virtue. In such 
surroundings many are led into 
serious danger, and step by step 
turn away from the wholesome 
way of life and the religious prac- 
tices which they learned from their 
elders. Since husbands are often 
separated from their wives and 
parents from their children, the 
bonds and ties that hold them to- 
gether are stretched thin and seri- 
ous injury is done to the family. 

We give Our paternal approval 
to the competent and effective work 
of those priests who have become 
voluntary emigrants out of love for 
Jesus Christ and in obedience to 
the instructions and wishes of this 
Apostolic See. These priests have 
spared no effort to ascertain and 
serve, so far as they can, the social 
and spiritual needs of their flocks. 
Thus, wherever the emigrant may 
journey, he sees the Church’s love 
for him and discovers that this love 
is even more evident and more ef- 
fective when his need for care and 
aid is greatest. 

We have also observed with great 
pleasure the praiseworthy steps va- 


® Cf. the allocution of Pius XII to members of Italian Christian trade unions, 
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rious nations have taken with re- 
gard to this important matter. A 
number of countries have recently 
adopted a common plan and pro- 
gram to bring this critical problem 
to a swift and happy conclusion. 
We trust that these measures will 
make it possible for emigrants to 
enter those lands in greater num- 
bers and with greater ease, but We 
are even more concerned that they 
provide for the happy reunion of 
parents and children as a family 
unit. Once these sound steps are 
taken, it will certainly be possible 
to make adequate provision for the 
needs of the emigrants, in religion, 
in morals, and in economic matters ; 
and this, in turn, will benefit the 
countries which receive them. 


The Chureh persecuted 

We have exhorted all Our chil- 
dren in Christ to avoid the deadly 
errors which threaten to destroy 
religion and even human society it- 
self. In writing these words Our 
thoughts have turned to the bish- 
ops, priests, and laymen who have 
been driven into exile or held under 
restraint or in prison because they 
have refused to abandon the work 
entrusted to them as bishops and 
priests and to forsake their Cath- 
olic faith. 

We do not want to offend anyone. 
On the contrary, We are ready to 
forgive all freely and to beg this 
forgiveness of God. 

But We are conscious of Our sa- 
cred duty to do all that We can to 
defend the rights of Our sons and 
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brethren. Time and time again, 
therefore, We have asked that all 
be granted the lawful freedom to 
which all, including God’s Church, 
are entitled. Those who support 
truth, justice, and the real interests 
of men and nations do not refuse 
liberty, do not extinguish it, do not 
suppress it. There is no need for 
them to act this way. The just 
prosperity of their citizens can be 
achieved without violence and 
without oppressing minds and 
hearts. 


A self-evident truth 


There is one truth especially 
which We think is self-evident: 
when the sacred rights of God and 
religion are ignored or infringed 
upon, the foundations of human so- 
ciety will sooner or later crumble 
and give way. Our predecessor of 
immortal memory, Leo XIII, ex- 
pressed this truth well: “It fol- 
lows ... that law becomes ineffec- 
tive and all authority is weakened 
once the sovereign and eternal rule 
of God, who commands and for- 
bids, is rejected.” Cicero ex- 
pressed the same idea when he 
wrote, “You, the priests, are pro- 
tecting Rome with religion more 
effectively than she is protected 
with walls.” * 

As We reflect on these truths, 
We embrace with deep sorrow each 
and every one of the faithful who 
is impeded and restricted in the 
practice of his religion. They in- 
deed often “suffer persecution for 
justice’ sake,” * and for the sake 


* Letter Exeunte iam anno: Acta Leonis 8 (1888) 398. 


* De Natura Deorum III, 40. 
* Matt. 5, 10. 
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of the kingdom of God. We share 
their sorrows, their hardships, 
their anxieties. We pray and be- 
seech heaven to grant at length the 
dawn of a happier day. We earn- 
estly desire all Our brethren in 
Christ and Our children through- 
out the world to join Us in this 
prayer. For thus a chorus of holy 
entreaties will rise from every na- 
tion to our merciful God and win a 
richer shower of graces for these 
unfortunate members of the Mys- 
tical Body of Christ, 


A renewal of Christian life 

But We ask Our beloved children 
for more than prayers; We wish to 
see a renewal of Christian life. 
This, far more than prayer, will 
win God’s mercy for ourselves and 
our brethren. 

We wish to repeat to you again 
the sublime and beautiful words of 
the Apostle of the Gentiles, ‘““What- 
ever things are true, whatever hon- 
orable, whatever just, whatever of 
good repute, if there be any virtue, 
if there be anything worthy of 
praise, think upon these things.” © 
“Put on the Lord Jesus Christ.” 7 
That is to say, “Put on therefore, 
as God’s chosen ones, holy and be- 
loved, a heart of mercy, kindness, 
humility, meekness, patience. . . 
But above all these things have 
charity, which is the bond of per- 
fection. And may the peace of 
Christ reign in your hearts; unto 


®@ Phil. 4, 8. 

® Rom. 18, 14. 
"= Col. 8, 12-15. 
™ John 14, 6. 

* Apoce. 22, 11. 
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that peace, indeed, you were called 
in one body.” ™ 

If anyone is so unfortunate as to 
wander far from his Divine Re- 
deemer in sin and iniquity, let him 
return to Him who is “the way, 
and the truth, and the life.” If 
anyone is lukewarm, slothful, re- 
miss, or neglectful in the practice 
of his religion, let him arouse his 
faith and, by the grace of God, 
nurture, rekindle, and strengthen 
his virtue. He who “is just, let 
him be just still, and he who is 
holy, let him be hallowed still.” 
This is Our earnest plea. 

There are many today who need 
our counsel, good example, and as- 
sistance, for their lot in life is un- 
happy and miserable. Do you all, 
therefore, within the limits of your 
abilities and resources, perform 
the works of mercy, for they are 
most pleasing to God. 


The Christian 


If each of you strives to accom- 
plish all this that We have recom- 
mended, there will shine forth 
anew in the Church that which was 
expressed so wonderfully about 
Christians in the Epistle to Diog- 
netus: “They are in the flesh, but 
do not live by the flesh. They dwell 
on earth, but they are citizens of 
heaven. They obey valid laws, and 
even go beyond the demands of 
law in the conduct of their lives. 
. .. They are not understood, and 
yet they are condemned; they are 
put to death, and yet their life is 
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quickened. They are poor, and yet 
they make many wealthy. They 
lack all things, and yet they have 
all in abundance. They are dishon- 
ored, and yet in the midst of dis- 
honor they find honor. Their good 
name is railed at, and yet is pre- 
sented as evidence of their justice. 
They receive rebukes and give 
blessings in return. They suffer 
abuse and offer praise. When they 
conduct themselves like honest 
men, they are punished like crimi- 
nals. While they are being pun- 
ished, they rejoice as though they 
are being rewarded. . . . To express 
the matter simply: what the soul 
is to the body, Christians are to 
the world.” ™* 

Many of these sublime words ap- 
ply in a special way to those who 
are members of the “Church of 
Silence,” for whom we are all espe- 
cially bound to pray to God, as We 


recently urged in Our addresses to 
the faithful in Saint Peter’s Basili- 
ca on Pentecost Sunday ™ and on 
the feast of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus.” 

We anticipate that all of you will 
achieve this renewal of the Chris- 
tian life, this holiness and virtue— 
not only you who remain steadfast- 
ly in the unity of the Church, but 
all you who with love of truth and 
with a sincere goodwill are striv- 
ing to attain it. 

With all the love of a father, We 
impart the Apostolic Blessing to 
each and every one of you, Vener- 
able Brethren and beloved sons. 
May it be the occasion and fore- 
runner of heaven’s blessings. 

Written in Rome, at Saint 
Peter’s, on the 29th day of June, 
the feast of the Apostles Peter 
and Paul, in the year 1959, the first 
of Our Pontificate. 

Ioannes PP. XXIII 


% Funk, Patres Apostolici, I, 399-401; cf. Migne, P.G. 2, 1174-75. 
*™Cf. AAS 51 (1959) 420 ff.; L’Osservatore Romano May 18-19, 1959. An English 
translation appears in this issue of TPS, beginning on p. 403. : 


- ™ L’Osservatore Romano June 7, 1959. 
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Supporting the Missions 


An Address of Pope John XXill 
to the Mission Auxiliary of Italy 


La visita 


HE VISIT which We receive 
today from such a large rep- 
resentation of the Mission 

Auxiliary of Italy fills Our mind 
with emotion and hope. 

First of all, beloved daughters, 
with emotion. For your presence 
here reawakens in Us a multitude 
of distant but vivid and sweet 
memories, recalling to Our mind 
that period, so rich in grace, in 
which We were called on to assume 
the position of First President of 
the Work of the Propagation of the 
Faith in Italy, and for which We 
had good reason to exclaim with 
gratitude: Quid retribuam Domino 
pro omnibus quae retribuit mihi? 1 

At the same time, it is with a 
heart full of hope that We welcome 
you. Your visit and the national 
congress which you have cele- 
brated here in Rome nrove to Us 
the vitality of your apostolate, and 
presage a new period of work ever 
more illustrious and active. Thank 
you, daughters of Ours, for the 
great good which your work has 
done in the service of the Church 
and souls. 

But your presence here pleases 
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Us above all because it offers Us 
an occasion to consider with you 
the topic of missionary coopera- 
tion, which is one of the most 
stirring and precious projects of 
Our apostolic ministry. How many 
times, beloved ‘daughters, have We 
encouraged you in this regard! 
And how could we refrain from 
doing so now, when God has se- 
lected Us to represent here below 
the Divine Savior, and has stirred 
in Our heart the throb of universal 
paternity, “the care of all the 
churches” ? 2 


Need for help 


The thing which We ask of you, 
and of which your presence assures 
Us, is that all of you be profoundly 
cognizant of the importance of 
your work, which today—We shall 
say it thus—is distressingly needed 
by the Church. Certainly, the prog- 
ress made by the Missions in recent 
times is a cause for great comfort. 
Yet, one should not forget that 
today, as perhaps never before, co- 
operation with the work of the 
missionaries has become extremely 
urgent. One has only to think of 
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how the face of the missionary 
world has changed during these 
last ten years. What new difficul- 
ties and problems to resolve! How 
many causes of disquietude, even 
in places where for some years the 
missions have realized a notable 
increase! In how many places have 
they fallen upon tragic and deci- 
sive hours! And even where the 
fields are already white for the 
harvest,’ and in those places where 
the scythe already reaps, how fre- 
quently does suffering, caused by 
lack of laborers and resources, con- 
stitute the daily bread, so to speak, 
of the apostle of Christ! 


Importance of spiritual help 


We know very well, beloved 
daughters, that your work in this 
field of missionary cooperation 
proceeds diligently and silently, 
tenaciously and prudently, and 
that praise becomes it more than 
encouragement. The consoling re- 
sults obtained by you, and the con- 
tributions offered, which, as We 
have seen from statistics, grow 
larger each year, give Us faith in 
your endeavor. What We appreci- 
ate most, however, is knowing’ 
that you place great value on spir- 
itual cooperation with the purpose 
of the missions. We insist on the 
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capital importance of this point, 
so that it may escape none of you, 
but may be constantly before your 
minds, the key to the success of 
your activity as strong supporters 
of the missionary’s apostolate. 

There exists in the minds of not 
a few Christians the erroneous 
idea that missionary cooperation 
consists completely and exclusively 
in a simple offering of financial 
and material help. In such a man- 
ner the missionary problem is re- 
duced to the level of any other 
human problem, whereas it is ac- 
tually a problem essentially super- 
natural. Material support, even 
though necessary, is neither the 
only nor the principal form of 
cooperation. Rather, what counts 
more is love for souls, prayer for 
their salvation, and most of all, 
suffering inspired by charity. Ah, 
if one could only enroll under the 
standards of the missionary apos- 
tolate all the Christians who suffer 
in hospitals, in sanitariums, in 
rest homes; if one could make of 
those places so many spiritual sup- 
ply centers of the missionary 
army; if the infirm could be per- 
suaded to give their pain, accepted 
with love from the hands of God, 
for the missions, what triumphs 
the Church would then win! 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, April 30, 1959. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Augustine McDevitt, O.F.M. 

This address was delivered to members of an Italian organization called the 
Auxiliary of the Pontifical Works for the Missions, which was holding a congress in 
Rome. The Holy Father “recalls that he himself had been named First President of the 
Work of the Propagation of the Faith in Italy years ago. He received this appoint- 


ment from Pope Benedict XV in 1921. 
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Missions and the parish 


But if your work, beloved daugh- 
ters, is precious for the diffusion 
of the faith in missionary lands, it 
has proved itself no less precious 
as a safeguard of the Christian life 
in your own dioceses and parishes. 
Unfortunately, preoccupation with 
the religious future of our own 
lands has somewhat diminished 
the enthusiasm of many for the 
conversion of the infidels; they fail 
to realize that aid extended to mis- 
sionaries is not a diversion of ener- 
gies and means from the conser- 
vation of the Faith in Catholic 
countries. They do not perceive, 
these people, that the missionary 
ideal constitutes the most effective 
school for educating souls to that 
sincere love for the Church and to 
that truly Catholic spirit which 
should shine in every apostle 
worthy of the name. 

There is neither incompatibility 
nor antagonism between support 
of the missionary world and sup- 
port of the Christianized world; 
they are two realities which sup- 
plement one another, and give each 
other mutual force. We say, rather, 
that offering prayers, sacrifices, 
and material aid in order to carry 
the light and love of Christ to those 
who do not yet know Him is tanta- 
mount to providing new lifeblood 
to the dioceses with the old Chris- 
tian tradition, and to saving, per- 
haps, many parishes which lan- 


guish in a state of exhaustion. In 
this sense, Our great predecessor 
Pius XI affirmed that “the parish 
which neglects missionary activity 
neglects that work which is of 
Catholic works the most catholic, 
and of apostolic works the most 
apostolic.” 


Rewards for mission helpers 


Beloved daughters! Persevere in 
your work without ceasing, “corde 
magno et animo volenti.” * In this 
manner it will be given to you, too, 
to taste that indescribable joy 
which overwhelms the priest or 
missionary sister when, at the end 
of a tiring day, they pause ex- 
hausted but jubilant because they 
have given a little more love to 
souls and greater glory to God. 
More than this, after having sacri- 
ficed everything for the cause of 
the Missions, you will discover at 
the end that what you have re- 
ceived is more than what you have 
given. The balm of charity is in 
fact like that oriental nard, cele- 
brated in Sacred Scripture, whose 
perfume impregnates the hands 
and the entire person of those who 
touch it. In this regard Jesus said 
that “it is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” 5 

Beloved daughters! With these 
thoughts We gladly extend to you 
good wishes for the new period of 
work which opens before you, and 
serenely trusting that all your ac- 


1“What shall I render to the Lord for all the things He has given to me?” (Ps. 
115, 3)—Ed. 

*2 Cor. 11, 28. 

* John 4, 35. : 

*“With a great heart and a willing mind.”—Ed. 

5 Acts 20, 35. 
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tivities will continue to prosper, prelude and pledge of more abun- 

We pray God that He may keep dant.graces, We impart to you, to 

your spirits sound and zealous by your families, to your directors, 

giving each of you a deep con- and to all the works for which you 

sciousness of your sublime mission. pray, labor, and suffer, Our Apos- 
With these thoughts, and as a_ tolic Benediction. 


Boy Scouts 

We are happy to assure you that We are present in spirit at the proceed- 
ings of the General Council of the Association of Catholic Boy Scouts in 
Italy and We send Our cordial greeting and good wishes to the participants. 

It gives Us fatherly satisfaction to draw attention to this deserving associa- 
tion's noble aspirations, its energetic activity, and its growth. It is a school of 
wholesome and competent preparation for life, with the purpose of forming 
young men, from childhood on, into adults of character who will be loyal 
citizens, well trained in discipline, hardened to sacrifice, and above all, good 
Christians aspiring to virtuous lives, active in charity, devoted to the Church, 
eager to bear witness to their faith. 

For so generous an undertaking We wish increasingly effective progress to 
the benefit of those cherished young souls, so that they may be educated to a 
sense of responsibility and faithfulness in their religious, family, and social 
duties. We are confident that the zeal of the ecclesiastical assistants and 
the self-sacrifice of the directors will be crowned with new and consoling 
fruits. Supporting Our hopes with fervent prayers to God, with all Our heart 
We impart the desired Apostolic Benediction to you, the Chief Ecclesiastical 
Assistant, to your aides, and to those assembled here, and We gladly extend 
it to the entire family of the Catholic Explorers of Italy as a token of abund- 
ant graces from heaven. 

—Pope John XXIll. Letter to the Chaplains of the Association 
of Catholic Boy Scouts in Italy. May 2, 1959. 





Catholic Universities 


An Address of Pope John XXIll to Representatives 
of the Federation of Catholic Universities 


Tot inter 


MONG the many Christians 
who, in greater numbers 
than usual during these pas- 

chal days, approach the threshold 
of the Vatican Palace to see the 
Father waiting for them, you who 
act in the name of the Federation 
of Catholic Universities are the 
chosen of the chosen. From the 
depths of Our heart We joyfully 
greet so propitious a gathering of 
sons, welcoming with special pleas- 
ure Our beloved Honoratus Van 
Waeyenbergh, titular bishop of 
Gilba, Director General of the 
Catholic University at Louvain, 
and Paul Dezza, your able secre- 
tary, because they have prepared 
for us the unusual pleasure of your 
presence here and of your con- 
gress. 

For many years of Our life, We 
lived abroad and had opportunities 
to visit many great institutions of 
study, distinct ornaments to the 
Catholic name. Now, however, as 
We behold you, We embrace in a 
single glance of the mind all Cath- 
olic centers of higher learning 
which flourish everywhere in the 
world; We contemplate the far- 
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reaching ranks of their professors, 
renowned for their learning and 
their skills; We contemplate, as it 
were, the infinite line of studious 
youth, well instructed, dedicated to 
the love of the Kingdom of Christ, 
in whom resides the hope for a 
better age: “behold, what youths 
they are, what great powers they 
promise!” 1 


Progress of the federation 


It will soon be ten years since 
Our predecessor of immortal mem- 
ory, Pius XII, in the Apostolic 
Letters, issued in the form of a 
brief, “Catholicae Studiorum Uni- 
versitates,” bestowed juridical sta- 
tus on your federation. 

The seed so providently sown has 
grown into a tree which has spread 
strong branches. God truly and 
clearly inspires your undertakings, 
for you are directing the keenness 
of your talents and the harmony 
of your wills to pursuing the great- 
est good for Church and State, and 
to promoting the culture of Chris- 
tian humanity. 

We look with approval and 
pleasure on your persistent efforts 
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to attain your proposed ideals; nay 
more, We not only encourage you 
to persevere on the road traveled 
up to now, but We entreat you to 
do so. 

May your collective labors, 
which have a strong salutary ef- 
fect not only within your own 
domestic walls, so to speak, but 
also in the supreme councils and 
assemblies of State, become more 
closely knit! And may more and 
more effort be made that, by your 
common endeavors, truth may be 
sought and made known so that a 
protective wall, or bulwark, may 
be erected against the ever-present 
materialism ! 

Science without God a disaster 


Alas! many take a perverted 
pride in the progress of those arts 
by which the secret powers rooted 
in physical nature are controlled 
and turned to human use, and 
think they can live sufficient unto 
themselves, neglecting the law of 
God and setting aside all fear of 
Him. Nothing more sinful or more 
shameful than this could happen 
to the human race and to civiliza- 
tion, and in some regions of the 
world, it can be seen how bitter are 
the fruits produced and gathered 
from a bitter root. God is “the 
cause by which the universe was 
made, the light by which all truth 


is seen, the fountain from which 
true happiness flows.”? Hence, 
what else is it to withdraw from 
God, except to rush into the dark- 
ness of perversity and unhappi- 
ness, and, by overturning right and 
justice, to destroy the very foun- 
dations of human fellowship? 


The higher truth 


Today, humane and _ technical 
studies are increasingly being cul- 
tivated separately from one an- 
other. You, therefore, rightly and 
with merit, are taking heed that 
this danger is met. For when stud- 
ies are examined most minutely 
and separately, the truth by which 
all studies are consolidated and ob- 
tain their proper order and posi- 
tion can escape the eyes of the 
investigating intelligence with 
great consequent loss. Hence, it is 
especially necessary that deeper 
sources of truth be sought for, so 
that they may shine out as radiant 
stars for the scholar. These prin- 
ciples of higher unity must be 
sought in the mutual bond of all 
the arts of learning, in the peren- 
nial philosophy, and in sacred the- 
ology. We say more: the very apex 
of knowing and doing is Christ, the 
Word of God; He is Truth itself, 
from Whom and by Whom and in 
Whom are all things. 

“By faith we understand that 





Reported in Osservatore Romano April 4, 1959. Latin text. Translation prepared 
for The Pope Speaks by Sister M. Gratia, S.S.N.D. 

This was an address to officials of the Federation of Catholic Universities, meeting 
in Rome to mark the tenth anniversary of its canonical recognition. The federation 
had its beginnings as far back as 1924, when a first inter-university meeting was 


held at Louvain. 
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the world was fashioned by the 
Word of God; and thus things vis- 
ible were made out of things in- 
visible.”* All things are made 
manifest in their highest signifi- 
cance by Him from Whom they 
take their existence; wherefore, 
“Nor are you to be called teachers ; 
you have one teacher, Christ.” ¢ 

Therefore, be bearers of God, 
bearers of Christ, bearers of the 
flame. 


The Ecumenical Council 


As you know, We have under- 
taken, for many reasons of great 
importance, the task of holding an 
Ecumenical Council. This, indeed, 
of itself, will not only afford a 
wonderful spectacle of the coher- 
ence, the unity, the harmony of the 
Holy Church of God, the city seated 
on a mountain, but, by its nature, 
will be an invitation to our sepa- 
rated brethren who bear the hon- 
ored name of Christian, to return 
to the universal sheepfold, whose 


* Aen. VI, 771. 


leadership and guardianship Christ 
entrusted to the most blessed Peter 
by an immutable decree. Exert all 
your efforts with united strength, 
supply your prudent aid, that so 
great an undertaking may reach 
a favorable result in the coming of 
a more happy and prosperous age 
after so much disquiet and vio- 
lence; for We openly and sincerely 
confess that We place great trust 
in your characteristic excellence, 
in the manifold particulars of your 
knowledge, and in your prayers. 

Finally, We implore for you and 
for the teachers and students in 
your centers of learning all that is 
salutary, desirable, and joyful; and 
We beg the aid of heaven on the 
studies undertaken and in prog- 
ress, on which you are laboring in 
your diligent search for truth; 
and, as a pledge of divine light and 
solace, “with a great heart, and a 
willing mind’® We impart - the 
Apostolic Blessing. 


* Cf. St. Augustine, De Civitate Dei 8, 10; Migne P.L. 41, 235. 


® Heb. 11, 3. 
* Matt. 23, 10. 
52 Mach. 1, 3. 














Recent and Interesting . . . 


messages of Pope John XXIII which could 
not be included in this issue. . . 
highlighted for your information 

pending possible publication in full . . . 


The Encyclical, Sacerdotii Nostri Primordia 


We exhort all priests to meditate on the example of St. John Vianney. 
His complete detachment from the goods of this world, the heroic 
degree in his practice of the virtue of chastity, and his outstanding 
obedience to his bishop constitute an especially opportune example for 
priests. His prayerful life is a salutary example for priests of this cen- 
tury, for whom activism is a strong temptation. His life of prayer was 
one of Eucharistic prayer. The Sacrifice of the Mass is the basis for 
every priest’s apostolic activity and personal sanctification. St. John 
Vianney was a marvel of pastoral zeal. The fate of souls is linked to 
the priest’s pastoral zeal and the example of his life. St. John Vianney 
was a preacher and catechist. He suffered greatly in the confessional 
because of his keen awareness of the appalling amount of sin in the 
world. Much depends on priests. We ask complete faithfulness to the 
demands of their vocation. Bishops can help their priests; so also the 
faithful. We urge young men to be generous in their answer to the call 
to the priesthood and We ask their families to give up their sons joyfully. 
August 1, 1959. 


The Teacher’s Vocation 


You Catholic teachers are dear to Us because of your noble mission as 
intellectual, civic, moral and religious educators of the young, in whom 
rests the hope of the Church and the country. Since your first task is to 
shape the minds of your pupils, keep abreast of the latest teaching tech- 
niques and develop your knowledge of your profession. An even loftier 
task assigned to you is the shaping of students’ souls. This is done by 
words, example, and patient labor. This art cannot be learned from 
books but is acquired only by the grace of God, by prayer, and by living 
a Christian life. Educators mold tomorrow’s adults by instilling in 
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their hearts impressions which will be lifelong. By educating minds and 
shaping souls you are acquiring a luminous crown in Heaven. Do not 
let immediate problems and projects obscure the final goal of all our 
actions but consider all from the standpoint of eternal values. When 
trials, misunderstandings and fatigue threaten you, take courage from 
the thought of the glory God is preparing in Heaven for His good and 
faithful servants. September 5, 1959. 


Lessons for Military Chaplains 


Members of the National Association of Military Chaplains, now retired, 
you are very close to Our heart. Our year of military service at the age 
of twenty taught Us much about human nature and so helped prepare Us 
for the priestly ministry. Our service as a hospital chaplain in war-time 
taught Us the universal longing there is for peace. Chaplains are men 
of peace and ministers of Jesus, who has given peace to the world. They 
can do immense good and reach many souls. The chaplain’s priestly 
ministry depends for its effectiveness, not on human means, but on the 
help of God and on his own priestly spirit. We urge all chaplains to 
place the priestly spirit at the summit of their values. Your brethren 
want to see in you ministers of Christ and dispensers of the mysteries 
of God. Instill in them love for the life of grace and give them frequent 
opportunities to approach the sacraments. June 11, 1959. 


The Christian Family 


You [members of the Notre-Dame and other family groups] have organ- 
ized into groups to help each other. Your movement has as its goal the 
formation of real Christian homes. In the modern world marriage and 
the family are under frequent attack. Your example as fervent Catholics 
is essential. All the faithful, whatever their state in life, are called to be 
“perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect.” The very honor paid by the 
Church to the state of virginity is helpful to husbands and wives because 
it is a reminder of the ideal of love of God and should inspire the practice 
of chastity proper to the married state. In a truly Christian family, the 
faith of the children grows and develops. We are touched by your 
expressed willingness for your children to become priests or religious, 
if God so wills, and to foster such vocations. Your mission as Christian 
parents and spouses goes beyond the home and requires performance of 
the tasks that fall to you in Church and society. Be open to the needs of 
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others, participate in Catholic action and other good works. All of this 
will help form truly Christian homes. May 3, 1959. 


Catholic Students and Apostolic Action 


Students of the Richelieu Center of the Sorbonne, in Our eyes you are 
the youth of France, strong, healthy, studious, and above all Christian, 
the hope of French Catholic life. We are grateful to your priests for 
nourishing in you strong faith, piety, and a sense of apostolic responsi- 
bility. Be witnesses of the Risen Christ and have confidence. It is not 
enough to study religious truths. One must act. Be apostles in the service 
of God and of the Church. You will then become shining lights for your 
brothers. March 30, 1959. 


St. Lawrence of Brindisi 


St. Lawrence of Brindisi, a member of the Capuchin order, illumined 
the Church by his holiness, preaching, and learning. From childhood, 
Lawrence was prayerful and in the seminary was outstanding as a etu- 
dent and in his practice of the spiritual life. From his ordination until 
his death he journeyed widely, preaching the faith and saving multitudes 
from error. After his death in Lisbon in 1619, his reputation for holiness 
spread and was testified to by many miracles. With tongue and pen he 
fought for Christianity. His written works are a treasure of wisdom, | 
especially his volume on the Mother of God in which he anticipated the 
later definitions of the Immaculate Conception and the Assumption. 
Teachers of Catholic dogma have in him a helpful source for learning 
and teaching the truth. The process for declaring him Doctor having 
been initiated and happily completed, we now declare St. Lawrence of 
Brindisi Doctor of the Universal Church. March 19, 1959. 





Spiritual Lessons from Athletics 


An Address of Pope John XXIll to the Italian Athletic Union 


and the Italian Federation of Chronometrists 


Lo spettacolo 


HE DEMONSTRATION 

which you presented to Our 

view today is a cause of sin- 
cere pleasure to Us, beloved sons, 
participants in the Sixth National 
Congress of the Italian Athletic 
Union, which has convened in 
Rome to discuss, under the guid- 
ance of its national directors, the 
problems of athletic life. Behold- 
ing this distinguished assemblage, 
which is like a triumph of youth 
and healthy energy, We think of 
all those whom you represent, en- 
gaged like yourselves in the serene 
and joyous exertions of the most 
diverse athletic competitions. 

We also have the joy of receiv- 
ing together with you a large group 
of participants in the Thirteenth 
National Congress of Chronome- 
trists; to them We indeed extend 
Our greetings, acknowledging fully 
the delicate occupation to which 
they apply so alertly their atten- 
tion and responsibility. 

Such a demonstration of vigor 
and strength is for Us a source of 
consolation, for We sincerely re- 
joice to see Ourselves surrounded 
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by valiant youths, the future hope 
of the Church and of civil society. 
But it makes Us even happier to 
know that you want to participate 
in athletics with a Christian spirit 
and to make it a useful instrument 
for the complete and harmonious 
development of your personality. 

This Congress of the Italian 
Athletic Union, prepared for by 
three years of fruitful activity and 
by numerous provincial congresses, 
has for its theme, “Sound athletics 
for a better youth.” This theme 
clearly indicates to Us the sort of 
program that is proposed for the 
action of your good will. 


Athletics and the interior life 


The great value of athletics lies 
in its particular efficacy for inte- 
rior perfection, consequent upon 
the exterior discipline with which 
you continually and seriously train 
your body. 

We are pleased to bring this 
spiritual value of athletics to your 
attention at this pleasant meeting 
today, the first which We have had 
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with you since Our elevation to 
the Supreme Pontificate. 

We trust that you will never for- 
get, beloved sons, that your athletic 
efforts are not an end in them- 
selves; remember that the body 
which you train, whose agility and 
grace reflect a ray of the beauty 
and omnipotence of the Creator, is 
only an instrument which should 
become docile and accessible to the 
strong influence of the soul. 

Your exercises, your competi- 
tions, which are like happy paren- 
theses between the monotony of 
study and daily work, ought to de- 
velop the spiritual and immortal 
side of your being. If they were to 
have a harmful influence, if your 
athletic life should prove to be not 
a safeguard but a danger to your 
souls or an obstacle to the fulfill- 
ment of your religious duties, then 
you would find yourselves off 
course, like runners who, because 
the true course is not well marked, 
do not arrive at the tape in good 
time. 

Virtue developed 

Athletics also possesses a value 
of the first order for the practice 
of virtue in your life. You train 
continually to preserve the elastic- 
ity and vigor of your muscles, lest 
their reflexes be diminished. Such 
continual preparation, although it 
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aims primarily at attaining physi- 
cal and technical prestige, should 
nevertheless bear fruitful and en- 
during results in the soul, which ‘is 
thus enriched by the good habits 
acquired. 

Moreover, sports can also de- 
velop those true and strong Chris- 
tian virtues which the grace of 
God later renders stable and fruit- 
ful: in the spirit of discipline one 
learns and practices obedience, hu- 
mility, and renunciation; in team- 
work and competition, charity, the 
love of fraternity, mutual respect, 
generosity, and sometimes even 
pardon ; in the strict laws of physi- 
cal efficiency, chastity, modesty, 
temperance, and prudence. 

Oh, how fortunate you are to be 
able to practice with youthful en- 
thusiasm these ancient virtues; 
without them, one can certainly be 
a courageous athlete, but never a 
truly Christian athlete. 


Spiritual dissatisfaction 


The spiritual value of athlet- 
ics is deduced again from that 
sense of temporariness which, al- 
ways searching for better results, 
characterizes every competition. In 
every athletic season new records 
are, as your sportswriters say, 
“broken,” conquered by the cour- 
age and tenacity of champions. The 
realization of this, since it makes 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, April 27-28, 1959. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Augustine McDevitt, O.F.M. 

This address was delivered fo two groups: the Italian Athletic Union and the 
Htalian Federation of Chronometrists. Both groups were in Rome for their respective 


national congresses. 
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you constantly dissatisfied with the 
results which you have attained, 
has a very great pedagogical and 
spiritual value. 

It teaches you, in effect, that just 
as in the physical world, so also, 
and in a special way, in the spiri- 
tual, one may never be satisfied 
with the level reached, but with 
the help of God and with good will 
one must seek always to reach new 
goals, to strive for continual im- 
provement, which finally leads “to 
perfect manhood, to the mature 
measure of the fullness of Christ” 
(Eph. 4, 18). 

These are brief hints, some sim- 
ple thoughts which We offer to you 
as aids toward fulfillment in your 
activity, which is already develop- 
ing along the luminous way of 
faith and in obedience to the wise 
norms which Our predecessor, Pius 
XII, suggested to you many times, 
from the moment of the foundation 
of the Italian Athletic Union. Per- 
severe, therefore, with such fidelity 
as will guarantee your success as 
athletes and your happy end as 
Christians. 


Olympic games 


A high and stimulating goal 
stands before you: preparation for 
the Olympic Games in Rome in 
1960. This will be an important 
event; and We hope, God willing, 
to receive on that occasion the ath- 
letes who will participate in the 
games. 

As We think of that approach- 
ing spectacle, Our memory goes 
back with pleasure to the time 
when We visited the ruins of Olym- 
pia, the city which nestles in the 


lovely valley of Alpheus, with its 
picturesque hills, and with the elo- 
quent vestiges of its civilization 
and its universally famous games. 
As We passed among the ruins, 
now shrouded in silence, there re- 
sounded mightily in Our heart the 
words of Saint Paul to the Chris- 
tians of Corinth: “Do you not 
know that those who run in a race, 
all indeed run, but one receives the 
prize? So run as to obtain it. And 
everyone in a contest abstains from 
all things—and they indeed to re- 
ceive a perishable crown, but we 
an imperishable” (I Cor. 9, 24-25). 

What force that place lent to 
these words, written for Greeks 
who, living not very far from 
Olympia and eager for the famous 
games, were able to understand 
their sense in. all its effective ap- 
plication! Today, We repeat them 
to you, convinced that they will 
find in you a fertile soil. 

Run you also! Join the contest, 
in the stadiums and on the tracks, 
in the gymnasiums and on the 
playing-fields; run, We repeat to 
you, not only to receive fragile 
trophies, but to obtain those in- 
corruptible victories which are en- 
tered in the “book of life.” 

Courage then, beloved sons! 
Have always as your goal the end 
to which we have all been called, 
life eternal, which is merited by 
good works and by the practice of 
the Christian virtues. 


Apostolate for athletes 


Do not forget, moreover, that as 
members of a “Union” which has 
sprung up in the bosom of the 
youth movement of Catholic Ac- 
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tion, you have the duty of being 
apostles among your companions 
in athletics. 

Be tireless in doing good, in 
spreading the sweet reign of 
Christ, in convincing those who un- 
fortunately stand off at a distance 
that only in fidelity to Him and to 
His Church can one find true equi- 
librium and genuine strength, and 
see the dignity of the human per- 
son receive its full valuation and 
its defense against all exploitation 
and danger. 

You are aware of the vitalizing 
force of your faith and that you 
are the good leaven, which raises 
the mass of the sporting world. 
Work with serenity and firmness, 
so that other movements, which set 
themselves against the sacred 
value of the soul, may not take pos- 
session of the fine activities of 
Italian athletics. 

These same exhortations We di- 
rect to you, beloved sons who be- 
long to the Italian Federation of 
Chronometrists, to the end that the 
.exacting service which you render 
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to the world of sports, besides poas- 
sessing technical aspects of great 
precision and responsibility, may 
be performed always with a spirit 
of love, sacrifice, and generosity. 

In that way you will be truly 
deserving of the high esteem of the 
Church, and of the divine outpour- 
ing of favors on your good and 
worthy activities. 

We are with you all, beloved 
sons, to uphold you and encourage 
you, and especially to pray for you 
so that, in accordance with the 
Collect of today’s Holy Mass, “in 
the face of temporal vicissitudes, 
your hearts may remain fixed 
there, where true joys are to be 
found.” 

In token of heavenly gifts, which 
We fervently invoke upon you, We 
are happy to impart to you, to your 
beloved families, to your col- 
leagues, to the Directors of both 
the Italian Athletic Union and the 
Italian Federation of Chronome- 
trists, Our comforting Apostolic 
Benediction. 








Announcement of Ecumenical Council 


and Roman Synod 


An Address of Pope John XXill to the Roman Cardinals 


Questa festiva 


ENERABLE Brethren and 

beloved sons: This festive 

occasion, commemorating the 
conversion of St. Paul, has gath- 
ered us around the tomb of the 
Apostle in his illustrious Basilica 
and offers Us an opportunity to 
confide to your kindness and un- 
derstanding some of the most note- 
worthy aspects of apostolic activ- 
ity which have come to Our atten- 
tion during these first three 
months of Our presence here in 
Rome in close contact with Roman 
ecclesiastical society. 

Our sole concern is the “bonwm 
animarum” + and Our wish is to see 
the new Pontificate meet the spir- 
itual demands of the present time 
accurately and forcefully. 

We are aware that the new Pope 
is watched with friendship and 
warmth in some quarters, and with 
uncertainty, even with hostility, in 
others, with everyone waiting to 
see what can be expected from 
him. 

It is only natural that, among 
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everyday activities which include 
both the loftiest and the most ordi- 
nary manifestations of the pas- 
toral task, observers will try to 
single out the most important, and 
perhaps the only distinctive fea- 
ture of a Pontificate which is more 
or less happily taking its place in 
history. 


Twofold role 


Venerable Brethren and beloved 
sons, if we consider the twofold 
task which is entrusted to a succes- 
sor of Saint Peter, we immediately 
notice his double responsibility: 
he is Bishop of Rome and Pastor 
of the Universal Church. These 
are two expressions of one, single 
supernatural investiture ; two titles 
which cannot be separated, but 
must be taken together, for the 
encouragement and edification of 
the clergy and the whole Christian 
world. 


Roman problems 
Let Us first consider Rome, 
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which in forty years has complete- 
ly changed from the city We knew 
in Our youth. In only a few places 
can We still retrace the ancient 
architectural structures, and even 
this requires something of an ef- 
fort. This is especially true in the 
outskirts, teeming as they are with 
countless buildings and with a vast 
number of families which have 
come to Rome from every corner 
of the Italian peninsula, from the 
adjacent islands, and, We can say, 
from all corners of the earth. It is 
truly a human beehive, as it were, 
humming with the continuous 
sound of a million voices striving 
for a harmony which is seldom 
achieved, thereby slowing down 
and hindering the concentration of 
constructive spiritual forces which 
alone can build an order that will 
satisfy the requirements of the re- 
ligious, civic, and social life of 
Rome. 

His Eminence the Cardinal Vicar 
gave Us an accurate report on the 
spiritual situation of Rome from 
the standpoint of religious practice 
and of the activities of the various 
parish institutions for Christian 
worship, assistance, and instruc- 
tion. We are pleased, in this con- 
nection, to take this opportunity 
to praise the Cardinal and his as- 
sistants for an effort that has been 
industrious and unceasing in its 
vigilance and its apostolic activity. 
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This apostolate has been exercised, 
from the center to the periphery, 
by the secular and regular clergy 
and by the members of Catholic 
associations. All have acted with 
good vision and purpose, and with 
constant, sincere diligence. 

None the less, the Gospel episode 
in which the multitudes are called 
to follow the Lord and get close to 
Him, but are unable to find the 
nourishing food of grace, is being 
repeated, and the anxious heart of 
a Pastor is moved. So few loaves 
of bread: so very few fishes: 
“quid sunt inter tantos.”? This 
hint can tell you everything: an 
increase in energy and in coordi- 
nation of individual and collective 
efforts is needed to bring about, 
with God’s help, a more abundant 
spiritual life, manifesizd (in the 
spirit of ‘‘adveniat regnum 
tuum”)*® by an intensive produc- 
tion of beneficial and holy fruit 
and a more fervent and fruitful 
life in parish and diocese. 


World problems 


The Bishop of Rome contem- 
plates the whole world, for whose 
spiritual rule he is responsible as 
a consequence of the divine mis- 
sion entrusted to him by his suc- 
cession to the Supreme Apostolate, 
and his eye is caught by two dif- 
ferent spectacles: on one side he 
sees the grace of Christ spreading 





Reported in Acta Apostolicae Sedis, Vol. 51, February 27, 1959, pp. 65-69. 
Italian text. Translation prepared for The Pope Speaks by Louciana G. M. Rose. 

The Holy Father delivered this address to seventeen Roman Cardinals in the 
cloister of the Benedictine Monastery adjoining the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the 
Walls, after attending a solemn Mass in the Basilica Ostiensis. 
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its marvelous fruits of spiritual 
elevation, health, and holiness to 
the whole world; on the other side, 
alas, he sees the misuse and depri- 
vation of human freedom by cer- 
tain men. Oblivious of the open 
gates of heaven and rejecting faith 
in Jesus Christ, Son of God, Re- 
deemer of the world and Founder 
of the Church, these men are striv- 
ing only toward the so-called goods 
of this world, inspired by him 
whom the Gospel calls Prince of 
Darkness, Prince of this World— 
as Jesus Christ Himself defined 
him in His words after the Last 
Supper—and are contradicting 
and fighting against truth and 
goodness. Their attitude widens 
the gulf between the two cities—as 
St. Augustine calls them—while 
they increase their efforts to de- 
ceive, if possible, even the elect, 
to drag them to ruin. 

The cup of misfortune confront- 
ing the sons of God and of the Holy 
Church is filled to the brim by 
temptations in the material order, 
which are increased and magnified 
by the progress of modern technol- 
ogy—in itself morally indifferent. 

All of this—this progress, as it 
is called—distracts men from the 
quest for superior spiritual goods 
and is conducive to a weakening of 
spiritual energies and to a relaxa- 
tion of the old discipline and order. 
As a result, grave obstacles arise 
to confront the Church and her 
children in her fight against er- 
rors which, throughout history, 
have always brought about fatal 


“The good of souls.”——Ed. 
“What are these among so many?” (John 6, 9)—Ed. 
*“Thy kingdom come.”—Ed. 
*“Dew of heaven, and of the fatness of the earth.” (Gen. 27, 28)—Ed. 


and evil divisions, spiritual and 
moral decay, and the destruction 
of nations. 

This most disheartening sight 
has caused this humble priest 
(whom Divine Providence singled 
out, although unworthy, for the 
exalted mission of the Supreme 
Pontificate) to make a decision in- 
tended to recall certain ancient 
forms of doctrinal affirmation and 
of wise arrangements for ecclesi- 
astical discipline. These forms, in 
the course of Church history, have 
yielded the richest harvest of re- 
sults because cf their clarity of 
thought, their compactness of re- 
ligious unity, and their heightened 
flame of Christian fervor, which 
we acknowledge (with reference 
to our temporal welfare, too) as 
abundant wealth “de rore coeli et 
de pinguedine terrae.’ + 


A Synod and a Council 


Venerable Brethren and beloved 
sons! Trembling a little with emo- 
tion, but with humble firmness of 
purpose, We now tell you of a two- 
fold celebration: We propose to 
call a Diocesan Synod for Rome, 
and an Ecumenical Council for the 
Universal Church. We also will 
tell you why We propose this 
action. 

To you, Venerable Brethren 
and beloved sons, We need hardly 
elaborate on the historical signifi- 
cance and juridical meaning of 
these two proposals. They will 
lead to the desired and long await- 
ed modernization of the Code of 
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Canon Law, which is expected to 
accompany and to crown these two 
efforts in the practical application 
of the rules of ecclesiastical dis- 
cipline, applications the Spirit of 
the Lord will surely suggest to 
Us as We proceed. The coming 
promulgation of the Code of Orien- 
tal Law foreshadows these events. 


Comments asked 


Let it suffice for today that We 
made this announcement to those 
members of the Sacred College 
who are present; We intend to 
communicate it to the other Car- 
dinals who have already returned 
to their various episcopal sees, 
spread all over the world. 

We would like to receive from 
those near and far a confidential 
and intimate expression of what 
they think of Our threefold plan, 
and We would welcome any sug- 
gestion they may care to offer re- 
garding its realization. 


Trust in heaven 


Our knowledge and experience, 
which has been strengthened and 
increased during the past three 
months of Our initiation into the 
service “servorum Dei,”*® encour- 
ages Us to place Our trust in the 
benevolence of Heaven: first of 
all, in the mediation of the Immac- 
ulate Mother of Jésus and Our 
Mother, and then in the protection 
of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, 


5 “Of the servants of God.”—Ed. 
*“Princes of the Apostles.”—Ed. 
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“Apostolorum Principum,’* and 
in the protection of Saint John the 
Baptist and Saint John the Evan- 
gelist, Our special Patrons, and of 
all the Saints of the heavenly court. 
We entreat all of them to grant Us 
a good beginning and continuation, 
and final success, in these projects 
(all of which require hard work) 
to the enlightenment, edification, 
and happiness of the whole Chris- 
tian world, and to the inducement 
of the faithful of the separated 
communities to follow Us amicably 
in this quest for unity and for 
grace, to which so many souls as- 
pire from all corners of the earth. 

Venerable Brethren and beloved 
sons! How sweet and encouraging 
appear, in Our recollection, the 
words of Saint Leo the Great, 
which the Sacred Liturgy now 
more than ever invites Us to recite. 
The greeting of Saint Paul, the 
convert of Damascus, who has wel- 
comed Us here among all his mem- 
ories, comes back to Us: “Corona 
mea... et gaudium vos estis, si 
fides vestra, quae ab initio Evan- 
gelit in universo mundo praedica- 
ta est, in dilectione et sanctitate 
permanserit,” 7 

What a beautiful greeting this 
is, in every way worthy of our 
spiritual family! “Dilectio et sanc- 
titas”:* a greeting and a wish. 
“Benedictio Dei omnipotentis Pa- 
tris et Filii et Spiritus Sancti. 
Amen.” ® 


*“You are my crown and joy, if your faith, which has been proclaimed to the whole 
world from the beginning of ane a remains steadfast in love and sanctity.” 


(Saint Leo the Great, Sermo 2)—Ed 
*“TLove and sanctity. ”__Bd. 
*“May Almighty God bless you: 

Amen.”—Ed. 


the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 








Sorrows and Joy of the Church 


An Address of Pope John XXill to the Faithful 
after Vespers on Pentecost Sunday 


Volge il settimo 


ENERABLE Brethren and 
beloved children! This is the 
seventh month since the be- 

ginning of Our pontifical mission: 
just enough time to encompass 
fully the principal feasts of the 
Liturgical Year. 

From Advent to .Pentecost: 
from the announcement in Bethle- 
hem to the triumph of the Holy 
Spirit and of the Church, one, holy, 
catholic and apostolic. 

The humble shepherds from the 
hills, keeping watch in the mysteri- 
ous night, have now become shep- 
herds of the Universal Church, 
which extends throughout the 
world from pole to pole, and down 
through history from century to 
century. : 

The liturgical cycle recreates 
those great events before our eyes 
every year, and brings their sig- 
nificance close to our hearts; our 
souls are revived by grace, which 
sanctifies us and raises us up. 

How beautiful is this renewal in 
our souls of the heavenly gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, which are a pledge 
of the immortal glory to come! The 
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whole history of the Church is con- 
tained in this renewal: the experi- 
ence of the past, the realities of the 
present, the vision of the future. 

This history of our personal and 
social lives, as individuals and as 
members of the great living body 
of the Catholic Church, is inter- 
woven with joys and sorrows, with 
consolations and bitter disappoint- 
ments. 

You will be happy to hear about 
the consolations, but you will not 
shrink from sharing with Us the 
gravest cares of Our all-encom- 
passing pastoral solicitude, which 
embraces all areas on earth. 


Cause for joy 


Here are Our reasons for rejoic- 
ing. At the end of January, on the 
day of the feast commemorating 

e conversion of St. Paul, We an- 
hounced Our intention of conven- 

mg a Concilium oecumenicum,' 
Which is to bring together—like a 
tiew Pentecost—primarily all the 
Bishops of the Church who are in 
communion with the Apostolic See. 
This meeting, based on profound 
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and large scale preparations, will 
bring, with God’s help, increased 
sanctification of the clergy and edi- 
fication of the Christian flock. It 
will be an encouraging spectacle 
for all people whose thoughts are 
lifted to faith and peace. 

And now here We are today, 
May 17, 1959, on the feast of Pen- 
tecdst, taking the first step in the 
fulfillment of this extraordinary 
promise: the announcement of the 
Pre-Preparatory Commission for 
the great event. This step is a first 
introduction, the beginning of a 
series of acts and constitutions, all 
requiring thorough preparatory 
study and research, and perhaps 
the use of all the languages on 
earth. It is only natural that all of 
this will take long months of de- 
tailed planning. 

We shall have many opportuni- 
ties to return to this topic, which 
is one that ought to move heaven 
and earth. 


Cause for sorrow 


Now that We have mentioned 
the joyful side, We must tell you 
of Our sorrow. Although there 
may be a look of tranquillity about 
Us, this is a sorrow which We feel 
most deeply. 

And, while We adore God’s 
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mysterious design, who mortificat 
et vivificat, deducit ad inferos et 
reducit,? We yet feel that We must 
raise Our voice, lest, by being si- 
lent, We betray Our apostolic man- 
date, clama, ne cesses, quasi tuba 
exalta vocem tuam.?* 

Pius XII, of venerable memory, 
repeatedly lamented the sad situa- 
tion which confronted the Church 
in some countries. And We, from 
the very first days of Our pontifi- 
cate, made his lament and his sor- 
row Our own, for We were faced 
by a persecution affecting millions 
of Our faithful, of. different nation- 
alities and languages. Especially 
in Our Consistorial address of De- 
cember 15 of last year, in speaking 
of a people very dear to Us, We 
pointed out to the world, charitably 
but truthfully, that there were 
some who were anxious to provoke 
a grievous schism.* 


China and Hungary 


It is with even greater sorrow 
that We must now state how the 
situation of the Church in China is 
steadily worsening. A plan is be- 
ing pursued to force Our children 
to obey false pastors ; Catholics are 
constantly being pressured into re- 
nouncing their fine, wholesome al- 
legiance to the Vicar of Christ; the 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, May 18-19, 1959. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Louciana G. M. Rose. 

This address was delivered by His Holiness immediately after he had presided at 
Pontifical Vespers in the basilica of St. Peter's. It was the first time since 1870 that a 
pope fook part in the Pentecost Sunday Vespers in St. Peter's. Vespers came at the 
conclusion of a novena the Holy Father had requested for Christian reunion and for 


the success of the Ecumenical Council. 
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very churches where souls used to 
find peaceful shelter are now 
turned into places of ambush. 

We must also mention something 
else which deeply grieves Us. In 
the noble and beloved land of Hun- 
gary the rule of the Bishops is be- 
ing carried out under ever-increas- 
ing difficulties and duress, due to 
constant interference and harass- 
ing decrees. Worthy prelates, 
among them a member of the 
Sacred College, are being forcibly 
separated from their beloved 
flocks; others find it impossible to 
minister to the faithful entrusted 
to their care because they are hin- 
dered from making free use of 
their clergy; obstacles are being 
placed in the way of the formation 
and education of candidates for the 
priesthood. It is to be feared that 
such abnormal circumstances will 
give civilian authorities further ex- 
cuses for unlawful interference 
with the life of the Church, for 
demanding of her pastors acts that 
would be against their consciences, 
and even for attempting to force 
into the governing body of the 
Church of Jesus Christ ecclesiastics 
who were not appointed by this 
Apostolic See. 


Source of hope 


Venerable Brethren and beloved 


1“BWeumenical Council.” —Ed. 
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children! Even in the midst of 
such grave cares, Our hope still 
rests with Him who, when He es- 
tablished His Church, did not 
promise her freedom from trials 
and persecutions. To Him rises 
our cry of trusting hope: Etenim 
universi, qui sperant in te, non con- 
fundentur . .. reminiscere mise- 
rationum tuarum, quae a saeculo 
sunt!®> To Him goes our cease- 
less prayer entreating steadfast- 
ness and strength for our perse- 
cuted brethren, and enlightenment, 
forgiveness, and conversion for 
their unhappy persecutors “who 
do not know what they are do- 
ing.” 6 

This evening of meditation and 
worship gives Us a favorable op- 
portunity. Coming with His gifts 
of sweetness and strength the 
Spirit perfected the Apostles and 
prepared them for the ultimate 
proof of their love. May this same 
Spirit descend upon our brethren 
and children, to comfort them, to 
whisper to them words of faith, 
and to make them always worthy 
pro nomine Jesu contumeliam 
pati.? 

May the Spirit descend upon all 
those, who, by the grace of God, 
are free to live joyfully and with 
sweetness of spirit in the consola- 
tions of the Catholic religion. We 


*“Killeth and maketh alive, he bringeth down to hell and bringeth back again” (1 


Kgs., 2, 6).—Ed. 


~ “Cry, cease not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet” (Isa. 58, 1). 
*An English translation of this address appears in T. PS bgpring 1959), v. 5, 


pp. 143-48. 
5 “All who hope in thee shall not be confounded. . 
as Nef ere which are of old” (Ps. 24, 3, 6). —E 


, Renae, O Lord, thy kind- 


7“To is Toa disgrace for the name of Jesus” (Acts 5, 41).—Ed. 
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exhort all in visceribus Jesu 
Christi® to be steadfast witnesses 
of their faith, to cooperate, by dint 
of prayers and good will, for the 
coming of a better and more peace- 
ful era, and to ward off, with dis- 
cipline and resolution, the peril 
which threatens us all. 

We repeat to everyone once more 
the words of Our Christmas mes- 
sage: “It is necessary to be watch- 
ful in the night that surrounds us: 
to know how to take account of the 
deceits of those who are enemies of 
God even more than they are our 
enemies, and to take part in every 
defense of Christian principles, 
which are now and always the 
breastplate of true justice.” ® 


* “Tn the heart of Jesus Christ.”—Ed. 
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We thank you, Venerable Breth- 
ren and beloved children, for hav- 
ing complied with Our wish by 
gathering with Us in this Basilica 
to pray to the Paraclete for Our 
intention. Our affection embraces 
you who are present here at this 
moment and the faithful all over 
the world, but it goes especially to 
all those who, in the difficult situa- 
tion We have just described, have 
today entreated the descent of the 
Holy Spirit to bring them freedom 
and peace. 

As a pledge of the sevenfold 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, We hereby 
impart, with all Our heart, Our 
paternal Apostolic benediction, a 
fervent and a certain assurance of 
better times to come. 


° AAS 51 (1959) 11. An English translation appears in TPS (Spring 1959), v. 5, 


p. 133. 





In Praise of the Retreat Movement 


We are very happy to express to the Retreat Movement Our profound 
satisfaction for the rich harvest of good it has gathered in its many years of 
activity. And now, in the dawn of Our Pontificate, the movement begins its 


50th year of existence. 


Let us first of all raise to our Lord, the Father of mercies and God of all 





consolation," fervent thanks for having inspired and protected the movement, 
thus showing its deep correspondence to the desires of His heart. And let us 
ask God to continue to make it a blessed oasis of prayer and recollection 
where in the light of the Blessed Sacrament all classes of workers may attain 
jpeace, serenity, comfort and spiritual refreshment, renewal and pardon, and 
holy resolutions to persevere in faithfulness to the Divine law. 

We offer Our fatherly congratulations and encouragement to the diligent 
director of the movement and to his worthy aides, as well as to all the mem- 
bers, who give praiseworthy example even in the midst of the trials of daily 
life and manage to attend to the continual perfecting of their souls. From 
Our heart We impart Our Apostolic Benediction as a comfort to them and 
their families. 

—Pope John XXIII. To members of the 
Retreat Movement. January 21, 1959. 








On the Last Words of Pope Pius XI 


A Letter of Pope John XXIII to the Venerable Brethren, 
the Metropolitans, Archbishops, and Bishops of Italy 
on the Twentieth Anniversary of the Death of 
the Supreme Pontiff Pius XI and on the 
Thirtieth Anniversary of the Lateran Treaty 


La familiarita 


URING THE weeks and 
months since We inherited 
the pontifical role of Our 

most venerated predecessor Pius 
XII, Our familiarity in thought 
and in word with the memories he 
left behind has been a constant 
source of grace and consolation 
to Us. 

These memories and echoes and 
invitations came from a_ deep 
awareness of what it meant to be 
a universal father, and they give 
Us encouragement and strength 
and consolation each and every 
day. 

But still one feels an urge to go 
back beyond the well-beloved and 
blessed. figure of Pius XII to the 
other Piuses who have used the 
paternal majesty of their ministry 
to soften the harshness of human 
life, reaffirming the principles that 
mean most to the spirit and sum- 
marizing these principles in a rec- 
ognition of the pre-eminence of 
supernatural goods and the sanc- 
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tification of souls over all research 
and conquests of the material and 
temporal order. 

Oh! what a happy experience it 
is to go back through the years 
from Pius XII to Pius XI, St. Pius 
X, and Pius IX, feeling as if you 
were climbing the shining ladder 
of Jacob, so rich in wonders and 
surprises! The memory of the 
Pontiff Pius XI stands out most 
clearly of all of them, especially 
now that We have just marked the 
twentieth anniversary of his death 
and the thirtieth anniversary of 
one of the most important events 
in the contemporary history of the 
Church, the Lateran Treaty. This 
was an outstanding accomplish- 
ment of that great-minded man 
and Pontiff, who never forgot the 
land that had given him birth. 


Farewell plans of Pius XI 


As he realized his end was ap- 
proaching, that will of his that had 
always been so vigorous and force- 
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ful called all the Bishops of Italy 
to gather about him, like children 
gathered about their old father to 
hear his last .words. 

The talk was to have been given 
in the Consistorial Hall in the Vat- 
ican and then continued the next 
day beneath the dome of the great 
Basilica of St. Peter, which, as he 
said, “smiles on us from near-by.” 
He intended to make a few brief 
remarks about pastoral care, but 
he also planned to add—and he in- 
tended to do it “after deepest con- 
sideration” —something more note- 
worthy on a subject of general and 
universal importance and — the 
words are still his—‘“of great im- 
portance not only for Italy.” 

Unfortunately, he never had a 
chance to carry out his plans. One 
might say that his overpowering 
desire to die in the field while still 
at work and without prolonged 
sickness—the intention for which 
he had prayed so devoutly to St. 
Andrew Avellino, whose picture 
hung opposite his bed—was satis- 
fied beyond his fondest expecta- 
tion. When Sister Death came up- 
on him, he was still writing the 
talk, as a farewell message to the 
Bishops of Italy, which they in 
turn might carry back to their 
dioceses. Unfortunately, his weary 
hand came to rest before he could 
finish it. 
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Legends 


It was only right to keep what 
remained of that manuscript away 
from the prying eyes of idle curi- 
osity. 

In the course of time, many 
legends have sprung up about this 
final expression of his thoughts 
and feelings. All those who were 
acquainted with the spiritual su- 
periority of Pius XI felt sure that 
it could not help being lofty and 
noble. And yet, the events of those 
last weeks, which had brought the 
aged Pontiff more than his share 
of bitter blows, would have made 
it quite understandable if he had 
expressed himself in phrases and 
tones that betrayed a resentment 
he had good reason to feel. 


Edifying last words 


For a Pope who comes later, 
there are no reservations concern- 
ing the secrets of the spirit of any- 
one who has gone before him in 
his most serious and most sacred 
responsibilities. 

At a distance of twenty years 
from the death of that great man, 
We can assure you that those 
“novissima verba’! of his contained 
@ message as simple, and at the 
same time as edifying and as 
moving, as you might have ex- 
pected from him; its spirit and 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, February 9-10, 1959. Htalian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

The occasion for this letter was the twentieth anniversary of the death of Pope 
Pius XI and the thirtieth anniversary of the signing of the Lateran Treaty. This treaty, 
negotiated by Pius XI in 1929, assured the Holy See territorial sovereignty and estab- 


lished Church-State relations in Italy. 








ON THE LAST WoRDS OF Pius XI 


tone were those of a father full of 
respect and of affection, whose 
name would well deserve to be held 
in benediction through the cen- 
turies. 


His remarks on seminaries 


To give you some idea of that 
manuscript, all We need do is point 
out the remarks that he made on 
the lofty responsibilities resting 
on the consciences of bishops in 
the matters of seminaries and of 
episcopal teaching. Speaking of 
seminaries, he pointed out the 
countless details that require at- 
tention, and especially the vigilant 
and experienced attention of peo- 
ple like yourselves: “piety, stud- 
ies, spiritual direction and external 
order, discipline and hygiene, fi- 
nances and administration, library 
and kitchen, teachers and direc- 
tors, workers, and every big and 
little thing; yes, every big and lit- 
tle thing, for daily life is made up 
of little things and the big things 
are rare. And, for that matter, it 
is just like the teaching”—notice 
how clear and profound his re- 
marks are here—‘“the teaching and 
example of the great Father who 
dwells in Heaven, yet rules over 
the world and is aware of the little 
bird who dies in the woods and the 
hair that falls from our. head.” ? 

“Our aim”—the manuscript goes 
on—‘“has been simply to beg you, 
Our Venerable Brethren in the 
episcopate, as We do now, to help 
Us achieve the greater good of 
these diocesan and interdiocesan 
seminaries, by supporting the reg- 


2“Tast words.”—Ed. 
* Cf. Matt. 6, 26; Luke 21, 18. 
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ulations and advice of Our, or 
rather your, Congregation, which 
is completely dedicated to these 
institutions that belong to you: 
whether they be diocesan or inter- 
diocesan, and especially the latter, 
to which the others look for their 
lead: sometimes, you can help by 
giving up a man who is very val- 
uable to the diocese, because you 
realize that he will be serving a 
greater and wider purpose and you 
will be doing a real favor for the 
Pope. Again, you can always help 
by backing up the strictness of rec- 
tors in the matters of admission 
and of promotion to orders, with a 
full realization that a_ special, 
heavy responsibility rests upon 
them and that they enjoy the help 
of special graces and heavenly 
aids.” 


A personal reminiscence 


He concluded these remarks 
about seminaries with a personal 
reference to two memories of his 
own youth. One was that of a 
seminary rector who was an out- 
standing and exemplary man but 
a little sharp and authoritarian by 


_ nature; his work attracted this 


comment from his bishop: “I al- 
ways end up approving his judg- 
ments on admission and advance- 
ment. Only once did I prefer my 
own opinion and very soon after I 
had to admit that he had been 
right that time too.” 
The other memory was of a re- 
ply of Monsignor Agostino Ri- 
boldi, his science professor, who 
later became Bishop of Pavia and 
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Cardinal Archbishop of Ravenna, 
to the objection that this kind of 
rigor in recruiting candidates 
would soon leave parishes without 
pastors: “If there is no Mass, then 
the faithful will be excused from 
hearing it.” 


Dangers of distortion 


The manuscript then passes 
from the matter of seminaries to 
another object of pastoral inter- 
est—the Bishop’s teaching. It 
might be worthwhile to point out 
a short passage that says some 
things that will always be ap- 
plicable : 

“The things that We are now 
going to say to you and about you 
are things that apply first of all to 
Ourselves. 

“You know, beloved and vener- 
able Brethren, how the words of 
the Pope are often treated. A great 
deal of attention is paid to Our 
allocutions and to Our audiences, 
even outside of Italy. Most of the 
time they are falsely interpreted, 
or else, things that We are sup- 
posed to have said are conjured 
up; incredibly foolish and absurd 
statements are attributed to Us. 
There is a section of the press that 
feels free to say anything at all 
against Us and Our affairs, and 
that does not hesitate to go back 
to the recent or far-off history of 
the Church and give it a false and 
perverse interpretation. The in- 
terpretation goes so far as to deny 
that there is any persecution in 
Germany, and backs up that denial 
with a false and calumnious accu- 
sation that We are engaging in 
political activities. In the same 
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way the persecution by Nero was 
supported by the accusation that 
the Christians had set fire to Rome. 
Things are even said that violate 
all notions of reverence, and this 
is permitted to go on. Meanwhile 
Our press is powerless to contra- 
dict or correct them. 

“You cannot expect your words 
to be treated any better, even 
though they are the words of Sa- 
cred Pastors established by God 
Himself, words that are preached 
or written or printed only to en- 
lighten, forearm, and save souls. 


Hostile listeners 


“So watch out, beloved Brethren 
in Christ, and never forget that 
there are often observers or infor- 
mers (espionage agents would be 
a better phrase) who are listening 
to you on their own or because 
they have been so ordered, with 
nothing else in mind than to de- 
nounce you, after—as is obvious— 
having understood nothing at all 
of what you have said or even hav- 
ing carried away an exactly oppo- 
site meaning. They have in their 
favor (and you must remember it, 
as Our Lord did for those who 
crucified Him) the great, supreme 
excuse of ignorance. 

“Matters grow even worse when 
this excusing factor is aggravated 
by the senseless presumption of 
people who claim to know every- 
thing when it is obvious that they 
do not even know what the Church 
is, what the Pope is, what a bishop 
is, or what is the bond of faith and 
charity that binds us all together 
in the love and the service of Jesus, 
Our King and Our Lord. Unfortu- 

















nately, there are pseudo-Catholics 
who seem happy when they think 
they have—in their own way, of 
course — found some difference, 
some discrepancy between one 
bishop and another, or, even more, 
between some bishop and the Pope. 


Happy exceptions 


‘“‘We know that there are some, 
We might even say many, good 
and consoling exceptions: out- 
standing people who know how to 
make their duties and positions fit 
in with their faith and their pro- 
fession of Catholicism in a manly 
and noble way, to the immeasur- 
able gain of religion, of souls, and 
of consciences—especially those of 
the young—and to the advantage 
of the country itself. We would 
like to know all of them person- 
ally—several of you have pointed 
them out to Us—to bless and 
thank each of them one by one.” 

It is on this gentle, pastoral note 
that the manuscript of the dying 
Pontiff trails off into confused and 
- shaky lines. At this point, he was 
about to come back to the event 
that had occasioned what he was 
writing—the tenth anniversary of 
the Lateran Treaty. He would 
certainly have written more in 
preparation for the next day’s cer- 
emony in St. Peter’s but the next 
day his lifeless body lay in the Sis- 
tine Chapel, facing the ceiling that 
the art of Michelangelo had, one 
might say, painted for him, to por- 
tray the triumphal reception that 
deservedly awaited him in the 
heavenly regions, after so glorious 
a Pontificate. 


* Col, 3, 15. 
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There are a few other words that 
remain on the fading manuscript 
as an expression of the last breath 
of that great spirit; they do not 
take in all that he wanted to say at 
length, but only the bit that he was 
able to formulate, which now re- 
mains as the first note of an im- 
mortal canticle. 

He began this section with the 
words of the Apostle: “Grati 
estote.”* Be grateful. And He 
wanted the gratitude to be directed 
to the Lord, who had given Italy 
the great blessing of a reconcilia- 
tion of the Church and the State. 


Invocation to the Apostles 


As one can see in the manu- 
script, his hand stopped at words 
— the “novissima verba’ — that 
mark the final notes of an invoca- 
tion that will make the heart of 
every good Catholic and every 
good Italian beat faster with emo- 
tion and tenderness as he hears it 
now. It could not be offered on a 
more solemn altar than that of St. 
Peter’s: as a renewal and a re- 
consecration of an event that 
brought about a happy alliance of 
Church and State for Italy. 

Oh! what words, what words of 
exultation and peace are these: 

“Here at the age-old and glori- 
ous tomb and above the sacred 
relics of the Apostles of the Lord 
who first carried the Gospel to 
Rome and there founded the uni- 
versal Church, We can speak of 
the exulting, not of humbled bones, 
but of glorified bones. 

“And We repeat it with all Our 
heart, with the accent of prayer. 
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Yes, exult, glorious bones of the 
Princes of the Apostles, disciples 
and friends of Christ, who honored 
and sanctified this blessed Italy 
with your presence, your works, 
with the purple of your most 
noble blood. Exult in this memo- 
rable day which sees God smiling 
at Italy and Italy at God, the best 
of pledges for the most brilliant of 
futures. In the joy of such a prom- 
ise, you too, O sacred and glorious 
bones, prophesy like those of Jo- 
seph of old. Prophesy the perse- 
verance of this Italy in the Faith 
that you preached and upon which 
you set the seal of your blood. 
Holy bones, prophesy a complete 
and unshaken perseverance 
against all the blows and the wiles 
that threaten it from near and far 
and that wage war against it. 
Prophesy prosperity, honor, above 
all the honor of a people that is 
conscious of its human and Chris- 
tian dignity and responsibility. 
Prophesy, dear and venerated 
bones, the coming or the return of 
all peoples, all nations, all races to 
the religion of Christ; may they 
all be united and become blood- 
brothers in the common bond of 
the great human family. Last of 
all, apostolic bones, prophesy or- 
der, tranquillity, and peace, peace, 
peace to this whole world, which 
even now when it seems to be pos- 
sessed by a homicidal and suicidal 
madness for armaments, . still 
wants peace at any cost, and joins 
Us in begging the God of peace for 


*“Joy in truth.”—Ed. 
®* “Food of the soul.”—Ed. 
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it and in trusting that it will be 
achieved.” 


Purpose of this letter 


With this final citation, Vener- 
able and most beloved Brethren in 
the episcopate, the mysterious se- 
cret of the discourse of Pius XI on 
the tenth anniversary of the La- 
teran Treaty has been unveiled. 
And you yourselves can decide if 
it contains anything unbefitting, 
or anything not corresponding to 
the pontifical dignity, or to the 
noble and serene aspirations of a 
great-hearted pastor and father. 

One of the richest satisfactions 
in life, at any time and in any cir- 
cumstances, is the “gaudium de 
veritate,’* and St. Augustine 
admonishes us that truth is the 
“cibus animae.”’ 5 

This homage We are paying to 
the service of truth by revealing 
an episode that is of great interest 
for the religious history and civil 
life of Catholic Italy is meant to 
encourage everyone, clergy and 
faithful, to keep moving along the 
good path, so that “sic transeamus 
per bona temporalia ut non amit- 
tamus aeterna.” ® 

So may the protection of the 
Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, and 
the deeds and wonderful example 
of the Pontiffs who have gone be- 
fore Us serve as a sign-post and a 
guide to good thinking and good 
work. The Holy Father Pius XI 
began his last document: “in the 
light of the pure and miraculous 


* “We may pass through the midst of temporal goods in such a way as not to lose 


the eternal.”—Ed. 














In this 


splendors of Lourdes.” 
same light, We pray that the great 
event of thirty years ago may con- 
tinue to be a pledge of prosperity 
and of peace; and as a sign of spe- 
cial love, We impart the Apostolic 
Blessing to all of you, Venerable 


ON THE LAST WoRDS OF Pius XI 


413 


Brethren, to the faithful entrusted 
to your care, and to Our beloved 
Italy. 

From the Vatican, February 6, 
1959, in the first year of Our 
Pontificate. 

Toannes PP. XXIII 


* 


Sick Children 

It particularly pleases Us, on this occasion of a day dedicated to them, 
to turn our thoughts to sick children and to speak to them. Our heart em- 
braces the joys and sorrows of all Our sons but these are the most dear to 
Us, because of their tender years and unusually early suffering. 

Just as Jesus loved children (and still does) with special preference be- 
cause "of these is the Kingdom of Heaven,’ We, too, with Our fatherly 
affection intend to remain close to all the dear children before whom the 

+ painful Way of the Cross has unfolded so soon, at an age ordinarily bright 
with the liveliest hopes. 

We assure all these dear children of Ours that We never cease praying 
to our Lord, asking Him with boundless confidence to give them the recovery 
they so desire, serenity and comfort in their passing trial, and filial resigna- 
tion to His holy will. At the same time We invite them to offer their tribu- 
lations for these Our intentions: for Holy Mother Church, the conversion of 
sinners, and lasting peace among men. By doing this they will enrich with 
ever greater merit lives that are pleasing to our Lord, even as the fragrance 
of incerise. 

We place the suffering of these many little ones in the immaculate hands 
of Mary, so that she may offer them to her Divine Son. As assurance of 
Our prayers We are very happy to give from Our heart the Apostolic 
Benediction to all sick children, to their families, and to the directors and 
members of Catholic Action Youth Movements. 

—John XXIII. Broadcast on Italy's 
"Day for Sick Children." February 15, 1959. 
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Prayer for the Church of Silence 


O Jesus, Son of God, who loved Your Church and gave Yourself to sanctify 
it and enable it to appear before You glorious and immaculate (cf. Eph. 5, 
23-27), mercifully consider again the afflictions to which Your mystical spouse 
is subjected in some parts of the Catholic world, but now especially in the 
great nation of China. 


You see, O Lord, the snares which threaten the souls of Your faithful and 
You know the calumnious insinuations brought against Your shepherds, Your 
ministers, and Your faithful followers, who eagerly desire to disseminate 
the Gospel truth and to spread Your kingdom, which is not of this world. 
How insistent and pernicious are the attempts to tear the seamless robe of 
Your spouse, the Church—one, holy, catholic, apostolic, Roman—and to sep- 
arate hierarchy and local communities from the sole center of truth, authority, 
and salvation, the Chair of Peter! 


Confronted with the spectacle of such grave evils, we ask of You, above 
all, forgiveness for offenses perpetrated against You. Indeed, the words You 
spoke to Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus—"'Saul, Saul, why dost thou 
persecute Me?" (Acts 9, 4)—may well be repeated today as has happened 
in the course of recent and remote history. 


We have trust always in the efficacy of the sublime words which You spoke 
to the Father from the Cross. ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know 
what they are doing’ (Luke 23, 34). Just as Your sacrifice is the source of 
universal salvation, so, through Your grace, may the martyrdom which the 
Church, Your spouse and our mother, suffers in various regions be salutary to 
all men! 


O Prince of Peace, may bishops and priests, religious and laity be always 
and everywhere “careful to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace” (Eph. 4, 3). May Your almighty strength defeat every human calcula- 
tion so that shepherds and flocks may remain obedient to the voice of the 
one universal shepherd, the Roman Pontiff, who feels in his heart the respon- 
sibility of that supreme command of love, ‘Holy Father, keep in Thy name 
those whom Thou has given me, that they may be one even as We are" 
(John 17, 11). 


And lastly, O our Savior, cast a glance of approval on the merits and 
prayers of Your mother and ours, the august Queen of the Missions and of 
the Universal Church, and on the toils, sacrifices and blood of innumerable 
heralds of the Faith, who everywhere have given, and still give, heroic testi- 
mony to You. And mindful above all of Your Precious Blood, shed for many 
as the remission of sins, give Your peace to China and to the whole world. 
For in no one else is there hope, victory and peace if not in You, Our Lord 
and immortal King of all people forever and ever. 


—John XXII]. January, 1959. 











The Christian Way 


for Labor Movements 


An Address of Pope John XXill on the Feast 
of St. Joseph the Worker 


In questa luminosa May 1, 1959 


N THIS glorious day, to ing the early years—the spring 
which the celebration of the years—of Our priesthood. In Our 
feast of St. Joseph’s tutelage beloved Bergamo, one of the first 

over the Universal Church was Italian dioceses to embark upon a 
transferred to give it the special courageous social reform plan, and ~ 
meaning of protection and exam- by the side of a great pastor of 
ple for all workers, We rejoice in souls, Our beloved Monsignor Ra- 
feeling that you are especially close dini-Tedeschi, We learned how to 
to Our heart, beloved sons and take to heart the lot of the work- 
daughters. The history of your ers. In-him, in his determination 
great association is a recent one, and his zeal, We saw in action the 
‘but the Church has always har- (Church’s motherly care for these, 
bored for the working class an her children. 
especially warm love, which has We followed your progress with 
now assumed a special tone toward sympathetic interest, even while 
your group, as well as toward other Our service to the Church kept Us 
associations, also noble and valu- away from Italy. When, in the 
able. spirit of obedience, We accepted 
the spiritual rule of Our Venice, 
We were able to observe, at close 
You are dear to Us, however, quarters and with ever-increasing 
because in your movement We _ respect, the work of your Chris- 
have seen the realization of ideals tian Associations of Italian Work- 
toward which several precursors ers, which was being done with 
of today’s social reforms labored breadth of vision and determina- 
over the years. We were personally tion. This work —as We wrote 
acquainted with many of them dur- last year to Our faithful—is a 


A personal interest 
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strong “and repeated invitation to 
thoughtful gratitude and imita- 
tion.” 

In you We see all the workers of 
Italy and of the world who, as be- 
lievers and faithful sons of the 
Church, celebrate today the pre- 
cious and sanctifying value of 
labor. 

With paternal affection, We 
greet all of them: those who en- 
gage in spiritual activity, using 
their intellectual and cultural tal- 
ents, as well as those who employ 
their physical strength in the serv- 
ice of society—workers in fields 
and mines, in industry and handi- 
craft, in factories and laboratories, 
home-makers and shop assistants, 
and women toiling in the rice fields 
and in factories. All of them are 
equally dear to Our heart. 


Achievements 


To these different areas of the 
great world of labor goes the pater- 
nal solicitude of your worthy asso- 
ciations. This solicitude is for a 
blessed and worthy effort to bring 
human activity more and more un- 
der the influence of the teaching 
and the love of Jesus Christ. 

Your associations have achieved 
remarkable progress in the past 
years, and deserve encouragement 
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and support. They have directed 
all their efforts toward improving 
the condition of the working class, 
in active and fruitful cooperation 
with employers, and in a spirit of 
mutual respect and awareness of 
the rights and duties of each. 

Several projects were underta- 
ken to improve the workers’ lot, 
not by fanning the fires of their 
discontent with useless words, but 
by helping them solve their prob- 
lems in the light of the Gospel 
under the leadership of the Church 
and her fundamental teaching, and 
in the spirit of Christianity, which 
means determination, freedom, re- 
spect for the dignity of man, and, 
at the same time, loyalty, charity, 
meekness, and patience. 

With such guiding principles and 
avowed goals, your associations 
prospered, with God’s blessings, in 
a progressive development which 
reached its zenith on May 1, 1955, 
when Our predecessor of blessed 
memory, Pius XII, dedicated this 
day to celebration of the feast of 
Christian labor in the name of 
Saint Joseph. 

You therefore celebrate today 
the ennobling and sanctifying sig- 
nificance of labor, typified by the 
example of your heavenly Patron. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, May 2-3, 1959. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Louciana G. M. Rose. 

This address was delivered to delegates from A.C.L.I. (Christian Associations of 
Italian Workers), an organization founded in 1945 for the application of Christian 
principles to social problems. In his 1955 talk to this group Pope Pius XII pro- 


claimed the new liturgical feast of St. Joseph the Worker, to be celebrated on May 1. 




















THE CHRISTIAN 


Twofold meaning of this feast 


This feast has for you a two- 
fold meaning: thanksgiving and 
propitiation. 

Thanksgiving for the help which 
God gave you during the past year 
by allowing you to enjoy the pre- 
cious blessings of life and family, 
by protecting you against spiritual 
and bodily harm, and by turning 
to your spiritual advantage the un- 
avoidable trials and unpleasant- 
nesses of life. 

Give thanks, then, to the Lord, 
because, in the first words of to- 
day’s Mass of St. Joseph, He “ren- 
dered to the just the wages of their 
labors, and conducted them in a 
wonderful way; and was to them 
for a covert by day, and for the 
light of stars by night.” 4 

To such sentiments of gratitude, 
add an act of propitiation for your 
future, in which you will ask God 
for the continued gift of His pro- 
tection and mercy, being well 
aware that “Unless the Lord build 
the house, they labor in vain who 
build it.” ? 


Ultimate goal 


Strengthened in this conviction, 
you must entrust yourselves com- 
pletely to God, beloved sons and 
daughters. You know that man’s 
real happiness, the kind that en- 
dures in the midst of life’s painful 
trials, consists in constantly keep- 
ing his supreme goal in sight; and 
you know that, while actively en- 

1 Wisd. 10, 17. 


* Ps, 126, 1 
* Col. 3, iB: 3, 17; 3, 23-24. 


WAY FOR LABOR 


: “With a strong hand, and a stretched out arm.” (Deut. 5, 15)—Ed. 
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deavoring to raise your standard 
of living until you reach a level 
consistent with the dignity of free 
children of God, you must continu- 
ously turn your mind toward God, 
toward “heavenly desires.” Let the 
words of St. Paul the Apostle, 
which are included in today’s Mass, 
find a true echo in your hearts: 
“And may the peace of Christ 
reign in your hearts . . . Whatever 
you do in word or work, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through 
him . . . Whatever you do, work at 
it from the heart as for the Lord 
and not for men, knowing that 
from the Lord you will receive the 
inheritance as your reward.” ® 


Hopeful future 


Be of good cheer, beloved sons 
and daughters! God is with you! 
As He blessed your associations in 
the past, even so will He help you 
go forward “in manu forti et 
brachio extento!” 4 

Remember that the Pope is with 
you! Echoing the encouraging 
words spoken by Pius XII, of 
blessed memory, during the audi- 
ence he gave you on May 1, 1956, 
We say to you: “Close ranks a- 
round your banners of peace, and 
look toward the smiling promise of 
your future. The Christian Work- 
ers’ Associations embody a lively 
and natural strength which, if used 
in its entirety, will effectively con- 
tribute to the achievement of a real 
social peace. Christian workers, 
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inspired by eternal principles and 
drawing from faith and grace the 
peaceful strength to overcome all 
obstacles, are perhaps not far from 
the day when they will be called 
upon to exert their leadership in 
the world of labor.” © 

This day must come, with God’s 
almighty help and with your whole- 
hearted cooperation. Be assured of 
this, beloved sons and daughters: 
much depends upon you. In the 
practical application of the Gospel 
and of the social teachings of the 
Church lies the force which alone 
can build the world of Christian 
labor in truth and charity. 


False reasoning 


Unfortunately not all Catholic 
workers are convinced that they 
have the support of this divine 
strength, and by their lukewarm 
cooperation and their timidity con- 
tribute very little toward the sal- 
vation of their brothers. Unfortu- 
nately some of them have fallen 
under the spell of a sad misunder- 
standing, as We wrote to Our flock 
in Venice in August 1956: “that is, 
the danger that some minds might 
be affected by the specious propo- 
sition that, in order to bring about 
social justice, to help the miserable 
in every category, and to inculcate 
respect for the tax laws, one must 
associate with those who deny God 
and crush human liberties, and 
must cater to their every whim. 
This way of reasoning is false in 
its premises and fatal in its appli- 
cations.” ® 
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Be not afraid, beloved sons and 
daughters! Your mission is a great 
and beneficent one: use the talents 
which God gave you, so that full 
noon will soon come—the glorious 
noon, already presaged by your 
luminous and promising dawn, in 
which God will consecrate the 
world of labor by His sweetly effec- 
tive presence. 


Power of charity 


Using the power that only char- 
ity can give, go to everybody, 
wherever there are intellects to be 
enlightened, wills to be strength- 
ened, energies to be channelled to- 
ward good; wherever there are 
tears to be dried, doubts to be dis- 
pelied, solitudes to be filled. Ap- 
proach with cautious meekness and 
patience your estranged brothers, 
who may hide, behind the screen of 
their negations, a wounded heart 
which needs love and understand- 
ing. Try to convince them that 
hatred is not a solution of their 
problems nor is the triumph of 
anti-Christian ideologies the secret 
for changing the world, but, rath- 
er, that the willing, consistent, and 
determined practice of the teach- 
ings of the Gospel, even at the cost 
of personal sacrifice, is the solution 
and secret. 

Much remains to be done: We 
are well aware of this, because 
every day We hear the heart-rend- 
ing cry of so many of Our sons, 
who beg for bread for themselves 
and their families, for work, for 
security. Our thoughts go, first and 
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foremost, to these men, embittered 
by unemployment and under-em- 
ployment. To them must go Our 
common solicitude: We trust that, 
by means of timely measures and 
prompt care, their difficulties may 
be overcome, and that decent gain- 
ful employment can be found for 
them, to bring peace of mind to 
their families and give them their 
due. 

For them, as well as for all 
workers in Italy and in the whole 
world—especially for the laborers 
who are subjected to the hardest 
types of work—We invoke God’s 
help and consolations, together 
with the blessings of material pros- 
perity and peace of mind, through 
the intercession of your Patron 
Saint. 


Prayer to St. Joseph 


Glorious Saint Joseph, who dis- 
guised the incomparable and sov- 
ereign dignity of guardian of Jesus 
and Mary under the humble ap- 
pearance of an artisan and with 
your work provided for their daily 
sustenance, give your protection to 
those who are especially entrusted 
to your care. ‘ 

You know their sufferings and 
their anxieties, because you shared 
them yourself by the side of Jesus 
and His Mother. Do not allow 
them, under the burden of so many 
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worries, to forget the end for which 
God created them; do not allow the 
poison of mistrust to conquer their 
immortal souls. Remind all work- 
ers that in the fields, in the fac- 
tories, in the mines and in the lab- 
oratories of science, they are never 
alone in their joys and in their 
sorrows, but that Jesus is always 
with them, to wipe the perspira- 
tion from their brow, and to en- 
noble their toil. Teach them to 
transform their labor, as you did, 
into an exalted instrument of sanc- 
tification. 


The Apostolic Benediction 


Trusting that Our words will 
find in your hearts a generous re- 
sponse of feeling and of holy reso- 
lutions, We add to Our most fer- 
vent wishes Our fatherly Apostolic 
Blessing, which, from the bottom 
of Our heart, We impart to you 
and your families, while Our 
thoughts go with very special ten- 
derness to your children; to the 
places that your toil has conse- 
crated; to your fellow workers; to 
your most worthy prelates, Our 
venerable brethren in the Episco- 
pal dignity, who accompanied you 
today and follow you with pastoral 
solicitude; and to the deserving 
officials and enthusiastic Assist- 
ants of the Christian Associations 
of Italian Workers. 
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Greetings to the Rulers of Monaco 


lt is a joy for Us to welcome Your Most Serene Highnesses into this 
dwelling, where you came not long ago to pay a visit to Our Predecessor 
of venerated memory, Pope Pius XII. We know the welcome full of affec- 
tionate cordiality that you received from that great Pontiff, and: We can 
assure you that We are animated by the same feelings of fatherly be- 
nevolence. 


We cannot forget Our first meeting with Your Highness in the princely 
Palace of Monaco in 1947, at the time of the jubilee celebration for the late 
Prince Louis Il. The kind hospitality that your grandfather and the princess 
offered to the representative of the Holy See in their own residence, the 
charm of their conversation, and their family simplicity have remained en- 
graved in Our memory. And how can one speak of the enchanting location 
of the Principality that We had the opportunity to gaze upon then for the 
first time and of which We preserve such a vivid remembrance! 


We likewise recall the impressive religious ceremony at the Cathedral of 
Saint Devote, where We were edified by the piety and the open profession 
of Catholic faith, which so happily characterize the good Monacan people. 


This attachment to the Church We know is rooted also in your hearts, and 
for this We are pleased to congratulate you both paternally. If indeed the 
radiance of a Christian home is always and above all beneficent, it can be 
this so much the more when the example comes from higher, and We do not 
doubt that you have full knowledge of the honor and the duties which that 
involves for you, who are carrying high responsibilities in the service of your 
people. 


The Principality of Monaco, though small in extent, carries on nevertheless, 
in the cultural and artistic realm particularly, an activity that goes far beyond 
its boundaries. We have learned also how vigorous are the works of public 
interest there now, and what new developments Christian life has made there 
under the inspiration of a zealous bishop: for Us another cause for joy and 
satisfaction. 


In concluding, We heartily call down upon Your Most Serene Highnesses 
and upon the children who have come to rejoice your young home, an abun- 
dance of divine favors, and We grant you, as a sign of Our fatherly benevo- 
lence, the Apostolic Benediction that you have asked from Us. 


—John XXIll. To the Prince and 
Princess of Monaco, June 18, 1959. 











The Study of Cicero 


An Address of Pope John XXill to the First International 
Congress of Ciceronian Studies 


Vos, qui Romae 


OU COME to Us and you are 
welcome. You are holding at 
Rome an international Cice- 

ronian congress and are ready to 
perform the duties that.go with a 
devotion which is a joy to Us and 
an honor to you, who are so distin- 
guished for your learning and cul- 
ture. 

The pressure of business and the 
unusually large crowds of pilgrims 
during these paschal days prevent 
Us from being with you and speak- 
ing to you for very long. So We 
shall make but a few remarks. 

We heartily congratulate you on 
the excellent studies in which you 
are zealously and diligently en- 
gaged; for you are searching more 
deeply into the works of the great- 
est author of Latin eloquence, 
ready to pass on to as many others 
as possible the light you draw 
therefrom. To knowledge and re- 
search of this sort can deservedly 
be referred the praises which 
flowed from the mouth of Cicero 
himself in the speech for Archias 
(Cap. VII) : “These studies are the 
food of youth, the charm of age, 
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an ornament in prosperity, in ad- 
versity a refuge and solace; a de- 
light at home, no hindrance in pub- 
lic life; they are our companions at 
night, in foreign travel, and in the 
country.” 


Classics vs. technology 


Alas, there are too many who 
are abnormally captivated by the 
progress of technical studies and 
take it upon themselves to disdain 
and limit the study of the Latin 
tongue and similar disciplines. 
They wish to be “citizens of the 
new age,” immersed as much as 
possible in computations, in calcu- 
lations, in the making of machines. 

With necessity itself urging, We 
think a contrary course should be 
pursued. For truly there is deeply 
rooted in our mind something more 
worthy of the nature and dignity 
of man; and that which nourishes 
and adorns the mind should be 
more urgently sought after, lest 
wretched mortals exist like manu- 
factured machines, cold, hard, and 
devoid of love. 
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Christianity and Cicero 


In the wise Providence of God, 
the wisdom of the ancient Greeks 
and Latins was often the instruc- 
tor of men, the dawn of the Gos- 
pel of Christ, which is the sun, “the 
Orient from on high” (Luke 1, 78). 
Among those ancients, Cicero holds 
a place of special rank: he himself, 
among other things, recognized 
God as the Creator and Ruler of all 
things. He set the nature of law 
in a clear light, and in brilliant 
language praised the foundation 
of justice: faith, constancy, truth, 
integrity. What more need be said? 
In explaining the duties of indi- 
viduals, his teaching—it is pleas- 
ant to recall—truly foreshadows 
with prophetic inspiration the 
Christian law: “We wish brave 
and courageous men to be also good 
and sincere men, friends of truth, 
and not at all deceivers . . . There- 
fore, it is not those who do an in- 
jury who are to be considered 
brave and courageous, but those 
who protect others from wrong- 
doing” (Off. 1, 19). 


Praise from St. Augustine 
St. Augustine, in the third book 


of the Confessions, shows the won- 
derful effect which the work of 
Cicero entitled Hortensius gave to 
the disposition of his thoughts and 
to his character: “That book truly 
changed the direction of my mind 
and turned my prayers to You, 
O Lerd, and gave me a new pur- 
pose and ambition. Suddenly, all 
the vanity I had hoped in became 
as worthless; and, with an incred- 
ible yearning of my heart, I longed 
after immortal wisdom” (Cap. III, 
7). 

We desire with paternal prayers, 
beloved friends, that what St. 
Augustine then felt, you may ex- 
perience in reading, meditating, 
and loving the documents of an- 
cient wisdom ; and, because you are 
of noble mind, may you always pre- 
fer, to fleeting and harmful things, 
the everlasting stable good, for the 
sake of which we were created and 
without which we cannot live right- 
ly and happily. 

As a pledge of all this, We beg 
from God all fortunate, joyful and 
saving things for you, for your 
undertakings, and for all who are 
close to you. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, April 9, 1959. Latin text. Translation prepared 
for The Pope Speaks by Sister M. Gratia, S.S.N.D. 

Delegates from fifteen European countries and from the United States had come 
to Rome for the First International Congress of Ciceronian Studies. They were received 
in audience by the Holy Father, at which time he delivered this address. 
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Help for Needy Children 


A Message of Pope John XXIII to the School 
Children of the United States 


This is the new 


HIS IS the new Holy Father, 
coming in spirit to speak tc 
you, dear children of the Cath- 
olic schools of America. And We 
want to tell you, first of all, that it 
is a great pleasure for Us to send 
you this, Our first message of greet- 
_ing. Although We never visited 
your great and beautiful country, 
We have always loved and admired 
its people; and We wish to assure 
you, dear children, that you hold a 
very special place in Our affections. 
We come to you at the beginning 
“of the Lenten season, as did Our 
predecessor, the late Holy Father 
Pope Pius XII of happy memory, 
Whose voice was familiar to all 
of you; the, message We bring to 
you is a message of love; God’s love 
for all mankind and especially for 
you, and your duty to love God in 
return, and your neighbor for His 
sake. 


God’s love 


Almighty God never ceases to 
show His love for all His crea- 
tures; to you in particular He has 
manifested in many ways His good- 
ness and His love. He has given 
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you comfortable homes, where you 
enjoy the affectionate care of fond 
parents, ready to make every sacri- 
fice to satisfy your needs; He has 
given you good schools, wherein 
you are taught to know, love and 
serve Him, and wherein you are 
prepared so that you can take your 
place in afterlife as worthy citi- 
zens; He has given you freedom to 
worship Him and to practice your 
religion without hindrance. All 
these gifts are proof of God’s spe- 
cial love for you. : 

In return for His goodness, Al- 
mighty God expects you to love 
Him and to be obedient to His com- 
mandments. Always be faithful, 
therefore, to the practice of your 
religion—the daily recitation of 
your morning and night prayers, 
attendance at Mass, not only on 
Sundays and holidays but as often 
as possible, the frequent reception 
of Our Divine Lord in Holy Com- 
munion. Pray especially to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of 
Jesus and our Mother also, and ask 
her to keep you pure and innocent 
and free from sin. 
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Love for other children 


We know that you are good, duti- 
ful children, and that, in addition 
to loving God yourselves, you are 
anxious to show Him how grateful 
you are for His love and for all the 
great gifts He has given you. We 
suggest to you, therefore, a way of 
proving your gratitude: it is by 
showing your love for other chil- 
dren. 

You know that there are other 
children, n:illions of other children 
in the world who are far less for- 
tunate than you: orphaned children 
and children from broken homes, 
who have never known parental 
care or affection; refugee children, 
compelled to flee from their homes, 
who now live in miserable condi- 
tions; children whose parents 
would gladly work in order to sup- 
port them, but they are unemployed 
and they have to watch their little 
ones languish and grow weak 
through lack of proper nourish- 
ment; sick and delicate children, 
whose parents are unable to buy 
them the medicines they need so 
badly; children living in over- 
crowded conditions, in hovels and 
make-shift dwellings, unfit for hu- 
man habitation; children trembling 
from the cold, because they have 
not enough clothing to protect their 
undernourished bodies from the 
harsh winter weather ; children liv- 
ing in countries where the enemies 
of God do not allow them to attend 
Catholic schools nor to practice 
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their religion freely. These are but 
some examples of the suffering chil- 
dren of your own age, who look 
with pitiful eyes towards you, ex- 
pecting to be helped. 


Prayers and material gifts 


How can you help them? You can 
help them first of all by praying 
for them. As you recite your morn- 
ing and night prayers, add an extra 
Hail Mary for them; as you receive 
Jesus in Holy Communion, whisper 
a prayer to Him on behalf of those 
children of your own age whose 
faith and spiritual welfare are en- 
dangered by the conditions in which 
they live. 

Secondly, you can help them with 
material gifts. The toys and cloth- 
ing you discard will be gladly re- 
ceived by them and bring joy and 
warmth into their young lives. 
During Lent, you—like all good 
Catholic children—will be making 
sacrifices: the money which you 
save by those sacrifices, or which 
you otherwise collect can be used 
to buy food and clothing and medi- 
cines for children who are hungry 
and cold and sick. Your priests and 
sisters and teachers will tell you 
how you can direct your contribu- 
tions in money or in kind to those 
who are most in need. 

You may rest assured that you 
will be amply rewarded for any 
help you give to other children who 
are suffering and in want. Our Di- 
vine Lord made no secret of His 
love for little children ; He even told 


Reported in Osservatore, Romano, February 22, 1959. English text. 
This message was sent by the Holy Father at the start of Lent, 1959, to the school 
children of the United States. It was read over American radio networks by the Most 
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us in the Gospel that He will con- 
sider as done for Himself anything 
you do for them: “As long as you 
did it for one of these, the least of 
My brethren, you did it for Me” 
(Matt. XXV, 40). He will certain- 
ly repay any assistance given to 
them in His name. In fact, who 
can say that the blessings he has 
bestowed upon your great country 
were not merited in large measure 
by the generous help you have re- 
peatedly given to those of your own 
age less privileged than you? 


Generosity 


For, indeed, you have been gen- 
erous, and your charity is known 
the world over. Millions of children 
everywhere have felt the benefit of 
the prayers and of the sacrifices 
which you make each Lent on their 
behalf. Your generosity was a con- 
stant source of consolation to the 
late Holy Father, because it helped 
Him to extend the helping hand of 
Christ’s Vicar to numberless fami- 
lies in their hour of distress. 

We feel it Our duty, as the Good 
Shepherd of the flock of Christ, to 
continue the relief work which Our 
beloved predecessor was sponsor- 
ing during His reign. And even 
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during these early months of Our 
Pontificate, it has grieved Our 
heart to learn of the great need for 
charity which still exists. Every 
day appeals from various parts of 
the world reach the Common Fa- 
ther here in Rome; they come from 
children who are hungry and cold, 
and who hold out their shivering 
hands, not asking for luxuries but 
for the bare necessities of life, for 
bread to satisfy the pangs of hun- 
ger and for clothing to warm their 
undernourished bodies. 

We feel sure that you, dear chil- 
dren, will not fail to come to their 
assistance once again, and that you 
will choose this means of proving 
to Our Divine Lord how grateful 
you are for all the gifts He has 
given you. 

And you may be sure that the 
fervent prayers of those suffering 
children who benefit by your gen- 
erosity will call down upon you and 
your country an even more abun- 
dant share of heavenly favour. 
That is also Our earnest prayer for 
you, as, with a heart full of father- 
ly affection, We impart to you, to 
your parents and families and to 
your teachers and priests, Our spe- 
cial apostolic blessing. 





Greetings to Workers 


Excerpts from an address by Pope John XXIll to Various 
Groups of Workers and Others of the Faithful 


Tra quanti 


F THE nearly fifty groups 
here today to receive Our 
blessing, We would like to 

single out a few for mention, with- 
out detracting in any way from the 
affectionate tenderness We feel for 
all of you, to whom We extend Our 
warmest greeting. The groups 
singled out have been mentioned to 
Us with such enthusiastic approval 
that We feel everyone else will be 
encouraged and edified by them. 


To public utilities workers 


From the Municipal Water and 
Power Utilities of Rome We have 
here a group of five thousand exec- 
utives and employees, together 
with their families. 

In addition to taking part in the 
festivities celebrating the fiftieth 
anniversary of your company, dear 
children, you wanted to pay hom- 
age to the Vicar of Christ in order 
to secure divine blessings on your 
daily work. We thank you for this 
and assure you that We follow you 
in Our prayers with fatherly be- 
nevolence. 

We are aware of the fact that 
your work is among the most valu- 
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able contributions to the life of a 
big city. We, ourselves, like all 
the other people of Rome, share in 
the enormous benefits of your prov- 
idential activity, and We are de- 
lighted to take this opportunity to 
express to you Our heartfelt satis- 
faction. 

Light and water! These two 
words signify something indispens- 
able to life. We are reminded of 
the worshipful expressions of St. 
Francis of Assisi, who called all 
created things his brothers and 
sisters: brother sun, sister water, 
“humile, pretiosa et casta.” 1 

You are bringing light into 
churches and homes, into hospitals 
and schools, wherever human be- 
ings are gathered in prayer, at 
work, and in suffering. You trans- 
mit powerful and mysterious elec- 
tricity to homes, factories, labora- 
tories, to run machines, from the 
most simple to the most complex, 
machines conceived by human 
minds to serve their fellow men; 
this force is transformed into 
power and heat, into sound and 
images, in its various, beneficial, 
applications. Furthermore, you 
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are channeling into enormous un- 
derground pipelines.the gift of 
water, spreading it everywhere 
and bringing it into homes and 
streets, and to our majestic and 
bubbling fountains; and, in its 
wake come relief, coolness, and 
joy. 

We therefore exhort you always 
to consider your work as a service 
to be performed in a spirit of sin- 
cere and ardent charity; in the 
words of St. John the Apostle: 
“My dear children, let us not love 
in word, neither with the tongue, 
but in deed and in truth” (I John, 
8, 18). Be always prepared to de- 
vote yourselves to the good of oth- 
ers, who expect from you help 
which sometimes cannot bear de- 
lay ; be generous, calm, patient, re- 
membering that none of your ac- 
tions is in vain if performed for 
the love of God and of your neigh- 
bor. 

Beloved children, you must walk 
along the way you have chosen, de- 
riving encouragement from the 
+ progress you have already accom- 
plished. Just as God always sus- 
tained and protected you in the 
past, He will continue to protect 
you always; look up to Him, foun- 
tainhead of everlasting light and 
spring of life-giving water, to se- 
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cure His continued help in doing 
what is right and earn your eternal 
reward in a future life. Walk in 
God’s light, with a pure conscience 
and ever loyal to your Church. 


To real estate agents 


The second group We wish to 
welcome with special affection con- 
sists of the Agents of Real Estate 
and Property Management. 

After Paris, Brussels, Amster- 
dam, Geneva, Vienna, Wiesbaden, 
and Madrid, you, my dear sons, 
have chosen Rome as the location 
of your Tenth World Congress, and 
have arranged to gather this morn- 
ing in the Vatican Basilica to at- 
tend Mass and to meet with Us. 

We extend to you Our welcome! 
You represent thirty countries and 
are conducting an extensive pro- 
gram of study and discussion, in 
an atmosphere of fraternal cordi- 
ality which reflects credit upon 
your congress as a whole and upon 
each one of you individually. 

Gathered here with you, as 
though to emphasize the impor- 
tance of your daily activities and 
of the work of this congress, are 
experts, technicians, and profes- 
sional men who work in the field 
of real estate, and officials of labor 
unions, who represent and protect 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, June 1-2, 1959. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Louciana G. M. Rose. 

This address was delivered in the Vatican Basilica to an audience of nearly fifty 
groups, representing a wide variety of occupations and activities. The Holy Father 
singled out nine of these groups and directed his words to each of them in turn. We 
have omitted a few paragraphs of principally local interest addressed to a group 
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the interests of the various cate- 
gories of workers in the complex 
field of civil engineering and hous- 
ing construction. 

You have presented for your 
large organization a summary of 
its program which commands the 
respect and good wishes of every- 
one concerned with housing devel- 
opments and with the enormous 
problems involved in the effort to 
raise people’s dwellings to the dig- 
nity of domestic sanctuaries, to 
make them pleasant and inviting 
to those who live in them, and to 
make them better equipped to per- 
form their task, that is, to be the 
peaceful and well-ordered home 
presupposed by the larger commu- 
nity of village and town. 

God be with you, and may He 
make your noble wishes come true, 
while you derive an incentive to 
renewed strength of purpose and 
enthusiasm in the spacious beauty 
of Rome, her monuments, and her 
history. .. .? 


To department store employees 


The 1,500 pilgrims from the Ri- 
nascente and Upim department 
stores of Milan, Rome, and Naples 
testify to the modern atmosphere, 
the spaciousness, and the liveli- 
ness of an enterprise which serves 
the public in satisfying its imme- 
diate and detailed needs. 

Beloved sons and daughters, you 
are constantly in contact with the 
public. You learn to know people’s 
virtues and faults, their weak- 


1“Humble, precious, and chaste.’’—Ed. 
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nesses and their moments of gener- 
osity. Courtesy is an indispensable 
qualification for your work. See to 
it that your courtesy blossoms into 
true graciousness and charity. You 
will be successful in your dealings 
with people and earn merit before 
God. 

Your days are often hectic: you 
must talk a great deal, listen a 
great deal, and show an unfailing 
patience. When evening comes and 
you are on your way home, stop 
for a short while and pray, so that 
in the silence and quiet of your 
hearts, God may speak to your 
souls and fill them with His heav- 
enly light. 


To employees of Alfa-Romeo 


If We had sufficient time, We 
would like to list all of your groups 
and call each one of you by name, 
beloved sons and daughters, wheth- 
er you speak Italian, French, Eng- 
lish, German, or Spanish, but, in 
closing this audience, We must 
content Ourselves with a few swift 
touches. 

To you who are members of the 
local A.C.L.I. union of the Alfa- 
Romeo factories in Milan, We ex- 
press Our satisfaction and Our 
wish that you may always bring to 
your work and your union meet- 
ings the clarity, the power, and the 
joy of the Christian social message 
and the feelings of brotherhood, 
solidarity, and cooperation which 
derive from it. 


* At this point the Holy Father addressed a few words of principally local interest 


to a group from the region of 


Maremma.—Ed. 
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To members of the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 


To the five hundred others from 
Milan who belong to the Edison 
Company branch of the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul, goes Our spe- 
cial greeting. You are aware of 
the power and influence which 
were acquired one hundred and 
thirty years ago in France by a 
group of young men, who were 
endowed with intelligence and en- 
thusiasm but, above all, with ar- 
dent faith and love for God and 
their fellow men. And so you too 
must place your trust in the virtue 
of charity, which paves the way 
for justice and helps spread it to 
the farthest boundaries of the 
earth. 


To workers from Como 
and Chieti 


Beloved sons from the Italian 
Persil Company of Lomazzo, near 
Como, and beloved daughters from 
the tobacco factory of Chieti-Scalo, 
you come from two places on the 
Italian Peninsula very distant 
from each other, and your occupa- 
tions are different; yet you have 
the same generosity of heart and 
the same domestic and social im- 
pulses. Your Pope knows it: he 
rejoices over it with you, and en- 
courages you to keep up the good 
work and show your good will to 


everybody. 
To shipyard workers 


We are happy to welcome here 
the four hundred workers from the 
shipyards of the “Autostrada del 


* “Highway of the Sun.”—Ed. 
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Sole.”* This name, solemn, pro- 
pitious, and world-famous, will al- 
ways be bound up with the modest 
personal history of each one of you. 
God wishes your courageous and 
noble toil to be a sign of the happy 
conjunction of the most distant 
points of the Italian Peninsula and 
to remain a symbol of intense ac- 
tivity, of peaceable accord, of civ- 
ilization, and of true peace. 


To workers from the Junghans 
factory in Venice 

While We are waiting to watch 
the people of Siena resume their 
colorful pageant—We will address 
to them appropriate words from 
Our palace after the Angelus—al- 
low Us to reserve the closing words 
of this audience for the beloved 
workers of the Junghans factory 
of Venice. 

Beloved children! We have a 
vivid recollection of Our first en- 
counter with you on December 23, 
1953, on the occasion of a Mass 
which was held in one of the halls 
of your factory. Still before Our 
eyes is the beloved image of the 
Island of Giudecca, with its beau- 
tiful churches of the Redeemer and 
of Saint Euphemia, with its reli- 
gious and charitable institutions, 
its shipyards, and its factories. 

Bring back to Venice Our most 
tender greeting, and tell everyone 
that, following the example of Our 
great and saintly predecessor, Pius 
X, We will never forget the conso- 
lations afforded to Us by the people 
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religious practices and for their 
courteous and amiable ways. 


are blended personal affection, 
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The Basis of World Peace 

We are very happy to grant the wish expressed to Us and welcome mem- 
bers of the congress of the World Federation of Veterans, representing be- 
fore Us twenty million veterans of the two world wars, who belong to thirty- 
six nations distributed over five continents: an immense family of men who 
in the past faced one another on the battlefields and who today represent 
a peaceful army, anxious only to spare the new generations the horrors of a 
conflict which—it is easy to foresee—would be even more horrible than the 
preceding ones. 

We hold these men very close to Our heart. As you know, We Our- 
selves were an infantry sergeant in the first World War. We shall never 
forget—for they were written deeply in our soul—the sufferings of the 
wounded and of the dying, at whose side We performed Our priestly ministry. 
You can well imagine how much at that time We implored the cessation of 
hostilities and the return of peace! 

No decision of an earthly power can make peace reign in the world, if 
peace is not first instilled in the hearts of men, “for out of the heart come 
evil thoughts" (Matt. 15, 19). 

The Church works specifically for the regeneration of the inner man, so as 
to establish in souls the roots of real peace and thus have it shine on families, 
social classes and nations. Devoid of material weapons, the Church is instead 
the trustee of the highest spiritual power, to which you want to pay homage 
by your visit today. 

We wish to tell you how happy We are to see you gathered together here 
and happy to notice among you a face well known to Us, that of your honor- 
ary president, Mr. Vincent Auriol. 

We cannot forget the great courtesy always shown to Us by «ne former 
President of the French Republic, who, at the conclusion of Our mission as 
Apostolic Nuncio to Paris, took pleasure in placing upon Us the cardinal's 
biretta. 

To him, as to all of you and to all those whom you represent, We extend 
Our most cordial good wishes and encouragement, asking God to bless you 
and your efforts and to shower His choicest blessings upon the work of your 
congress. 

—John XXIII. To the World 
Federation of Veterans. April !!, 1959. 


pleasing memories, and hopes, We 
bless all of you with all Our heart: 
and We ask every one of you to 
With these sentiments, in which bring back to his beloved ones Our 
Blessing and Our encouragement. 
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Tranquilizers and Christian Morals 


An Address of Pope Pius XII to the International 
College of Neuro-Psychopharmacology 


Vous n’avez pas 


ENTLEMEN, you have de- 
cided that the “International 
College of Neuro-Psycho- 

pharmacology,” founded last year 
in Zurich, should hold its first gen- 
eral assembly in Rome, where 
learned specialists in all fields are 
drawn by the incomparable pres- 
tige of the Eternal City to hold 
their congresses. 

This first international neuro- 

psychopharmacological meeting is 
-intended—according to the aims 
which your “College” has proposed 
—to promote research and ex- 
change of information, as well as 
cooperation among the psycho- 
pharmacological, clinical, and ex- 
perimental sciences. It also gives 
particular attention, We note with 
pleasure, to medico-social problems 
which arise from the use of psy- 
chotropic medication in psychiatric 
therapy. 

You are welcome here in Rome. 
During these days, as you discuss 
and exchange information on ex- 
periments you have undertaken and 
the results you have obtained, may 
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September 9, 1958 


you have the joy of seeing the work 
dear to your hearts develop and 
may you find great encouragement 
in the pursuit of your studies. 


i 


RECENT PROGRESS IN 
PSYCHOPHARMACOLOGY 


For some time mankind has been 
interested in products that can act 
on the nervous system and exercise 
an influence on its psychic func- 
tions. 

Alcohol and opiates, for example, 
are universally well known for the 
short-lived euphoria and relaxation 
which they produce, freeing the 
individual from the distressing or 
too burdensome realities of daily 
life. The fairly recent discovery of 
barbiturates has added a new weap- 
on to the medical arsenal of prod- 
ucts capable of exercising a de- 
pressing action on the central ner- 
vous system; and surgery, in par- 
ticular, has made wide use of them. 


New agents discovered 
But for the past few years, we 
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have seen introduced into laborato- 
ries and psychiatric clinics agents 
of an entirely new type, which 
have rapidly acquired great noto- 
riety and aroused considerable in- 
terest, judging by the number of 
publications, symposiums, and con- 
gresses that have been dedicated 
to their consideration in Europe 
and in America. 

They can be characterized by 
their ability to influence the be- 
havior of the individual by tran- 
quilizing him without producing a 
soporific effect. Psychopharmacol- 
ogy, which studies these new drugs, 
distinguishes them into “psychom- 
imetics,” used with the experimen- 
tal objective of provoking behavior 
disturbances similar to those of the 
mentally ill, and “tranquilizers,” 
which produce a sedative effect. 

These are of interest not only to 
laboratory researchers, but also to 
physicians, whom they assist in 
the treatment of serious psychoses, 
especially those involving states of 
excitability. 


Chlorpromazine 


The first among them, chlorpro- 
mazine, was used initially in psy- 
chiatric therapy to reinforce the 
action of barbiturates in treat- 
ments requiring sleep, and to per- 
mit dosages to be reduced and the 
attendant dangers lessened. But 
when its psychotropic properties 
were put to the test, it revealed an 


unexpected ability to produce rap- 
idly a profound depression in the 
central nervous system. 

Its application brought notable 
successes (reaching 80 percent) in 
the cure of cases of acute psychoses 
accompanied by psychomotor excit- 
ability and, to a lesser degree, in 
eases of acute confusional psy- 
choses. 

Used alone, it has produced as- 
tonishing results in the treatment 
of those psychoses considered the 
most resistant to treatment: para- 
noidal schizophrenia, schizophrenic 
crises involving confusions and de- 
liria, and chronic hallucinatory de- 
liria. The results are not as clear 
in the depressive endogenous psy- 
choses and are moderate in psycho- 
neuroses, except when the anxiety 
phenomena are particularly 
marked. 

It has also found a wide field of 
action in neurological illnesses, as 
well as in the therapy of pain, to 
reinforce the action of analgesics 
and hypnotics or to reduce the emo- 
tional factors contributing to 
physical pain. It also manifests ef- 
fective antiemetic properties. 
Reserpine 

While chlorpromazine is the fruit 
of laboratory research on chemical 
compounds whose action is anti- 
histamic rather than psychotrop- 


ic, “Rauwolfia serpentina,” from 
which the active principle, reser- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, September 13, 1958. French text. Translation 
by TPS staff, based on one released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 

This was an address delivered at Castelgandolfo to the members of the College 
of Neuro-Psychopharmacology, assembled in Rome for a series of meetings. 
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pine, was extracted in 1952, has 
been known since ancient times in 
the Far East where its root was 
used in the treatment of certain 
psychopathic conditions. 

It was in 1582 that the doctor 
and naturalist, Leonard Rauwolf, 
brought with him some specimens 
of the plant on his return from a 
trip to India. But it was not until 
recently, 1931, that its properties 
became the object of systematic 
study by Indian researchers. 

It was necessary to wait until 
recent years to see reserpine come 
into wide psychiatric use. Widely 
used to combat hypertension, be- 
cause of its relative safety and pro- 
longed action, it renders remark- 
able service in the treatment of the 
mentally ill, and especially in schiz- 
ophrenic reactions where behavior 
disorders have led to hospitaliza- 
tion. 

Its therapeutic action manifests 
itself more forcefully in the face of 
sharp attacks, periods of mental 
confusion, sudden emotional explo- 
sions ; all those cases in which great 
emotional tension, anxiety, and psy- 
chomotor excitability must be re- 
lieved. It has been verified that its 
beneficial effect is immediate in 
most cases and produces profound 
and special sedation. The abnormal 
phenomena soon lose their prom- 
inence in the emotional life of the 
subject, clinical manifestations of 
hallucinatory experiences disap- 
pear, difficulties decrease. 

When psychosis has been present 
for a certain length of time in a 
subject whose personality it has 
permanently deformed, ordinary 
therapeutics do not obtain lasting 
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results but, by prolonging the use 
of this medicine in reduced doses, 
a decided improvement is obtained 
in a majority of cases. 


Meprobamate 


In line with these two principal 
medicines, We point out meprobam- 
ate, originally used as a remedy for 
spasms and muscular tension, and 
now used in psychiatry especially 
to calm anxiety in its ambulatory 
forms. 

The usefulness of these medi- 
cines and of many others of the 
same type that have been discov- 
ered through the ingenuity and in- 
cessant labor of research workers 
has been spectacularly demon- 
strated in clinics and psychiatric 
hospitals devoted to the care of pa- 
tients who present serious problems 
and at times even real danger to 
their community. 


Advantages of these drugs 


Those who suffer from hyperac- 
tivity or affective excitability now 
find their exaggerated ° instability 
reduced to normalcy by the use of 
these drugs. They cease to be a 
menace to themselves and to others, 
especially to the hospital personnel 
who formerly hed to be exhaust- 
ingly watchful. The use of means 
of restraint, of electric shock and 
barbiturates becomes less neces- 
sary. The entire atmosphere of the 
institution is radically changed, af- 
fording an infinitely more favor- 
able condition for the patient, 
thereby permitting him to undergo, 
with benefit, further therapy, and 
permitting the establishment of a 
more facile adjustment with his 
environment. 
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In addition to changing the meth- 
ods of treating psychoses, the new 
sedatives are not devoid of effect 
in the treatment of neuroses, es- 
pecially with subjects who, in or- 
der to escape their anxieties, ex- 
press them in action. 

Even in normal life, there are 
many cases where excessive ten- 
sion, brought on by professional or 
family difficulties, or by fear of im- 
minent dangers, finds in psycho- 
tropic medicines valuable relief 
which permits a situation to be 
faced more firmly and serenely. 
The secondary effects of these sed- 
atives are generally not serious 
and can be combatted with other 
medicines. 


Voices of caution 


However, you point out there is 
danger to the public in uncontrolled 
recourse to these drugs to avoid 
the besetting difficulties, fears, and 
tensions that are inseparable from 
an active life, a life that is dedi- 
cated to everyday human tasks. 

It is difficult to foresee at the 
present moment what the future of 
psychotropic medicines will be. 

The first results recorded seem 
to indicate that a serious step has 
been taken in the treatment of men- 
tal ills, particularly of schizophre- 
nia, in which the prognosis has 
been gloomy. But voices of author- 
ity are heard who urge caution and 
warn against thoughtless enthusi- 
asm. 

There are, in truth, several ques- 
tions, fundamental questions, that 
still await a definite solution, par- 
ticularly those which ask about the 
mode of action of psychotropic 
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drugs on the central nervous sys- 
tem. 

In perusing the many works 
which have touched upon different 
aspects of this problem, one cannot 
but admire the untiring persever- 
ance of the researchers who seek to 
extract the secrets of the action of 
these delicate bio-chemical mechan- 
isms in order to determine the spe- 
cific application of each of these 
drugs, their affinities, and their 
antagonisms. In this infinitely com- 
plex domain, you are determined to 
bring light, little by little, so that 
you may lay a sure pharmacological 
basis for practical application on 
which therapy may build and 
improve. 


Medication and psychiatry 


The question of the relation be- 
tween psychiatry and neuropsycho- 
pharmacology is still more difficult. 

Does psychotherapeutic medica- 
tion really act on the cause of the 
sickness or does it content itself 
with modifying in a more or less 
transitory way certain symptoms, 
leaving the real origin of the sick- 
ness intact? To what extent are 
certain changes of the central ner- 
vous system the basis, or to what 
extent the consequence, of the 
emotional disorders accompanying 
them? 

Certain writers point out that 
the experiments so widely carried 
out in recent years have brought 
to light physical causes which have 
been unknown up until now. 

Psychiatrists emphasize the psy- 
chogenic nature of mental illnesses. 
They rejoice that the use of tran- 
quilizing drugs facilitates conver- 
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sation between the patient and his 
doctor, but they remind us that the 
improvement of social behavior ob- 
tained from them does not by any 
means indicate that the deep-seated 
difficulties have been solved. 

It is the whole personality which 
must be adjusted and to which 
the instinctive balance indispensa- 
ble for the normal exercise of lib- 
erty must be restored. It would be 
indeed dangerous to hide from the 
patient his personal problems by 
obtaining for him complete out- 
ward relief and a superficial adap- 
tation to social reality. 


Il 


REQUIREMENTS OF THE 
MORAL ORDER 


After having briefly described 
the successes recorded by neuro- 
psychopharmacology, We will un- 
dertake in this section an examina- 
tion of the moral principles appli- 
cable to the situations you en- 
counter. 

Whereas you consider man as an 
object of science and you attempt 
to treat him, with all the means at 
your disposal, so as to modify his 
behavior and to cure his physical 
or mental ills; We regard him here 
as a person, a subject responsible 
for his actions, engaged in the pur- 
suit of a destiny that he must ful- 
fill while remaining faithful to his 
conscience and to God. We must, 
therefore, examine the rules which 
determine the responsibility of the 
specialist in neuro-psychopharma- 
cology and those who use his inven- 
tions. 
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The need for medical ethics 

The conscientious doctor instinc- 
tively feels the need to rely on 
medical ethics and not to be content 
with empirical rules. 

In Our allocution of April 10, 
1958, to the 13th Congress of the 
International Association of Ap- 
plied Psychology, We pointed out 
that a code of medical deontology 
(Ethical Standards for Psycholo- 
gists) had been published in Amer- 
ica, based on the answers of 7,500 
members of the American Psycho- 
logical Association (A.A.S. 50 
[1958] 271-272) .1 This code shows 
the conviction of doctors that there 
exists for psychologists—research- 
ers and practitioners —a set of 
standards which give not only ori- 
entation, but imperative direction 
as well. We are sure that you share 
this point of view and that you ad- 
mit the existence of rules arising 
from an objective moral order. 
(Besides, the observation of this 
moral order is in no way a delay 
or an obstacle to the exercise of 
your profession. We shall have the 
opportunity to return to this later.) 
The dignity of man 

It might seem superfluous, after 
what We have said in the first part 
of this address, to speak to you 
again of the dignity of human na- 
ture. We do so because We are con- 
cerned here not only with the sin- 
cere, devoted, and generous inter- 
est you bring to the sick, but with 
something that is deeper still, that 
has to do with the attitude of your 
deep-seated “ego” toward the per- 
son of other men. 


4 English translation in TPS (Summer 1958) v. 5, n. 1, pp. 7 ff., under title ap it 


Psychology.—Ed. 
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What is the basis of man’s ex- 
istential dignity? What attitude 
should be taken toward that dig- 
nity? Should it be respected? 
Should it be ignored? Should it be 
treated with contempt? 

Whoever comes into contact with 
the personalities of others during 
the exercise of his profession will 
of necessity adopt one of these 
three attitudes. 

Now the moral order requires 
one to have esteem, consideration, 
and respect for others. The human 
person is, after all, the noblest of 
all visible creatures. Made in the 
“image and likeness of the Cre- 
ator,” he tends toward Him to 
know Him and to love Him. 
Through the Redemption, he is also 
bound to Christ as a member of His 
Mystical Body. 

All of these qualities are the 
basis for the dignity of man, what- 
ever may be his age or social status, 
his profession or his cultural back- 
ground. Even though he is so sick 
in his psyche that he seems to be 
enslaved by instinct, or even sunk 
below the level of brute animal 
life, he is still a person created by 
God and destined one day to enter 
into His immediate presence. Con- 
sequently, he is infinitely superior 
to the animal that most resembles 
man. 


God-given rights 


This fact will govern your atti- 
tude toward him. First of all, you 
will consider that man has received 
directly from his Creator rights 
that the public authorities them- 


selves have the obligation to re- 
spect. Many times have We had 
the opportunity of recalling this, 
especially in Our allocution of Sep- 
tember 14, 1952, to the first Inter- 
national Congress on the Histo- 
pathology of the Nervous System 
(Discorsi e Radiomessaggi 14, pp. 
320-329) .? 

At that time We enunciated and 
discussed the three motives on 
which one relies to justify the 
methods of research and treatment 
of modern medical science—the in- 
terests of science, of the individual, 
and of the community. We recalled 
that, although in general the pres- 
ent efforts of scientific research in 
this field deserve approval, one 
must still examine in each partic- 
ular case whether or not the acts 
performed violate higher moral 
principles. 

The interests of science, of the 
individual, and of the community 
are not, after all, absolute values 
and do not necessarily guarantee 
respect for all rights. 


Research techniques 
and human rights 

We took up these same points be- 
fore the members of the Congress 
of Applied Psychology on April 10, 
1958. There too the question was 
raised whether certain methods of 
research and treatment were com- 
patible with the rights of the per- 
son who was the object of them. 

We answered that it must be de- 
termined whether the procedure in 
question respects the rights of the 
interested party and whether this 
person can give his consent to it. 


* Translations of this message have been published in pamphlet form by N.C.W.C. 
and the Paulist Press.—Ed. 
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In the case of an affirmative an- 
swer, it must then be asked wheth- 
er the consent has really been given 
and is in conformity with the nat- 
ural law; whether or not error, 
ignorance, or deceit are involved; 
whether the person was competent 
to give consent ; and, finally, wheth- 
er or not consent violates the rights 
of a third person. 

We have clearly stressed that 
this consent does not always guar- 
antee the moral lawfulness of an 
action, in spite of the rule concern- 
ing rights—volenti non fit iniwria 
(cf. A.A.S. 50 [1958] 276-277) .* 

We can do no more than repeat 
the same thing to you, once again 
emphasizing that the medical effi- 
cacy of a procedure does not neces- 
sarily mean that it is permissible 
in the moral order. 


A basic right and its restriction 


To cut short the questions of fact 
in which the theologian has no di- 
rect competence since they depend 
on particular cases and circum- 
stances that you have the right to 
* weigh, you may remember that 
man has the right to use his body 
and his superior faculties, but not 
to dispose of them as lord and mas- 
ter, since he received them from 
God his Creator, on Whom he con- 
tinues. to depend. 

It may be that while exercising 
his right of use, he mutiliates or de- 
stroys part of himself because it is 
necessary for the good of the whole 
organism. In this, he is not en- 
croaching on divine rights because 
he only acts to safeguard a higher 
good—for instance, to save a life. 
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The good of the whole, therefore, 
justifies the sacrifice of the part. 

But there must be added to the 
subordination of the individual or- 
gans to the organism and its end 
the subordinaticn of the organism 
itself to the spiritual end of the 
person. 

Medical, physical, or psychologi- 
cal experiments can, on the one 
hand, cause certain damage to or- 
gans or their functions but, on the 
other hand, still be licit because 
they are in keeping with the good 
of the person and, therefore, do not 
outstrip the limits placed by the 
Creator on the rights of man to dis- 
pose of himself. 


Practical application 


These principles obviously apply 
to the experiments of psychophar- 
macology. 

We have read in the documents 
that were sent to Us a report of 
an experiment concerning artificial 
delirium to which 30 healthy per- 
sons and 24 mentally sick persons 
were submitted. Did these 54 peo- 
ple give their consent to this exper- 
iment and give it in a way that was 
sufficient and valid in terms of the 
natural law? Here, as in other 
cases, the question of fact should 
undergo a serious examination. 

It is conformity with the moral 
order that confers dignity and 
value on human acts, that preserves 
a person’s basic rectitude and keeps 
him in his proper place in the en- 
semble of creation—that is to say, 
in his relations with material 
things, other men, and God. 

Therefore, everyone has the duty 


* English translation in TPS (Summer 1958) v. 5, n. 1, p. 15.—Ed. 
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to recognize and respect the moral 
order in himself and in others, thus 
to safeguard this rectitude in him- 
self and in others. This is the ob- 
ligation which We are considering 
now in the field of psychotropic 
medication, so widespread today. 


Christian doctrine of suffering 


In Our allocution of February 
24, 1957, to the Italian Society of 
Anesthesiology (Discorsi e Radio- 
messaggi 18, p. 793), We have al- 
ready disposed of an objection that 
could be brought forward, based 
on the Catholic doctrine of suffer- 
ing.* 

Some have, indeed, used the ex- 
ample of Christ’s refusal of the 
wine mixed with myrrh which was 
offered to Him, to claim that the 
use of narcotics or sedatives is not 
in conformity with the ideal of 
Christian perfection and heroism. 

We answered then that there is 
no objection in principle to the use 
of remedies meant to calm or sup- 
press pain, but that refusal of their 
use could be, and often is, a sign 
of Christian heroism. We added, 
however, that it would be wrong to 
pretend that pain is an indispensa- 
ble condition for this heroism. 

The same principle can be ap- 
plied to the sedative action of nar- 
cotics. As regards suppression of 
consciousness, you must examine 
motives and consequences, whether 
intended or not. If there is no reli- 
gious or moral obligation in oppo- 
sition and there is a serious reason 
for it, narcotics can be given to the 
dying, if they consent. 

Euthanasia, deliberate provoca- 


‘English translation in TPS (Summer 1957) v. 4, n. 1, pp. 83 ff.—Ed. 


tion of death, is obviously con- 
demned by the moral law, but with 
the consent of the dying person it 
is permissible to use narcotics with 
moderation to alleviate suffering, 
even if the narcotics hasten his 
death. In this case, death is not 
directly desired but is inevitable, 
and proportionate motives sanc- 
tion measures which may hasten 
its advent. 

Without a doubt, respect for the 
laws of conscience or, to put it dif- 
ferently, of faith and morals, can 
hamper the practice of your pro- 
fession or make it impossible. In 
the above mentioned allocution of 
April 10, 1958, We have enumer- 
ated some principles that help in 
solving the questions of fact in cer- 
tain cases that interest psycholo- 
gists and which are similar to those 
which concern you (as, for exam- 
ple, the use of the “lie detector,” of 
psychotropic drugs for the purpose 
of narco-analysis, of hypnosis, 
etc.). 


Kinds of immoral acts 


We therefore distinguish three 
kinds of intrinsically immoral acts: 
those which are immoral because 
the elements which make them up 
are directly opposed to moral or- 
der, those which are immoral be- 
cause the person who acts has no 
right to do so, and those which are 
immoral because the acts provoke 
unjustifiable risks. 

Serious psychologists, whose 
moral consciences are well formed, 
must be able to discern readily 
whether or not the measures they 
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propose to use come under one of 
these categories. 


You also know that careless use 
of psychotropic or somatotropic 
medicines can lead to regrettable 
and morally inadmissible situa- 
tions. In some places many of these 
medicines are available to the pub- 
lic without any medical control and, 
moreover, even such control is in- 
adequate, as experience has shown, 
to prevent excesses. Besides, cer- 
tain countries show a tolerance 
which is difficult to understand to- 
ward certain laboratory experi- 
ments or clinical procedures. 

We do not wish to appeal here 
to the public authorities, but to 
the doctors themselves, and especi- 
ally to those who enjoy a special 
authority in their profession. We 
are convinced, in fact, that a nat- 
ural medical ethics based on correct 
judgment and a feeling of respon- 
sibility exists within doctors them- 
selves and We hope that its influ- 
ence will be more and more felt. 


We have, gentlemen, the most 
sincere esteem for your work, for 
the aims of your labor, and for the 
results already shown. 


Rapid progress 

In examining the articles and the 
works published on the subjects 
which interest you, it is easy to see 
that you render valuable service 
to science and to humanity. You 
have already been able to come to 
the assistance of many sufferers for 
whom, previously, medical science 
admitted it had no help. You are 
now able to bring back mental 
health to sick people who were for- 
merly considered lost and We sin- 
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cerely share the joy that this 
knowledge brings you. 


In the present state of scientific 
research, rapid progress can be ob- 
tained only by means of wide co- 
operation on an international scale, 
cooperation of which the present 
congress gives us a stirring exam- 
ple. It is to be hoped that it will 
extend not only to all specialists in 
psychopharmacology, but also to 
psychologists, psychiatrists, and 
psychotherapists—to all those, in 
short, who have anything to do 
with mental sicknesses. 


Guide, counselor, and support 


If toward the moral values which 
We have singled out you adopt a 
positive attitude based on reflection 
and personal conviction, you will 
practice your profession with the 
seriousness, the firmness, and the 
tranquil assurance that the gravity 
of your responsibilities demands. 
You will then be for your patients, 
as well as for your colleagues, the 
guide, the counselor, and the sup- 
port who can deserve their confi- 
dence and their respect. 

We hope, gentlemen, that the 
first meeting of the International 
College of Neuro-Psychopharma- 
cology will give a greater impetus 
to the magnificent efforts of re- 
searchers, and that doctors will 
help them win victories over this 
terrible scourge of humanity: men- . 
tal illness. 


May the Lord pour His grace on 
your work. We ardently supplicate 
Him to do so and in pledge We be- 
stow on you and your families and 
your co-workers Our Apostolic 
Blessing. 








Margaret of Hungary: 
Challenge to Our Times 


An Address Prepared by Pope Pius XII in 1943 for 


Delivery to a Pilgrimage from Hungary 


Since the following message of Pope Pius XII has had a rather extra- 
ordinary history, we are prefacing our English version with a translation 
of the comments which accompanied the original text in L’Osservatore 
Romano, August 11, 1957. The Rev. Austin Vaughan translated this 
message, as well as this preface, from the Italian. 


“The Supreme Pontiff, Pius XII, in a solemn Document containing 
Decretal Letters, bearing the date of November 19, 1943 and published 
in the Acta Apostolicae Sedis of the following year—1944—proceeded 
to the (equivalent)? Canonization of Blessed Margaret of Hungary, 
daughter of King Bela IV, professed religious of the Dominican Order. 


“At that time, the faithful of Hungary had organized a national pil- 
grimage to be presided over by Justinian Serédi, the Cardinal-Archbishop 
of Strigonia and to be led by the Father Provincial of the Dominicans. 
It was to come to Rome as a manifestation of their devoted gratitude for 
this act of the infallible teaching authority of the Vicar of Jesus Christ. 
Unfortunately the tragic events which took place in those months made 
it impossible to carry out this spontaneous and heart-felt act of devotion. 


“When he was first informed of the intentions of his children, the Holy 
Father had prepared an allocution touching on the lofty figure and the 
unique and heroic virtues of this outstanding Saint. 


“Many requests have now been made, especially by those Hungarians 
who have had to go to other lands to search for the religious liberty 
denied to them in their homeland, that the text of this lofty papal mes- 
sage be made known to the Christian world as a sure source of comfort 
and of consolation for many souls. 


“It now seems opportune to accede to these requests of the Domini- 
cans, Hungarian Catholics, and others of the faithful, by publishing this 
ever-vital message of the Supreme Shepherd. Even at a distance of four- 





440 














MARGARET OF HUNGARY 


441 


teen years (for the talk was composed in the autumn of 1943), the time- 
liness of its theme and the vitality of its teachings remain intact. 


“It is being published shortly before the feast of Mary’s Assumption 
into Heaven—which has always been celebrated in Hungary as the 
greatest of the feasts of Mary, Magna Domina Hungarorum—and not 
long before the liturgical feast of St. Stephen, the first king of Hungary.” 
L’Osservatore Romano, August 11, 1957. 





Come non esulterebbe 


OW CAN Our heart help re- 

joicing with a deep and heart- 

felt joy at seeing you gath- 
ered about Us today, beloved sons 
and daughters of the noble Hun- 
garian nation, for your very pres- 
ence brings back to life in Our 
mind’s eye the dearest and most 
tender memories. Unforgettable 
memories of those great Eucharis- 
tic sessions where We were privi- 
leged to represent Our Predecessor 
of glorious memory—Pius XI—as 
Legate. We can still picture the 
ardent surge of piety and faith 
bursting forth from your souls and 
those of the mighty throngs of your 
people who had come from all cor- 
ners of the kingdom. ‘ 


A prayer answered 


During those unforgettable days 
—days that seem like yesterday de- 
spite the tragic abyss that now sep- 
arates Us from them—We recalled 
and in a way echoed the expressed 
desire of the Hungarian nation, as 
We ventured the hope that “Blessed 
Margaret, the offspring of a royal 
line, the smiling companion and sis- 
ter of holy poverty, the violet of 
humility ever forgetful of herself, 
the privileged Eucharistic soul with 
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purity and depth, the lamp burning 
before the Holy Tabernacle, whose 
gentle flame still glows and spar- 
kles after the long course of seven 
centuries, might soon be counted 
among the saints and rise to the 
splendor of their glory, as a bril- 
liant star in the Hungarian heav- 
ens.” 

No thought of Ours can ever pen- 
etrate the hidden plans of God, Who 
rules over His Church: how could 
We ever have supposed then that 
Divine Providence would one day 
make use of Our ministry to fulfill 
your desire and answer your 
prayer that this new jewel be set 
in the already-rich and brilliant 
crown of the Kingdom of Mary? 


The history of Hungary 


The history of your country is a 
wonderful one: a story interwoven 
with struggles and trials that point 
up her holy mission in the service 
of God, of the Church and of Chris- 
tianity; a story of heroic reforms 
and fresh beginnings in turn; a 
history whose annals are made bril- 
liant by those great beacon-lights, 
the Saints of the Arpad dynasty, 
headed by Stephen, a gigantic fig- 
ure as a@ sovereign, a lawgiver, a 
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peacemaker, a promoter of the 
Faith and of the Church, a real 
homo apostolicus, whose holy right 
arm is preserved by you as a ven- 
erable symbol of the great deeds he 
accomplished and as a certain 
pledge of protection in time of ex- 
treme danger. 


A saintly family 


Around Stephen are: his son, 
St. Emeric, the virginal lily which 
flowered at the feet of the Immacu- 
late Virgin; his niece, St. Eliza- 
beth of Scotland, whose angelic vir- 
tue infused the sweet purity of the 
Gospel into the heart of her hus- 
band and of her new country; St. 
Ladislaus, model of the medieval 
knight, fearless and good, loved as 
much as he was admired by his 
subjects; the two nieces of Bela 
III, Blessed Agnes of Prague 
(whom St. Clare referred to as 
“half of myself”) and Elizabeth of 
Thuringia, the “dear and gentle 
saint”; finally his grandnieces, the 
three sisters, Blessed Cunegonda 
(or Kinga) of Poland, Blessed Jol- 
enta of Kalicz in Poland, and this 
very Margaret whom We behold to- 
day in the fullness of her triumph. 
The following generation was made 
glorious by the other St. Elizabeth, 
Portugal’s rose of grace and angel 
of peace. 

What a great number, and what 
a remarkable variety of holy and 
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generous souls! In this family, 
holiness became so radiant and so 
varied, as it descended through a 
single line, like a series of rays 
from a single rainbow, that it 
would almost seem that God 
wanted to use them as a brilliant 
revelation of the countless levels of 
holiness descending from a single 
sun—the holiness of Christ. 

The holiness of a leader in the 
political and social establishment 
of a Christian country ; the holiness 
of a warrior who knew neither 
weakness nor hatred; the holiness 
of a wife, a mother, a widow;; holi- 
ness in family life and in the life 
of the cloister; holiness reaching 
full bloom in the gardens of its 
native soil, and holiness bearing 
fruit in far-off orchards to bring 
salvation, peace, and prosperity to 
other nations. 

Of all of these heroic figures of 
Saints, that of Margaret, the most 
hidden and most cut-off from the 
world, may seem the most surpris- 
ing; to some, it may even seem a 
bit disturbing. It is easy to look 
upon these other saints, both men 
and women, as models fitted for all 
states and all situations in life: but 
Margaret seems, at first glance, to 
be inimitable for anyone. 


The singularity of the saints 


Margaret’s life and piety display 
a singularity that is rarely seen in 
other Saints. But the great Bishop 


* Equivalent Canonization refers to a case in which the Holy Father omits the usual 
judicial process in ordering a servant of God to be venerated in the Universal Church; 
this occurs when such a saint has been the object of veneration from a remote period, 
his heroic virtues (or martyrdom) are attested by reliable historians, and the honor 
paid to his miraculous intercession has been uninterrupted. This type of Canonization 
is used only in the cases of holy people who were honored in this way for at least 100 
years before 1634 (the year of a decree of Pope Urban VIII regulating this matter). 


—Tr. 
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and Doctor of the Church, St. Al- 
phonsus Liguori, wrote in his 
“Practice of Loving Jesus Christ” 
(in commenting on a text of St. 
Bernard)? that every saint is sin- 
gular. 

Alphonsus was well-acquainted 
with the many roads to sanctity 
along which the Holy Spirit guides 
souls toward their lofty goal by 
means of indescribable inspira- 
tions; some of these roads lead 
beyond the paths of common life, 
even the common life of the cloister, 
beyond the customs and courtesies 
of the world, to a spiritual solitude 
where a language of mortification 
and of poverty is spoken that is 
so humiliating that it seems to be 
foreign to any virtue. In such soli- 
tude, and under the influence of 
grace, singularities may arise 
which surprise and astonish those 
who see them. They are almost 
offended by these peculiarities and 
come to condemn them. But these 
singularities do not occur without 
the influence of the charity of 
. Christ, their inspiration and their 
goal, since true holiness consists in 
that charity of Christ which ani- 
mates the Saints and all that they 
do to win the victory over them- 
selves. 

The mortification and piety and 
devotion of the Saints have a thou- 
sand different arts and forms, that 
are incomprehensible to the world 
and often even to those who are 
travelling along the common path 
of the virtues in their own devout 
and mortified lives. 


A lesson for our meditation 


But might We not say that the 
disdain for human grandeur and 
material comforts that We find in 
Margaret, the daughter of a King, 
is a great lesson for souls less 
elevated than she? And who would 
dare deny that the world needed 
then, and still needs now that 
kind of lesson which makes it blush 
with shame for its unbridled wor- 
ship of the flesh, its longing for 
pleasure, its immodesty in dress, 
and its constant pursuit of the 
esteem and praise of men? 

It is true that even in the mean- 
est circumstances, We still have an 
obligation to take proper care of 
our own lives, our health, the dig- 
nity of our bodies and a certain 
decorum that avoids things that 
seem repugnant, and it is also true, 
that right from her earliest years 
this virgin of royal blood with her 
extraordinary spirit made all this 
take second place to her ardor for 
mortification and humility. As a 
result, Margaret is a lesson God 
offers us for meditation rather than 
an example to be followed and 
imitated. 


Mortification and penance 


There can be no doubt that, had 
the Saint undertaken such excesses 
of mortification and of penance on 
her own authority, she would have 
gone beyond the usual limits of 
prudence and of temperance. Her 
Superiors could not and would not 
have dared advise or approve such 
a method of sacrificing oneself: for 
God in works of piety and of devo- 


*Cf. St. Alfonso de Liguori, Opere ascetiche, v. 1, p. 87 and Appendix, n. 51, pp. 


458-455. 
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tion:strictly on their own, but do 
not ordinary prudence and wis- 
dom have to bow before the driv- 
ing force of divine charity when 
it has decided to strike a blow at 
the delicacy of the world? 

We can use the words of the au- 
thor of the Life of St. Charles Bor- 
romeo—‘“In this lax century, the 
Holy Church of God with all its 
wonderful variety of virtues, may 
have needed this kind of example of 
sobriety and of mortification of the 
body, and surely many of us needed 
just such a stimulus against all the 
softness that robs us of the power 
to contemplate heavenly things.” ® 


Daily tasks and devotion 


But Margaret’s humility and 
charity in carrying out her daily 
tasks and devotions seem to have 
left a deeper impression on the 
minds of those who knew her than 
her extraordinary penances and 
mortification. 

From her earliest years onward, 
her greatest desire was to live up 
to the practices and customs of the 
religious of the monastery perfect- 
ly, to the extent that she was 
allowed. She shunned all relaxa- 
tions of the rule and was eager for 
humiliations, and she was so gra- 
cious in her pleas to the Superioress 
and the other religious that most of 
her wishes in this regard were 
granted. 

Who can escape the fact that her 
constancy up to the time of her 
death and her fidelity to the rule 
show the seriousness and holiness 
of her childhood intentions? She 
was always first in carrying out 
the commands and tasks assigned 


*Cf. Ben. XIV, De Serv. Dei Beatific. et Beat. Canoniz., 1. III, c. XXIX, n. 9. 
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to her by the Prioress and careful 
to avoid being specially excused. 
When the week of her turn came, 
she was the most eager and careful 
in manual labor (even when it was 
rough and mean in nature), in 
working in the kitchen, in cleaning 
up the house, in washing the pots 
and pans—and she was often seen 
doing this with hands that were 
torn and bloody from the bitter cold 
of winter. 


Humility 


Her aim in this work was not 
merely to satisfy her ardent desire 
for mortification, but to make ev- 
eryone forget her illustrious birth, 
there in the very monastery her 
father had founded. She used to 
suffer, even to the point of tears, 
whenever others seemed to be tak- 
ing any notice of the fact that she 
was the daughter of a king. 

When she thought of the Son of 
God, who was born poor, lived 
poor, and wanted to be called the 
Son of Man, Margaret wished that 
she had come from a poor, ordi- 
nary family and that she had been 
treated as such as a matter of 
course by her many noble sisters in 
religion. 

She had learned this kind of hu- 
mility from Jesus Christ, humble 
of heart, and He also taught her a 
meekness which, in becoming low- 
ly, was never divested of the kind- 
ness, the benignity and the charity 
that she poured forth around her. 


Love of the poor 


As a result, with all her love for 
complete detachment and poverty, 
whenever she received a gift from 




















some acquaintances, she would 
quickly bring it to the Prioress or 
the Provincial for the use of the 
community or the relief of the poor 
who were ashamed to beg; while 
rich materials and jewels would 
go to adorn needy Churches. She 
seemed to have inherited this lively 
love for the poor from her holy 
aunt Elizabeth. The sight of them 
always stirred up a tender com- 
passion within her and made her 
run to the Prioress to beg some gar- 
ment or whatever else might fur- 
nish a little help to relieve them. 
She would ask her sisters in reli- 
gion who had nothing at all for 
the charity of their prayers. 


Charity to her sisters 


Generous as she was to the poor 
outside of the monastery, her char- 
ity reached its loftiest heights with- 
in the cloister walls, for the prop- 
er order of charity itself and solid 
virtue without illusions demand a 
pouring forth of one’s charitable 
interest within the community first 
_ of all. 

Oh how deep was her feeling 
toward the other sisters! If some 
difference or argument should arise 
between two of the religious, you 
would see her as an anxious peace- 
maker. If anyone wore a less cheer- 
ful look than usual, she would hur- 
ry to ask pardon, in the fear that 
she might have unwittingly of- 
fended her. The misfortunes of 
others affected her to the point of 
tears, as if they had been her own. 


The care of the sick 


The care and help she offered the 
sick were more than maternal and 
knew no limits: the types of sick- 
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ness that most easily provoke a nat- 
ural disgust increased her anxious 
care and vigilant attention, rather 
than diminished them. At the same 
time, she understood the repug- 
nance experienced by the other sis- 
ters in this regard, and gracefully 
and delicately found ways to spare 
them by taking on the whole task 
herself, and all the care required. 
In this regard, God gave her a 
strength that might well be judged 
miraculous, and which at the very 
least seems to be far beyond what 
might be expected of her sex, espe- 
cially when you take into considera- 
tion the state of physical exhaus- 
tion that should have been brought 
on by her continual penances. 

The unbearable odor never kept 
her from carrying the sick to their 
baths, from bringing them back 
and making them comfortable in 
their beds, from doing everything 
for them that might be expected not 
only of a conscientious nurse, but 
also of the humblest servant. 

Night or day, whenever she 
heard someone groaning or crying 
out, she would hurry to her side 
and in a gentle manner find out 
what she wanted, and then go right 
down to the kitchen in her bare 
feet to prepare and bring back 
whatever might bring a little relief 
or pleasure to the one who needed 
it. 

Love of Jesus 


And if her charity was so gen- 
erous toward her neighbor and em- 
braced the other sisters, it rose as 
a flame of intense and fervent love 
toward heaven and toward Jesus, 
the center of all her aspirations. 

Whenever her father proposed 
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that she should become the bride of 
some nobleman, she was always 
quick to refuse, for she had re- 
solved to belong completely and ir- 
revocably to God. 

Think of those vigils and prayers 
which, as a result of her moving 
pleas in the name of Jesus, she was 
allowed to prolong before the Sa- 
cred Tabernacle and in her own 
room, those tears and that long fast 
of three days in memory of and 
meditation on the Passion of the 
Redeemer, that intense desire she 
so often expressed to share in the 
sufferings of the martyrs so that 
she might give God the strongest 
and most sincere proof of her love 
—and remember that this love was 
the real fountainhead of all the vir- 
tues that we admire in her, virtues 
which were as delicately human as 
they were exaltedly supernatural. 


A harmony of grace 


Here too was the hidden source 
of her extraordinary penances. At 
first glance, they surprise us, puzzle 
us and perhaps disturb us a little, 
but they flow from the touchstone 
of divine inspiration, whose coun- 
sel is ineffable. We see here a har- 
mony of grace, whose mystery car- 
ries us beyond anything human 
planning could ever envision. Deep 
within it lie the wonderful effects 
of holiness as it lifts up man’s spirit 
through a series of steps that rise 
steadily toward heaven and toward 
God. 

We remain stupefied when face 
to face with the great penances of 
Margaret; but We must confess 
that in the eyes of God, Who has 
created all things and keeps them 
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all in existence—from earthworms 
all the way up to the sun and the 
concert of the stars in the heavens 
—nothing is vile when it becomes a 
means of sanctification for the soul 
and of elevation to that world of 
the spirit which surpasses all na- 
ture and which, as we progress 
along the road toward a life of 
eternal happiness, joins us to God. 


Premonitions of death 


The Lord did not wait long in 
calling this most religious daughter 
of the King of Hungary to her im- 
mortal reward. He snatched her 
from the midst of the tempests that 
had disturbed that kingdom and 
had added a new affliction to her 
bodily pains as she saw discord and 
then war break out between her 
father and his eldest son over the 
designation of a successor to the 
throne, for the effects of the con- 
flict echoed in the monastery where 
she lived and interrupted its inner 
peace. 

As a matter of fact, her strength 
and vigor were growing weaker. 
She could feel that she was ap- 
proaching the twilight of her life 
at the age of 28. In 1269, while 
standing with two other Sisters in 
the infirmary alongside of the body 
of Sister Beata, Margaret had said: 
“T will be the next to die after her.” 
As Margaret stood in the presence 
of the dead nun, the voice of God 
was calling, and speaking to her 
through her extreme bodily weak- 
ness, a weakness that in no way 
diminished the spiritual fervor 
which had always animated her up 
till then. 
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The death of St. Margaret 


On the feast of the Epiphany in 
the following year, she was stricken 
with a fever that was so strong 
that the expectation of approaching 
death led her to express a desire 
to be buried at the foot of the altar 
of the Holy Cross, for she had al- 
ways been eager to make herself 
like Jesus Crucified, even unto 
death. It was the spot in the 
church where she had passed long 
hours in private prayers. To en- 
courage the fulfillment of her de- 
sire, she added: “Do not fear the 
bad odor; no bad odor will come 
from my body.” 

She languished on her bed, ab- 
sorbed in the love of God, like a 
rose whose petals were withering 
in the warm rays of the divine sun. 
The thought of death did not dis- 
turb her: how could she fear it, 
when she had challenged it so often 
with her long fasts and her extra- 
ordinary vigils as well as with her 
hairshirts and disciplines? Now 
they were useless to her, but, be- 
fore dying, she handed over the key 
* to the box that contained them to 
the Prioress. 

For her, death meant being dis- 
solved in order to be with Christ, 
her Spouse.. Hence, she wanted to 
purify herself even more and con- 
fessed twice to the Provincial Prior 
of the Dominicans, and asked for 
and received Holy Viaticum and 
Extreme Unction with feelings of 
the most intense piety and devotion, 
near as she was to the great voyage 
toward heaven. Thus she lay aside 
every last trace of any human stain 
contracted here below. 

She died on the night of January 
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18th, with that peace and serenity 
which makes the death of Saints 
precious in the sight of the Lord. 

Ascend on high, O royal virgin, 
who hast aspired to the court of 
heaven from childhood. May the 
holy Patriarch Dominic come down 
to meet you along with a host of 
angels and accompany you to the 
throne of the King of glory to re- 
ceive that crown of lilies and of 
roses, which you will wear in the 
chorus of virgins as you sing of 
the triumphs of the Queen of 
Heaven. 


Signs of the resurrection 


In the meantime, here below, God 
brought back all their béauty to 
Margaret’s face-and features. The 
Sisters had not noticed this at first: 
they became aware of it three days 
later, when the Archbishop of Stri- 
gonia while gazing at the splendor 
of the countenance of the dead 
woman told them not to weep for 
her death, but rather be glad, for 
already she seemed to bear the 
signs of the beginning of the resur- 
rection. 

None of those who approached 
the body noticed any unpleasant 
odor. Instead, several perceived a 
sweet fragrance like that of roses, 
and this same fragrance was 
noticed coming from her grave 
when it was covered with a marble 
tombstone some months later. 


The fragrance of sanctity 


That fragrance of roses, which 
were never placed on the body or 
the tomb of Margaret by any de- 
vout hand, was nothing else than 
the fragrance of her sanctity: a 
fragrance of sanctity that reaches 
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us across the span of seven cen- 
turies. 

It comes from the great medieval 
century which gave birth to your 
wonderful Order, beloved sons and 
daughters of the glorious Patriarch 
Dominic, a century made famous 
by your Saints and outstanding 
Doctors and Teachers, and des- 
tined to give you the heroic virgin, 
Catherine of Siena. 

Without taking Margaret away 
from her noble country, she belongs 
to you, as a member of your religi- 
ous institute, whose apostolic aims 
spread through all the countries of 
Europe with an ardent fervor and 
zeal and reached the land which is 
bathed by the Danube and the Tisa. 

She is yours because she belongs 
to your Order and passed all of her 
life from infancy to her blessed 
death in its bosom; she is yours 
through her tender, childlike devo- 
tion to Mary; yours through her 
religious profession toward which 
she showed an unshakeable attach- 
ment, even in most delicate situa- 
tions; and finally, yours in her 
spirit. 
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A constant sermon 


The short life of this virgin was 
a constant sermon preached from 
the retirement of her cloister. And 
to bring to its senses a frivolous 
world, eager for pleasure, proud, 
and opposed to any mortification, 
what sermon could be more elo- 
quent, timely and necessary than 
the example of this crucified and 
prayerful life, a life of humility 
and of poverty, of self-denial and 
charity? 

May she never cease to offer God 
her ardent and powerful prayers 
from her place in immortal glory 
in heaven, so that she may draw 
down the most precious graces on 
her beloved country, on this holy 
Order of hers and yours, on the 
whole world, which now more than 
ever must lift up its gaze beyond 
the things that are passing and the 
things that disturb its peace and 
harmony, to find and obtain from 
God the remedy for its ills. 

With this wish, We impart Our 
paternal Apostolic Blessing to all 
of you with all Our heart. 

















TPS GUIDE 


A Finder's List for Papal Documents 
Appéaring October 1—December 31, 1958 


693. The Gas Industry. (L’Union Inter- 
nationale) September 28, 1958. Address 
of Pope Pius XII to the Seventh Inter- 
national Congress of the Gas Industry. 
(Est. length: 1620 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 1, 1958). 


694. To Newsstand Operators. (Siate 
benvenuti) October 2, 1958. Address of 
Pope Pius XII to newsstand operators. 
(Est. length: 900 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 4, 1958). 


695. Guardian Angels. (A word of heart- 
felt welcome) October 8, 1958. A message 
of greeting by Pope Pius XII to a pil- 
grimage led by Cardinal Spellman (Est. 
length: 720 words) 


English text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 5, 1958). 


696. The Art and Scietice of Plastic Sur- 
gery. (Di vivo gradimento) October 4, 
1958. Address of Popé Pius XII to the 
Italian Society of Plastic Surgeons, (Est. 
length: 4300 words) 


Italian text: AAS (December 13, 1958) 
50: 952-61; Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 6-7, 1958). 


697. The Legal Draftsman. (Pour célé- 
brer) October 5, 1958. Address of Pope 
Pius XII to notaries. (Est. length: 2050 
words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano (Octo- 





449 


ber 16, 1958). English tr.: TPS (Spring 
1959) v. 5, no. 2, p. 169. 


698. Preparation for the Priesthood. 
(Sullesempio) An address prepared by 
Pope Pius XII for delivery to seminari- 
ans. The talk was never delivered. (Est. 
length: 5200 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 17, 1958). 


699. Last Will and Testament of Pope 
Pius XII. (Miserere mei) Dated May 15, 
1956, but not released until after his 
death. (Est. length: 200 words) 


Italian text: AAS (October 24, 1958) 
50:798; Osservatore Romano October 
11, 1958). English tr.: TPS (Spring 
1959) v. 5, no. 2, facing p. 121. 
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700. On the Death of Pius XII. (Era mio 
pensiero) October 17, 1958, Letter sent 
to the Rector of the Seminary in Venice 
by Cardinal Roncalli after his arrival in 
Rome for the election of a new Pope. 
(Est. length: 400 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 30, 1958). 


701. To the Bishop of (Una 
parola sul punto) October 25, 1958. Let 
ter to the Bishop of Bergamo written 

Cardinal Roncalli just before he entered 
the Conclave. (Est. length: 150 words) 
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Tialian text: Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 30, 1958). 


702. This Anxious Hour. (Hac trepida 
hora) October 29, 1958. First radio mes- 
sage to the world by Pope John XXIII. 
(Est. length: 1500 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 30, 1958). English tr.: TPS (Spring 
1959) v. 5, no. 2, p. 185. 


703. Reply to the Italian People. (Con 
vivo compiacimento) October 29, 1958. 
Blessing of the Italian people by Pope 
John XXIII. (Est. length: 200 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 30, 1958). 


704. Cardinal Ronealli’s Acceptance of 
His Election to the Papacy. (Audiens 
verba tua) October 29, 1958. Acceptance 
speech of Pope John XXIII. (Est. length: 
100 words) 


Latin text: AAS (November 22, 1958) 
50:878; Osservatore Romano (October 
80, 1958). English tr.: TPS (Spring 
1959) v. 5, no. 2, p. 142. 


705. Vocabor Ioannes. (Vocabor loannes) 
October 29, 1958. Announcement that the 
new Pope will take the name John XXIII. 
(Est. length: 500 words) 


Latin text: AAS (November 22, 1958) 
50: 878-879; Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 30, 1958). English tr.: TPS (Spring 
1959) v. 5, no. 2, p. 184. 


706. To Cardinal Micara. (Nel Nostro 
animo) October 29, 1958. Letter to Cardi- 





nal Micara. (Est. length: 100 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 30, 1958). 


707. Pope and Pastor. (Venerabiles 
Fratres) November 4, 1958. Coronation 
speech of Pope John XXIII. (Est. length: 
1600 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 5, 1958). English tr.: TPS 
(Spring 1959) v. 5, no. 2, p. 139. 


708. To the College of Cardinals. (Gra- 
tias quam plurimas) November 5, 1958. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to the 
Sacred College of Cardinals. (Est. 
length: 300 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 6, 1958). 


709. An Animating Ideal. (Ce Nous est 
une grande joie) November 5, 1958. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to representa- 
tives sent by foreign states to his corona- 
tion. (Est. length: 600 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 6, 1958). English tr.: TPS 
(Summer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 300. 


710. To Cardinal Mindszenty. (V ehemen- 
ter dolentes) November 8, 1958. Telegram 
from Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
Mindszenty. (Est. length: 25 words) 


Latin text: AAS (November 22, 1958) 
50:904; Osservatore Romano (November 
9, 1958). 


711. To Cardinal Stepinac. (Magno moe- 
rore affecti) November 8, 1958. Telegram 
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from Pope John XXIII to Cardinal Step- 
inac. (Est. length: 25 words) 


Latin text: AAS (November 22, 1958) 
50:904; Osservatore Romano (November 
9, 1958). 


712. To Latin American Bishops. (Vene- 
rabilis Fratribus) November 12, 1958. 
Letter from Pope John XXIII to the 
Latin American Bishops. (Est. length: 
75 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 13, 1958). 


713. The Church in Latin America. (Rin- 
graziamo di vero cuore) November 15, 
1958. Message of Pope John XXIII to 
the third meeting of the Latin American 
Bishops’ Council. (Est. length: 3500 
words) 


Italian text: AAS (December 29, 1958) 
50:997-1005; Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 19, 1958). English tr.: TPS 
(Spring 1959) v. 5, no. 2, p. 161. 


714. Memories of Venice. (Per cinque 
anni consecutivi) November 21, 1958. 
Radio message of Pope John XXIII to 
the people of Venice. (Est. length: 1500 
words) 


Italian text: AAS (December 29, 1958) 
50:1019-1022; Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 22, 1958). English tr.: TPS 
(Spring 1959) v. 5, no. 2, p. 149. 


715. To the People of Castelgandolfo. 
(Nell atto di gradire) November 21, 
1958. Message of Pope John XXIII to the 
people of Castelgandolfo. (Est. length: 
200 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 23, 1958). 


716. At the Lateran Basilica. (Al saluto 
scambiato) November 28, 1958. Homily 
of Pope John XXIII delivered at the 
Lateran Basilica. (Est. length: 3300 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 24-25, 1958). English tr.: TPS 
(Summer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 281. 
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717. To Cardinal Micara. (Al termine di 
questa giornata) November 23, 1958. Let- 
ter from Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
Micara on the occasion of his feast day. 
(Est. length: 300 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 24-25, 1958). 


718. Reply to Cardinal Masella. (Perpul- 
chra et egregia) November 28, 1958. Re- 
sponse of Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
Masella at the Lateran Basilica on the 
occasion of his investiture as Bishop of 
Rome. (Est. length: 850 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 24-25, 1958). 


719. The Quick and the Dead. (La mis- 
sion) November 26, 1958. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to members of the 
British Imperial Commission for War 
Cemeteries in Italy. (Est. length: 550 
words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 27, 1958). English tr.: TPS 
(Spring 1959) v. 5, no. 2, p. 168. 


720. To Pilgrims from Barcelona. (Con 
intimo consuelo) November 26, 1958, Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to a group of 
pilgrims from Barcelona. (Est. length: 
450 words) : 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 27, 1958). 


721. The Priest: A Man of Learning. (Il 
proposito di) November 27, 1958. Allocu- 
tion of Pope John XXIII inaugurating 
the academic year at the Lateran Pontifi- 
cal Atheneum. (Est. length: 2050 words) 


Italian text: AAS (December 29, 1958) 
50:1006-1010; Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 29, 1958). English abstract: TPS 
(Summer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 289. 


722. To Cardinal Wyszynski. (E’con pro- 
fonda) November 29, 1958. Talk of Pope 
John XXIII to Cardinal Wyszynski. (Est. 
length: 850 words) 


Italian text: AAS (December 29, 1958) 
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50:1010-1012; Osservatore Romano (De- 
cember 1-2, 1958). 


723. Thoughts for Missionary Students. 
(Le espressioni cosi amabili) November 
80, 1958. Address delivered by Pope John 
XXIII to students of the Urban Pontifi- 
cal er for the Propagation of the 
Faith. (Hst. length: 2250 words) 


Italian text: AAS (December 29, 1958) 
50: 1012-1017; Osservatore Romano (De- 
cember 1-2, 1958). 


724. To the Shah of Iran. (La visite) 
December 1, 1958. Pope John XXIII’s 
message of greeting to the Shah of Iran 
in Rome on an official visit. (Est. length: 
600 words) 


French text: AAS (December 29, 1958) 
50:1017-1019; Osservatore Romano (De- 
cember 1-2, 1958). English tr.: TPS 
(Spring 1959) v. 5, no. 2, p. 159. 


725. The People of Bergamo. (Per ogni 
giorno) December 8, 1958. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to a pilgrimage from 
Bergamo. (Est. length: 2700 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (De- 
cember 9-10, 1958). English tr.: TPS 
(Spring 1959) v. 5, no. 2, p. 153. 


726. To a Secret Consistory. (Ex quo die 
arcanae) December 15, 1958. Allocution 
to the Sacred College of Cardinals at the 
time of the creation of 23 new Cardinals. 
(Est. length: 3000 words) 





Latin text: Osservatore Romano (Decem- 
ber 15-16, 1958). English tr.: TPS 
(Spring 1959) v. 5, no. 2, p. 143. 


727. On the New Cardinals. (Una grande 
letizia) December 18, 1958. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to pilgrims who accom- 
panied the new Cardinals to Rome. (Est. 
length: 1350 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (De- 
cember 20, 1958). 


728. On the Red Hat of Cardinals. (Le 
nobili espressioni) December 18, 1958. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
Montini at the presentation of the red 
birettas to the new Cardinals. (Est. 
length: 1850 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (De- 
cember 19, 1958). 


729. The Legacy of Pius XII. (Signor 
Cardinale, Vi siamo grati) December 23, 
1958. Christmas message of Pope John 
XXIII. (Est. length: 3650 words) 


Italian text: AAS (January 24, 1959) 
50:5-12; Osservatore Romano (December 
24, 1958). English tr.: TPS (Spring 
1959) v. 5, no. 2, p. 127. 


730. To the People of Messina. (Quando, 
nel lontano 1906) December 28, 1958. 
Radio message of Pope John XXIII on 
the 50th anniversary of the Messina 
earthquake. (Est. length: 1300 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (De- 
cember 29-30, 1958). 
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What better gift 
at Christmas... 





FOR: Priests, Nuns, Brothers, and Seminarians, those friends 
and relatives whose lives are given to spreading the 
message of Christ under the leadership of Christ’s Vicar 





FOR: Laymen in every walk—teacher and parent, student and 
scholar, business and civic leader—all who look for 
guidance to the Fountainhead of Truth: the See of 
Peter 


FOR: Rectory, Convent, School, and Library—where many 
will be grateful for the gift of a single subscription 


FOR: Anyone at all—for all can draw pleasure and profit 
from a regular audience with the Vicar of Christ, Pope 
John XXIII 
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